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THIS DAY IN REDS HISTORY
1968-The Reds trade Johnny Edwards to the Cardinals for Pat Corrales and Jimy Williams. Corrales will spend five
seasons with the Reds, amassing a .231 batting average with 16 doubles and 27 RBI. Williams will not appear in a
game for the Reds and will be drafted by the Expos in the expansion draft

MLB.COM
Reds' statement on passing of Frank Robinson
MLB.com
Feb. 7th, 2019
Statement from Cincinnati Reds CEO Bob Castellini:
"Frank Robinson is considered one of the greatest players to ever wear a Cincinnati Reds uniform. His talent and
success brought dynamic change to the Reds and to our City. His retired Number 20 and statue gracing the gates of
Great American Ball Park stand in tribute and appreciation for the immense contribution Frank made to the Reds.
We offer our deepest condolences to Frank's family, friends, and fans."
Frank Robinson, legend and pioneer, dies
MLB's first African-American manager only player to win MVP in each league
By Richard Justice MLB.com @RichardJustice
Feb. 7th, 2019
Frank Robinson, a trailblazing figure who was Major League Baseball's first African-American manager and one of
its greatest players during a career that spanned 21 seasons, died Thursday after a prolonged illness. He was 83.
Known as much for his leadership, toughness and raging competitive fire as his sheer greatness as a player -- that is,
crowding home plate so much that he dared pitchers to throw inside -- Robinson was elected to the Baseball Hall of
Fame with 89.2 percent of the vote in his first year of eligibility in 1982.
"Frank Robinson's resume in our game is without parallel, a trailblazer in every sense, whose impact spanned
generations," Commissioner Rob Manfred said. "He was one of the greatest players in the history of our game, but
that was just the beginning of a multifaceted baseball career.
"We are deeply saddened by this loss of our friend, colleague and legend, who worked in our game for more than 60
years. On behalf of Major League Baseball, I send my deepest condolences to Frank's wife Barbara, daughter
Nichelle, their entire family and the countless fans who admired this great figure of our national pastime."
Robinson hit 586 home runs and was a 14-time All-Star and the only player to win Most Valuable Player Awards in
both leagues -- 1961 for the Reds in the National League, '66 for the Orioles in the American League.
He won the AL Triple Crown in '66, hitting .316 with 49 home runs, 122 RBIs and 122 runs in one of the great
individual seasons in history.
"Frank Robinson was not only one of the greatest players in Orioles history, but was also one of the premier players
in the history of baseball," the Angelos family, owner of the Orioles, said in a statement. "Fans will forever
remember Frank for his 1966 season, in which he won the Triple Crown and was named MVP during a year that
brought Baltimore its first World Series championship. His World Series MVP performance capped off one of the

greatest individual seasons in baseball history. An Orioles legend and a Baseball Hall of Famer, Frank brought us so
many wonderful memories, including two championships, during his time in Baltimore."
The proudest moment of Robinson's career occurred on April 8, 1975, when he walked the lineup card to home plate
as player-manager of the Indians in front of 56,715 at Cleveland Stadium.
Just as Jackie Robinson's breaking of baseball's color barrier in 1947 had opened doors for Frank Robinson, Hank
Aaron and Willie Mays and many others to play in the Major Leagues, it was Frank Robinson who paved the way
for every minority manager who has followed.
He understood the historical significance of the moment, in part because he had endured racial taunts and the
humiliation of segregation, including not being allowed to eat or live with his white teammates.
In the first inning of that first game as manager -- in a moment Cleveland fans have routinely voted the most
memorable in franchise history -- Robinson stepped to home plate and homered off Yankees starter Doc Medich.
Robinson was 39 years old at the time, and the home run was the 575th of his career. Amid the cheers, he tipped his
cap as he crossed home plate, later saying, "That was for my wife [Barbara]."
"As the first African-American manager in Major League history, Frank was a proponent of civil rights causes on
and off the field, including policies that paved the way for minorities to have increased access to executive and
management positions in baseball," the Angelos family said.
"The Cleveland Indians organization is deeply saddened by the passing of baseball legend Frank Robinson," the
Indians said in a statement. "Our organization and the city of Cleveland are proud to have played a role in Frank's
significant impact on the game when he became the first African-American manager in baseball history on April 8,
1975. The fact Frank hit a solo home run in his first at-bat that day as the Indians' player-manager symbolizes his
greatness as a Hall of Fame ballplayer. The entire Indians organization extends its thoughts and prayers to the
Robinson family."
Robinson went on to manage the Giants, Orioles and Expos/Nationals in what became a 16-year career as a skipper.
Perhaps his second-most memorable managerial assignment was taking over the 1988 Orioles when they were 0-6.
That team would lose its next 15 games, going 0-21 on its way to 107 losses. At 0-18, Robinson received a
telephone call from President Reagan. Hoping to console the skipper, Reagan said, "Frank, I know what you're
going through."
"Mr. President," Robinson told him, "with all due respect, you have no idea."
But the next season, with an infusion of youth, Robinson led one of the great turnarounds in history. The Orioles
improved by 32 games to go 87-75 and had dreams of a worst-to-first season until being eliminated in the 161st
game. Robinson won the AL Manager of the Year Award.
Robinson was born Aug. 31, 1935, in Beaumont, Texas. His parents separated when he was an infant, and he
accompanied his mother, Ruth, to Northern California when he was 4. Robinson attended McClymonds High School
in Oakland, where future Hall of Famer Bill Russell was among his basketball teammates.
Robinson's first baseball mentor was George Powles, a legendary American Legion coach in the Bay Area. Future
big leaguers Vada Pinson and Curt Flood were high school teammates.
Robinson signed with the Reds for $3,500 in 1953 and made his Major League debut three years later. He won the
NL Rookie of the Year Award and made his first All-Star appearance that season.
During 10 seasons with the Reds, Robinson averaged 32 home runs and was a six-time All-Star. He won the 1961
NL Most Valuable Player Award and finished fourth in NL MVP Award voting in '62 and '64.

"Frank Robinson is considered one of the greatest players to ever wear a Cincinnati Reds uniform," Reds CEO Bob
Castellini said. "His talent and success brought dynamic change to the Reds and to our city. His retired No. 20 and
statue gracing the gates of Great American Ball Park stand in tribute and appreciation for the immense contribution
Frank made to the Reds. We offer our deepest condolences to Frank's family, friends, and fans."
Robinson's relationship with the Reds had soured by the end of the 1965 season, prompting one of the most lopsided
trades in history (one famously mentioned in the movie "Bull Durham"): Robinson to the Orioles for pitcher Milt
Pappas and two others. The Reds defended the trade at the time, saying they had enough offense and that Pappas
was one of the best young pitchers in the game. In addition, there were whispers that the Reds thought Robinson was
an old 29.
He was not. All Robinson did in Baltimore was lead the Orioles to four AL pennants in six seasons and help
establish what became known as "The Oriole Way." Although leadership is not easily quantified in sports, Robinson
defined the word.
Robinson led by example. Once when his wrist was so sore that he could not swing a bat, he bunted for a single,
stole second and third and raced home on an infield grounder. Robinson led with words, too. He held kangaroo
courts to castigate teammates who made silly mistakes. He donned a mop top for laughs, but the message was
unmistakable: When you are on the field, you will do it my way.
"If you made a mistake on the field, you were afraid to come back in the dugout because you knew you had to face
Frank," the late Elrod Hendricks, an Orioles catcher, once said. "That was worse than anything you'd hear from a
manager. He just didn't tolerate mistakes, especially mental mistakes."
Among the 179 home runs Robinson hit during his six Baltimore seasons was one off Indians ace Luis Tiant that
completely cleared Memorial Stadium on May 8, 1966. The ball was estimated to have traveled 541 feet and was
discovered beneath a Cadillac in a parking lot. The Orioles erected a flag with the word "Here" to mark the spot
where it left the stadium. On the 50th anniversary of the homer, a new flag was installed in about the same place in
what's left of Memorial Stadium.
Three teams -- the Reds, Orioles and Indians -- have retired Robinson's No. 20. (Nolan Ryan is the only other player
to have his number retired by three teams.) All three teams honored Robinson with statues, and he was given the
Presidential Medal of Freedom by President George W. Bush in 2005.
After the last of Robinson's managing jobs, he worked for Major League Baseball in a variety of roles, including
vice president of on-field operations and senior vice president for Major League operations. He was also honorary
AL president.
"The Lerner family and the entire Washington Nationals organization extend our deepest condolences to the family
of Frank Robinson," the Nationals said. "Frank was one of a kind. A trailblazer throughout his career, he was
steadfast and courageous in his defense of justice and diversity in the game of baseball. In addition to his Hall of
Fame playing career, Frank broke down barriers, was a leader and mentor. Not only did he lead our team in our
early years, helping to establish our culture and develop young players, but he remained connected throughout the
years with our organization. His contributions to our team helped set us on a path to success and his continued
presence helped remind us why we love this game."
One of Robinson's last public appearances was at Dodger Stadium on April 15, 2017, when a sculpture of Jackie
Robinson was unveiled. Even as he was slowing down, Frank Robinson -- with huge hands and powerful forearms -still carried himself with the grace and confidence of a great athlete.
"I'm here to honor Jackie and his family," he said. "Everything I have, everything Willie [Mays] and Hank [Aaron]
have, started with Jackie Robinson doing what he did. He could have lost his life for it. That's a debt you can't repay
except to say, 'Thank you' as often as you can."

Robinson attended virtually every Lakers home game during baseball's offseasons and was a devoted -- and at times
unforgiving -- fan. He, Barbara and their two children made Los Angeles their year-round home early in his playing
career.
"When I visited the first time, I couldn't believe how beautiful it was, and the weather was perfect," he said. "I
decided if I ever got the opportunity, I was going to make it my home. I'm very fortunate that baseball allowed me to
do that."
The Robinson family has asked that, in lieu of flowers, contributions in Robinson's memory can be made to the
National Civil Rights Museum in Memphis, Tenn., or the National Museum of African American History & Culture
in Washington, D.C.
Richard Justice has been a reporter for MLB.com since 2011. Read his columns, listen to his podcast and follow him
on Twitter at @RichardJustice.
Reds eye turnaround year after busy winter
New stars added to rotation, outfield; Bell takes over as manager
By Mark Sheldon MLB.com @m_sheldon
Feb. 7th, 2019
CINCINNATI -- Plenty of teams say they will make roster moves in the offseason to improve and then often
underwhelm. No one could say that this winter about the Reds, who were arguably the busiest team during the Hot
Stove season.
President of baseball operations Dick Williams and general manager Nick Krall want to change the culture of the
team. No more rebuilding and being complacent. The 2019 season will be about competing in the National League
Central.
Needing a better rotation, the Reds didn't just add a starting pitcher. They acquired three of them via trades for
Sonny Gray, Alex Wood and Tanner Roark. The Wood deal also included the arrivals of dynamic outfielder Yasiel
Puig and veteran outfielder Matt Kemp. The bullpen also was boosted with the pending free-agent signing of lefty
Zach Duke. Krall and Williams have also reportedly been engaged in talks with the Indians about ace Corey Kluber
and were in pursuit of a trade for All-Star catcher J.T. Realmuto before the Marlins dealt him to the Phillies.
And don't forget about the first set of moves made shortly after the 2018 season, the Reds' fourth in a row with 94 or
more losses. Following an exhaustive search that included a dozen candidates, a new manager was hired in David
Bell, after he was wooed by multiple teams. Bell then assembled a virtually all-new coaching staff, plucking wellrespected pitching coach Derek Johnson from the Brewers and hitting coach Turner Ward from the Dodgers.
All the maneuvers were done without the Reds having to trade away prized talent in the player-development system
like Nick Senzel, ranked No. 1 in the organization by MLB Pipeline, Taylor Trammell (No. 2) and Hunter Greene
(No. 3). Teams certainly inquired about those prospects, but the club resisted moving them.
That's because the big-picture plan is to keep competing and start winning titles beyond this season.
"That's why I feel like we've been threading the needle here, in terms of holding on to that prospect value while
giving fans something to be excited about by adding to the team and building," Williams said last month. "But we
don't feel like we cashed it all in for this year. We still very much feel like that this can be part of a progression."
The Reds' payroll is expected to be their highest ever, well north of $100 million. But they also have flexibility.
Wood, Roark, Puig and Kemp can be free agents after the season, as can second baseman Scooter Gennett. That
gives Williams and Krall room to maneuver if trade partners arise during the season, and those contracts all come
off the books after 2019. They already pulled a coup in jettisoning struggling starter Homer Bailey in the trade with
the Dodgers when he was owed $28 million for the final year of his contract plus his option buyout. Among the

newbies, only Gray is guaranteed to remain, because the Reds signed him to a three-year, $30.5 million extension as
part of their trade with the Yankees.
Gray, Wood and Roark will join holdover Luis Castillo to form the top four in the Reds' rotation, with Anthony
DeSclafani a leading candidate for the fifth spot. Puig could be the right fielder and possibly play in center field.
Kemp could be a corner outfielder and fit in a platoon or as a bench player. Senzel, an infielder, has been working
out all offseason in the outfield and is a candidate for the center-field job as well.
The new hitters join a lineup that already features Joey Votto, Eugenio Suarez and Gennett. If the Reds can both
pitch and hit, they could be very interesting this season.
"You can always improve your club, but I think we have a group of guys who can hold their own with anybody in
this division," Williams said. "They played great last year for a long stretch in the middle of the year when we had
everybody healthy. We've added to that team. I know our guys feel a sense of confidence, I definitely heard it from
the guys who came in for the caravan. We've got high expectations for them."
Mark Sheldon has covered the Reds for MLB.com since 2006, and previously covered the Twins from 2001-05.
Follow him on Twitter @m_sheldon and Facebook and listen to his podcast.
Top 10 moments in Frank Robinson's career
By Matt Kelly MLB.com @mattkellyMLB
Feb. 7th, 2019
Few figures in baseball history have accomplished as much as Frank Robinson, who passed away on Thursday at the
age of 83. A feared slugger, a World Series champion, a pioneer for minority managers and an ambassador for the
game, Robinson had an impact that can be felt in all corners of the sport.
Robinson was an offensive force across three decades, finishing with 586 career home runs before transitioning to
the bench and later to Major League Baseball's front offices. He became one of baseball's most respected
personalities along the way, revered for the passion and intensity he brought to everything he did.
In honor of Robinson's fruitful life in baseball, here is a chronological look at the top 10 moments in the slugger's
legendary career, starting at the beginning:
A powerful rookie season (1956)
Robinson was also a skilled high school basketball player in Oakland, sharing a court with NBA legend Bill Russell
and fellow Major Leaguers Curt Flood and Vada Pinson before breaking into the National League as a 20-year-old
with Cincinnati in 1956. All Robinson did was hit 38 home runs, tying Wally Berger's rookie record, while hitting
.290 and leading the Senior Circuit with 122 runs scored. He finished seventh in NL MVP Award voting and was a
unanimous pick for the NL Rookie of the Year Award.
Breaking out big (1961)
Pitcher Jim Bouton might have summed it up best when he once answered the question, "How do you pitch to Frank
Robinson?" with the answer, "Reluctantly." Robinson was tearing through NL pitchers by 1961, having already put
up five seasons of at least 29 home runs when he exploded for 37 dingers, 124 RBIs and league-best marks in
slugging (.611), OPS (1.105) and intentional walks (23). Then 25, Robinson garnered 15 of 16 first-place votes to
claim his first MVP Award while leading the Reds to their first World Series appearance in 21 years. Cincinnati fell
to the Yankees in five games.
New city, same MVP (1966)
The Reds' decision to trade Robinson, already a former NL Rookie of the Year Award winner and NL MVP Award
winner by the winter of 1965, still ranks as one of the most shocking moves in history. Cincinnati famously
evaluated Robinson as "an old 30"-year-old when it dealt him to the Orioles on Dec. 9, 1965, for pitchers Milt
Pappas and Jack Baldschun and outfielder Dick Simpson, none of whom made any substantial impact in a Reds
uniform.

Robinson, meanwhile, had plenty left in the tank. In the ultimate statement season, Robinson paced the American
League with 49 homers, 122 RBIs and a .316 average to capture the Triple Crown. Robinson was an easy choice for
the Junior Circuit's MVP Award, which made him the first -- and, to this day, only -- player in history to claim an
MVP in both leagues. The O's won the pennant by nine games, while the Reds dropped to seventh place in the NL
standings.
World Series champs (1966)
The Triple Crown and AL MVP Award were only part of Robinson's story in 1966. There was still unfinished
business in the World Series, and the Orioles entered as underdogs to the Dodgers, winners of two of the prior three
Fall Classics.
But Robinson set the tone in his first World Series at-bat, hitting a two-run homer off Don Drysdale in the top of the
first to spur the Orioles to a 5-2 win in Game 1. Robinson tripled off Sandy Koufax in Game 2, helping 20-year-old
Jim Palmer score a 6-0 shutout, and then homered for the only run of the O's series-clinching 1-0 win in Game 4.
Baltimore's new slugger added a World Series MVP Award to his mantel after hitting .286 and slugging .857 in the
Orioles' four-game sweep. Robinson helped lead Earl Weaver's O's to three more pennants in 1969-71, beating his
former Cincinnati club in '70.
Double slam (1970)
Robinson's back was ailing from a wall collision the night before when he and the Orioles took the field on June 26,
1970, for a game against the Senators. But his swing looked just fine when he hit a two-strike grand slam to right
field in the fifth, and then crushed another bases-loaded homer an estimated 462 feet into RFK Stadium's upper deck
the next inning. Robinson became the seventh player to knock two slams in the same game, adding yet another
homer feat to his resume.
Star of the All-Stars (1971)
Robinson was helping the O's to their fourth pennant in a six-year span when he arrived at Tiger Stadium for his
13th All-Star Game on July 13, 1971. The AL had not won a Midsummer Classic since '62, but Robinson saw to it
that the drought would end that day as he hit a two-run homer in the third to give the Junior Circuit a lead it wouldn't
relinquish. Robinson became the first player to homer for both leagues in an All-Star Game, and took home the
exhibition's MVP Award.
The big 500 (1971)
Only 10 players had knocked 500 home runs when Robinson strode to the plate in the ninth inning of a
doubleheader just minutes before midnight on Sept. 13, 1971. Before a crowd of roughly 800 diehard Orioles fans,
Robinson expanded that club to 11 when he smacked his 500th dinger off Tigers pitcher Fred Scherman. It might
have been the smallest crowd to witness any 500th homer, but Robinson had plenty more in the tank; his 586 homers
were the fourth-most in MLB history at the time of his retirement in '76.
Barrier broken (1975)
Robinson had his heart set on managing by the early 1970s, but he was rebuffed several times in an era when the
idea of an African-American manager was still unchartered territory. The Indians gave Robinson his chance in '75
when they made him player-manager and gave him the distinction as the first black manager in the Major Leagues.
Robinson homered off Yankees pitcher Doc Medich in his first at-bat in his new role on Opening Day, and went on
to skipper four franchises through the turn of the millennium. He earned the AL's Manager of the Year Award in
1989 after leading an O's club that famously lost its first 21 games the year prior to an 87-win season, and helmed
the Nationals in their first season in Washington, D.C., in 2005.
Cooperstown bound (1982)
It's hard to get a more powerful Hall of Fame class than the one enshrined in 1982, when Robinson and Aaron -- and
their combined 1,341 home runs -- went in together as first-ballot inductees. Robinson's name appeared on 89
percent of the Baseball Writers' Association of America ballots, and he went into the Hall with an Orioles cap on his
plaque.
That number's taken (2017)

Robinson's number isn't just off limits with one team; it's retired by three Major League clubs. The Indians retired
Robinson's No. 20 on May 27, 2017, following the Reds in 1998 and the O's in '72, to join the slugger with Nolan
Ryan (Angels, Astros, Rangers) as the only players to receive the honor from three teams.
Matt Kelly is a reporter for MLB.com based in New York. Follow him on Twitter at @mattkellyMLB.
Asking price for Realmuto too steep for Reds
Cincinnati among finalists in trade talks for All-Star catcher
By Mark Sheldon MLB.com @m_sheldon
Feb. 7th, 2019
CINCINNATI -- One of the best catchers in baseball was available all winter in J.T. Realmuto, and the Reds were
very much one of the teams in hot pursuit in trade talks with the Marlins.
But on Thursday, it was the Phillies who acquired Realmuto from Miami for catcher Jorge Alfaro, right-hander
Sixto Sanchez, left-hander Will Stewart and $250,000 in international bonus slot money.
The Reds, Padres, Dodgers, Braves and Astros were all believed in the hunt to acquire the All-Star catcher. A source
told MLB.com that the Marlins were seeking the very top prospects in any trade. For the Reds, that meant players
like infielder/outfielder Nick Senzel and center fielder Taylor Trammell, ranked Nos. 1 and 2 in the organization by
MLB Pipeline.
Cincinnati has been adamant all offseason about not parting with any of its top prospects. At one point, according to
a source, the Reds had offered three players to Miami -- namely catcher Tucker Barnhart and No. 4 prospect and
infielder Jonathan India. It's unclear who was the third player also included in the proposal.
Because the Reds already had Barnhart, catching was not viewed as a need for them. It was not a secret since the
end of the 2018 season that rebuilding Miami was trying to trade Realmuto, but he languished without a taker almost
the entire Hot Stove season.
Cincinnati has likely been the most active club this winter, completing three trades that acquired starting pitchers
Sonny Gray, Alex Wood and Tanner Roark, along with outfielders Yasiel Puig and Matt Kemp. Seeking to be
competitive in the National League Central race, the club took its shot for Realmuto to see where talks would go
with the Marlins.
While Barnhart is his equal defensively, Realmuto is one of the top hitting catchers in the Major Leagues and batted
.277/.340/.484 with 21 home runs and 74 RBIs last season. He was valued at 4.3 wins above replacement, according
to Baseball-Reference.com.
Another issue with Realmuto is that he's under club control for only two seasons. Miami would not allow any
interested club with a window to negotiate an extension as part of the trade.
Ultimately, the Reds were fine with holding on to Barnhart and their top prospects. Barnhart and backup Curt Casali
will be their catching duo.
When reached for his reaction, Reds president of baseball operations Dick Williams would not address the Realmuto
efforts specifically.
"We worked really hard this offseason to be in the mix on discussions about impactful players," Williams said. "We
think that the three trades we've been involved in were three of the more valuable transactions that were moved this
offseason. We feel like we've been in on discussions for just about any significant trade that's been considered. So
far, we feel like we've improved the club and still very much maintain a strong farm system that will continue to be
used to feed the Major League team this year and beyond or be used to strengthen the team through trades."
Free-agent lefty reliever Zach Duke is believed close to completing a deal with the Reds. Adding a center fielder is a
possibility, but the Reds are fine with having Puig, Senzel or Scott Schebler handle those duties in some fashion.

Otherwise, it's become likely the current roster won't change much before Spring Training opens on Tuesday in
Goodyear, Ariz. Williams didn't rule out more moves, however.
"I would say we're pretty much there," Williams said of the team's makeup for camp. "I could see us doing another
move or two, either a trade or free-agent signing. There's a chance. We'll keep looking at ways to improve the depth
of the team."
Mark Sheldon has covered the Reds for MLB.com since 2006, and previously covered the Twins from 2001-05.
Follow him on Twitter @m_sheldon and Facebook and listen to his podcast.
Loss of Robinson reverberates around MLB
By Bill Ladson MLB.com @ladsonbill24
Feb. 7th, 2019
NEW YORK -- Jon Miller is having trouble believing that baseball legend Frank Robinson is gone. Robinson, 83,
passed away Thursday morning.
Although Miller knew that Robinson was battling cancer, the longtime baseball broadcaster thought Robinson would
beat the disease.
"Frank was so strong, [I thought] he would be around forever," Miller said.
Major League Baseball lost not only one of the greatest players of all time, but a trailblazer who was the first
African-American to manage a big league team.
Reaction to Robinson's passing came quickly from all over baseball, ranging from Nationals first baseman Ryan
Zimmerman to Hall of Famer Hank Aaron.
Aaron and Robinson knew one another dating back to their playing days in the 1950s and played in several All-Star
Games together.
"Frank Robinson and I were more than baseball buddies," Aaron said on Twitter. "We were friends. Frank was a
hard-nosed baseball player who did things on the field that people said could never be done. I'm so glad I had the
chance to know him all of those years. Baseball will miss a tremendous human being."
It was Robinson who gave Zimmerman his first chance to play every day in the big leagues in 2006. Zimmerman,
only 20 years old at the time, was the Nationals' best player that season, hitting .287 with 20 home runs and 110
RBIs. He said Robinson taught him how to be a professional and respect the game.
"He made me feel like I was part of the team, right from the beginning," Zimmerman recalled. "He had such a good
way of teaching guys without making you feel uncomfortable. He taught me how to do things the right way, both on
the field and how to be a good person off the field."
The last time Zimmerman saw Robinson was last year when the Nationals were playing the Dodgers in Los Angeles.
Robinson's wife, Barbara, and daughter, Nichelle, told Zimmerman that Frank considered him like a son.
"You know Frank. He would never say that to me to my face. That would make him think that he doesn't have the
upper hand on me," Zimmerman said.
Robinson played with Brooks Robinson for six years when both were with the Orioles from 1966-71. Together, they
won four pennants and two World Series.
"Today is a very sad day because I lost not only my teammate, but also a very dear friend," Brooks Robinson said in
a statement. "I loved Frank and got to know him so much better after we both retired. I spoke to him a few days ago
and he sounded good. He wanted to be home. I let him know that Connie and I were pulling for him, and that he,
Barbara, and Nichelle were in our prayers.

"As a player, I put Frank in a class with Willie Mays, Hank Aaron, and Mickey Mantle. He was the best player I
ever played with. When he came here in 1966, he put us over the top. He was a great man and he will be deeply
missed."
In 2012, as a member of the Nationals, Rockies infielder Ian Desmond decided to change his uniform number from
6 to 20 in honor of Robinson. It was Robinson who gave Desmond a chance to play with the big leaguers in Spring
Training several months after he was drafted in '04.
Even after Robinson left the organization, Desmond would often go to Robinson for hitting tips.
"He was great to me early on. He put his arms around me. He was always there for me whenever I needed anything,"
Desmond said.
Robinson had a managerial career that lasted 16 years. The league and all the teams that he was affiliated with
reacted to his passing.
MLB: "Frank Robinson's resume in our game is without parallel, a trailblazer in every sense, whose impact spanned
generations," Commissioner Rob Manfred said. "He was one of the greatest players in the history of our game, but
that was just the beginning of a multifaceted baseball career.
"We are deeply saddened by this loss of our friend, colleague and legend, who worked in our game for more than 60
years. On behalf of Major League Baseball, I send my deepest condolences to Frank's wife Barbara, daughter
Nichelle, their entire family and the countless fans who admired this great figure of our national pastime."
Reds: "Frank Robinson is considered one of the greatest players to ever wear a Cincinnati Reds uniform. His talent
and success brought dynamic change to the Reds and to our city. His retired No. 20 and statue gracing the gates of
Great American Ball Park stand in tribute and appreciation for the immense contribution Frank made to the Reds.
We offer our deepest condolences to Frank's family, friends, and fans."
Orioles: "Frank Robinson was not only one of the greatest players in Orioles history, but was also one of the premier
players in the history of baseball. Fans will forever remember Frank for his 1966 season in which he won the Triple
Crown and American League Most Valuable Player Award during a year that brought Baltimore its first World
Series championship. His World Series MVP performance capped off one of the greatest individual seasons in
baseball history. An Orioles Legend and a Baseball Hall of Famer, Frank brought us so many wonderful memories,
including two championships, during his time in Baltimore."
Indians: "The Cleveland Indians organization is deeply saddened by the passing of baseball legend Frank Robinson.
Our organization and the city of Cleveland are proud to have played a role in Frank's significant impact on the game
when he became the first African-American manager in baseball history on April 8, 1975. The fact that Frank hit a
solo home run in his first at-bat that day as the Indians' player-manager symbolizes his greatness as a Hall of Fame
ballplayer. The entire Indians organization extends its thoughts and prayers to the Robinson family."
Nationals: "The Lerner family and the entire Washington Nationals organization extend our deepest condolences to
the family of Frank Robinson. Frank was one of a kind. A trailblazer throughout his career, he was steadfast and
courageous in his defense of justice and diversity in the game of baseball. In addition to his Hall of Fame playing
career, Frank broke down barriers, was a leader and mentor. Not only did he lead our team in our early years,
helping to establish our culture and develop young players, but he remained connected throughout the years with our
organization."
Giants: "The Giants mourn the loss of our former manager and Hall of Famer Frank Robinson, who passed away
today at the age of 83. Frank was a trailblazer who remained close to the Giants family throughout his entire career
in baseball. He will be deeply missed by all of us and our thoughts and prayers are with his wife Barbara, daughter
Nichelle and the entire Robinson family during this difficult time."

CINCINNATI ENQUIRER
Cincinnati Reds question: Can veterans Hughes and Hernandez be as good in '19 as they were in '18?
John Fay, Cincinnati Enquirer
Published 6:00 a.m. ET Feb. 8, 2019
As spring training approaches — pitchers and catchers report Tuesday — we’re looking at 10 questions the Reds
face heading into the 2019 season. Today’s question:
Can Jared Hughes and David Hernandez do in what they did in 2018 in 2019?
Hughes and Hernandez, the veteran right-handed relievers the Reds signed as free agents to bolster the backend of
the bullpen, did just that.
Hughes went 4-3 with a 1.94 ERA and seven saves over 78 2/3 innings and 72 games. He put up a 1.017 WHIP. He
had the highest WAR (3.3) among pitchers on the Reds and third highest among relievers in the majors.
Hernandez went 5-2 with 2.53 ERA. He put up a 0.984 WHIP in 64 innings over 57 games. That was 15th best in
the majors among pitchers with more than 60 innings.
Impressive numbers, all around.
But relievers often have trouble putting up consistent numbers year after year, and both Hughes and Hernandez start
the season at 33.
“We’re realistic,” Reds president of baseball operations Dick Williams said. “There’s no reason they couldn’t be
good bullpen contributors again this year. I fully expect that. But you always plan for some regression or whatever.
“You always want to add. I think adding one more proven, track-record guy would really help.”
Williams said that on the day the Reds the Reds agreed to a deal with left-hander Zach Duke. Duke is a left-handed
specialist. He’s likely to move into the role lefty Wandy Peralta struggled in last season.
Hughes, Hernandez, Duke, Amir Garrett and Michal Lorenzen give the Reds good coverage leading up to closer
Raisel Iglesias. And it would not be surprising if they added another backend-of-the-bullpen arm, given that there
are a lot of free agents unsigned. Tyler Clippard, Dan Jennings, Sergio Romo and Bud Norris remain unsigned.
The Reds also have Sal Romano, Cody Reed, Brandon Finnegan, Jackson Stephens and Robert Stephenson, former
starters in the bullpen mix.
“(They) could go into the bullpen or could be longer guys or could be spot starters,” Williams said. “You get a lot
more flexibility if we layer in one more bullpen piece. Then we can be flexible with those guys capable of going
multiple innings.”
That’s one of the strengths of both Hughes and Hernandez. Both went more than one inning 14 times last year.
Cincinnati Reds question: What to do with top prospect Nick Senzel?
John Fay, Cincinnati Enquirer
Published 6:00 a.m. ET Feb. 8, 2019
As spring training approaches — pitchers and catchers report Feb. 12 — we’re looking at 10 questions the Reds face
heading into the 2019 season. Today’s question:
What to do with Nick Senzel?
Ever since the Reds drafted Senzel with the second pick overall in 2016, there’s been no question that he’d hit and
there’s been a big question about where he’d play.

Senzel played third base at Tennessee. The Reds played him there ’16 and ’17. Last year, they played him mostly at
shortstop in spring training. But he played 28 games at second, 14 games at third and one game at shortstop for the
Triple-A Louisville.
He played outfield in Instructional League after the season.
The plan now is to play him in center field during spring training. That gives him the best chance to make the team
because it is the only one of the eight positions open.
Infield is out — for now. Senzel may not play there at all this spring.
“I think the idea is we have a very strong returning infield,” president of baseball operations Dick Williams said.
“We know he can play infield. If he’s going to have a realistic chance to make the club, he needs to focus, and we
need to be prepared to have him focus on center field.
“I don’t think it would be fair to him and bring into and have him bouncing around too much between the infield and
outfield. I’m not going to say he wouldn’t appear in the infield at some point in spring training, but very clearly the
emphasis will be on center field.”
The Reds obviously have a pretty good idea that Senzel can play center after seeing him in the Instructional League.
And they feel strongly that his bat is ready for the big leagues.
He hit .310 in 44 games at Triple-A Louisville. He had a .378 on-base percentage with six homers and 25 RBI.
Senzel probably would have gotten his first taste of the majors last year if not for injuries. He missed the final two
months of the minor league season because of a fractured right index finger. He was sidelined for nearly a month in
May with vertigo. He then had surgery in October to remove bone spurs from his left elbow.
The other question with Senzel is will the Reds keep in the minors at the start of the season in order to gain another
year of control? The Chicago Cubs did just that with Kris Bryant in 2015.
The guess here is if Senzel has a strong spring, especially defensively, he’ll be the Opening Day center fielder.
Frank Robinson, first African-American star for Cincinnati Reds, dead at 83
John Fay, Cincinnati Enquirer
Published 2:39 p.m. ET Feb. 7, 2019 | Updated 10:59 p.m. ET Feb. 7, 2019
Frank Robinson was baseball royalty. Two-time MVP. Rookie of the Year. Triple Crown winner. World Series
MVP. 14-time All-Star. The game’s first African-American manager.
But Robinson, who died Thursday at age 83, was one thing to Reds fans: The principal in the worst trade in modern
franchise history.
Robinson was traded to the Baltimore Orioles on Dec. 9, 1965, for Jack Baldschun, Milt Pappas and Dick Simpson.
General manager Bill DeWitt infamously referred to Robinson as a “not young 30” at the time of the trade.
Robinson had hit .296 with 33 home runs and 113 RBI for the Reds the year before. He topped that after year after
the trade. He hit .316 with 49 home runs and 122 RBI for the Orioles in 1966, winning the Triple Crown. He was
unanimous American League MVP.
The Orioles won the 1966 World Series with Robinson winning the series MVP. “My mind went blank when the
trade was announced,” Robinson said. “But when I thought about it, I changed my thinking. I did not feel I had
anything to prove, yet I wanted to prove to Bill DeWitt that I was not done at age 30.”
Robinson went on to play six years for the Orioles, hitting .300 with 179 home runs and 545 RBI. The Orioles won
the 1970 World Series as well – beating Robinson’s old team, the Reds, 4 games to 1.

The Reds signed Robinson in 1953, out of McClymonds High School in Oakland. He was a basketball teammate of
Bill Russell and a baseball teammate of Vada Pinson and Curt Flood.
Three years later, Robinson was in the big leagues. He tied the rookie record with 38 home runs and won the Rookie
of the Year in 1956.
Robinson was the first black star for the Reds. His rookie year came only two years after Chuck Harmon broke the
color barrier for the Reds.
Robinson hit .303 with 324 home runs and 1,009 RBI in his 10 years with the Reds. He ranks second behind Jonny
Bench on the club’s all-time home run list.
From 1960 to ’61, he put together arguably of the best three years of any Reds hitter. He hit .323 with 107 home
runs and 343 RBI. He led the NL in slugging and on-base plus slugging in each of those years.
Reds CEO Bob Castellin released the following statement Thursday:
“Frank Robinson is considered one of the greatest players to ever wear a Cincinnati Reds uniform. His talent and
success brought dynamic change to the Reds and to our City. His retired Number 20 and statue gracing the gates of
Great American Ball Park stand in tribute and appreciation for the immense contribution
The Orioles traded him to the Los Angles Dodgers after the 1971 season. The Dodgers traded for the California
Angels after the 1972 season. The Angels traded him to the Cleveland Indians during the 1974 season. Before the
1975 season, he was named player-manager, thus becoming the game's first black manager.
Major League Baseball released the following statement Thursday:
Major League Baseball is sad to confirm the passing of Hall of Famer Frank Robinson, the first African-American
field manager in the history of the game and longtime MLB executive, who was 83. He passed away this morning at
his home in California, surrounded by family and friends.
Baseball Commissioner Robert D. Manfred, Jr. issued the following statement today:
“Frank Robinson’s résumé in our game is without parallel, a trailblazer in every sense, whose impact spanned
generations. He was one of the greatest players in the history of our game, but that was just the beginning of a
multifaceted baseball career. Known for his fierce competitive will, Frank made history as the first MVP of both the
National and American Leagues, earned the 1966 AL Triple Crown and World Series MVP honors, and was a
centerpiece of two World Championship Baltimore Orioles’ teams.
“With the Cleveland Indians in 1975, Frank turned Jackie Robinson’s hopes into a reality when he became the first
African-American manager in baseball history. He represented four franchises as a manager, most recently when
Baseball returned to Washington, DC with the Nationals in 2005. Since 2000, Frank held a variety of positions with
the Commissioner’s Office, overseeing on-field discipline and other areas of baseball operations before transitioning
to a senior role in baseball development and youth-focused initiatives. Most recently, he served as a Special
Advisor to me as well as Honorary American League President. In 2005, Frank was a recipient of the Presidential
Medal of Freedom, the nation’s highest civilian award, for ‘setting a lasting example of character in athletics.’
“We are deeply saddened by this loss of our friend, colleague and legend, who worked in our game for more than 60
years. On behalf of Major League Baseball, I send my deepest condolences to Frank’s wife Barbara, daughter
Nichelle, their entire family and the countless fans who admired this great figure of our National Pastime.”
The Robinson family has asked that, in lieu of flowers, contributions in Frank’s memory can be made to the
National Civil Rights Museum in Memphis, Tennessee or the National Museum of African American History &
Culture in Washington, D.C.

He would go to manage for 17 years, including the San Francisco Giants, the Orioles, the Montreal Expos and the
Washington Nationals.
Robinson was awarded the Presidential Medal of Freedom in 2005 by then-President George W. Bush. The honor,
established in 1963 for civilians, is granted for "especially meritorious contribution to (1) the security or national
interests of the United States, or (2) world peace, or (3) cultural or other significant public or private endeavors."
Robinson was one of only 13 baseball players to win the medal, the nation's highest honor for civilians along with
the Congressional Gold Medal.
Robinson worked in the Commissioner’s Office from 2007 until 2015 when he was named a senior advisor to the
commissioner and honorary American League president.
2019 Cincinnati Reds questions: Which version of Yasiel Puig will show up this season?
Bobby Nightengale, Cincinnati Enquirer
Published 12:06 p.m. ET Feb. 7, 2019 | Updated 12:11 p.m. ET Feb. 7, 2019
Editor’s note: With Spring Training approaching, we’ll answer an important question about the Cincinnati Reds
each day until pitchers and catchers report Feb. 12. Today’s question: Which version of Yasiel Puig will the Reds
get?
Yasiel Puig has a reputation around the league and people usually fall into two distinct camps. Sure, they will agree
on his powerful swing and cannon for an arm, but it affects how they view his personality on the field.
There’s the version of Puig that usually showed up in the playoffs. He had a good approach at the plate and hit a few
game-changing homers for the Los Angeles Dodgers.
Then there are the highly-publicized low moments. He was demoted to the minor leagues in 2016. He had some
feuds with teammates. He made his share of defensive mistakes like missing cutoff men with his throws or his headscratching baserunning miscues.
When he’s playing his best, people embrace his bat flipping, tongue wagging, energetic style of play. If he’s
struggling, patience is tested.
“It’s something new for me,” Puig said about the December trade. “It’s a new team. It’s a new city. I’m happy to be
here. I came to this country to play baseball and no matter what team, I’m going to do the best that I can to help my
team to the playoffs, keep the fans going and love the team.”
The Reds are trusting hitting coach Turner Ward, who spent the last three seasons with the Dodgers and built a great
relationship with Puig. Ward helped Puig become a key part of the Dodgers after the minor league demotion,
watching the right fielder hit 28 home runs in 2017 and 23 homers in 2018.
Puig’s bat should be well suited for the hitter-friendly Great American Ball Park and the Reds hope that a fresh start
will only help him. It’s probably a plus that he’s in the final year of his contract before hitting free agency.
“Puig is going to bring some excitement to the club that the Cincinnati fans are really going to appreciate,” Ward
told reporters after the trade was completed. “He's going to be a guy that goes out there every single day and gives it
all he's got.”
Puig had a combined .305 batting average and .386 on-base percentage in his first two Major League seasons (201314), receiving a few votes for National League Most Valuable Player in each year. He hasn’t reached that level of
individual success since then, recording a .264 batting average and .337 on-base percentage from 2017-18.
When Puig visited Cincinnati for a day last week, he said all the right things. He’s focused on his team. He’s excited
to work with Ward again. He wasn’t worried about how many home runs he could hit.

“Coming to a new city, a new team, I know this city is about baseball, the Big Red Machine,” he said. “I hope we
can be something like that, a little bit closer to that.”
Puig is an electric talent, which can frustrate people when he’s inconsistent. The challenge for the Reds is making
sure that the Playoff Puig shows up all season.

WCPO - Channel 9
As Frank Robinson broke baseball's boundaries, black Cincinnatians watched and cheered
Posted: 1:22 AM, Feb 08, 2019 Updated: 1:39 AM, Feb 08, 2019
By: Kristen Swilley
CINCINNATI — Gary Sherman spent his childhood imitating Frank Robinson, he said Thursday night. So did his
friends. They would try to mimic his batting stance in their Little League games; they would go to his games as a
group; they would watch the Cincinnati Reds on television just for a glimpse of his face.
“Back then, you watch TV, all you seen was white people,” Sherman said from the barber’s chair at Sweet P’s
Styling Shop.
Robinson was different, and in being different, he was magical.
His major league debut with the Reds arrived fewer than 10 years after Jackie Robinson — no relation — shattered
the color line in Major League Baseball, two years after Brown v. Board of education desegregated American
schools and nine years before the Voting Rights Act of 1965 would grant black Americans full enfranchisement
under the law.
“It was tremendous just to see him on TV or go down and see him in the game,” Sherman said. “That was good.
That was great.”
Robinson’s death at 83 Thursday morning gave fans like Sherman special reason to remember him and his legacy
within baseball as well as within Ohio. Years after leaving the Reds, he joined the Cleveland Indians as the major
leagues’ first-ever black manager.
Stylist James Lewis, who trimmed Sherman’s hair and mustache while he talked, said he remembered Robinson
once buying beers for a crowd of Reds fans after a big win.
“He put up a number of cases of beer, and people just started reaching up getting them and cheering,” he said. “He
had fun with the people that he knew.”
Lewis believes Robinson’s top-notch record as a player was likely a consequence of knowing how significant he
was to thousands of black fans. He couldn’t afford to slip off the top.
“He never had that slump season because there was so much pressure on him,” Lewis said. “They looked up to him
as a hero, and so in that respect he was very strong. He meant a lot to the black community — to the city period.”
Robinson later managed San Francisco, Baltimore and Montreal. He became the first manager of the Washington
Nationals after the franchise moved from Montreal for the 2005 season — the Nationals put him in their Ring of
Honor.
More than half the major league teams have had black managers since his debut with Cleveland.
Robinson later spent several years working as an executive for MLB and for a time oversaw the annual Civil Rights
Game. He advocated for more minorities throughout baseball and worked with former Commissioner Bud Selig to
develop the Selig Rule, directing teams to interview at least one minority candidate before hiring a new manager.
For all he did on and off the field, Robinson was presented the Presidential Medal of Freedom by George W. Bush
in 2005.

“Frank Robinson’s wife, Barbara Ann Cole, once said, “He believes in rules and he respects the game. He reveres
the game,‘” Bush said in a statement. “When I presented him with the Presidential Medal of Freedom in 2005, I
noted that ‘Baseball fans across America will tell you the feeling is returned. In the game we love, few names will
ever command as much respect and esteem as the name of Frank Robinson.’”
Timeline: Here are memorable dates in Frank Robinson's life, career
Robinson died Thursday at the age of 83
Posted: 5:10 PM, Feb 07, 2019 Updated: 1:31 AM, Feb 08, 2019
By: Mike Dyer
CINCINNATI — Frank Robinson, a member of the Baseball Hall of Fame and Major League Baseball’s first black
manager, died on Thursday at the age of 83 in Los Angeles.
Robinson, who played in Cincinnati from 1956 to 1965, was the first player to win an MVP Award in both the
National and American leagues.
He also became manager of the Cleveland Indians in 1975, becoming the first black manager in MLB history.
Here are some memorable dates in Robinson's life and career:
Aug. 31, 1935: Robinson was born in Beaumont, Texas. He attended high school in Oakland, California. He played
high school baseball with future major leaguers Curt Flood and Vada Pinson and basketball with Bill Russell at
McClymonds High School.
April 17, 1956: Robinson made his major-league debut as a 20-year-old in a game at Crosley Field against the St.
Louis Cardinals. The right fielder went 2-for-3 in the Redlegs’ 4-2 loss to the Cardinals.
Nov. 19, 1956: Robinson took one semester of classes at Xavier University. He took general psychology, principles
of speech, administration of physical education, health and hygiene and theory of coaching at Xavier. His first class
was on the second floor of what is now known as the Schmidt Fieldhouse.
Dec. 1, 1956: Robinson was named the National League rookie of the year after scoring 122 runs, batting .290 and
hitting 38 home runs and 83 RBI.
1961: He was named the National League’s MVP for the pennant-winning Reds. Cincinnati lost to the New York
Yankees in the World Series.
Dec. 9, 1965: In what would become the most infamous trade in Reds history, Robinson was dealt to the Baltimore
Orioles for Jack Baldschun, Milt Pappas and Dick Simpson. The Orioles swept the Dodgers in the World Series.
Robinson won the American League MVP Award and the Triple Crown.
April 8, 1975: Frank Robinson hit a home run for the Cleveland Indians in his debut as the player/manager at
Cleveland Municipal Stadium. The Indians defeated the New York Yankees 5-3. Lou Piniella was the starting left
fielder for the Yankees that day.
Sept. 18, 1976: Frank Robinson played in his final major league game. He had a hit as a pinch-hitter in the second
game of a doubleheader at Cleveland Municipal Stadium.
1978: Robinson was inducted into the Reds Hall of Fame.
1982: He was inducted into the National Baseball Hall of Fame in Cooperstown (370 of 415 ballots).
1998: The Reds retired Robinson's No. 20 jersey.
2003: The Reds presented Robinson’s statue on Crosley Terrace outside Great American Ball Park.

2006: Robinson managed the Washington Nationals at age 70 in his final season in MLB. He also managed the
Indians (1975-77), Giants (1981-84), Orioles (1988-1991) and Expos (2002-2004).
2015: Robinson returned to Cincinnati for the Major League Baseball All-Star Game.

DAYTON DAILY NEWS
Baseball great Frank Robinson dies at 83
Feb. 7, 2019
By David Jablonski
He ranks 10th in baseball history in home runs
CINCINNATI — Baseball great Frank Robinson, who played 10 of his 21 seasons with the Cincinnati Reds and
became baseball’s first black manager with the Cleveland Indians, died Thursday at 83, according to Major League
Baseball.
“Frank Robinson is considered one of the greatest players to ever wear a Cincinnati Reds uniform,” said Reds CEO
Bob Castellini in a statement. “His talent and success brought dynamic change to the Reds and to our City. His
retired Number 20 and statue gracing the gates of Great American Ball Park stand in tribute and appreciation for the
immense contribution Frank made to the Reds. We offer our deepest condolences to Frank’s family, friends, and
fans.”
In January, the Baltimore Sun reported Robinson was “in the late stages of a long illness.”
Robinson, who was inducted into the Baseball Hall of Fame in 1982, debuted for the Reds in 1956 and earned the
first of 14 All-Star honors as a rookie. He hit .303 with 324 home runs during his time in Cincinnati but was traded
to the Baltimore Orioles in 1965 for Jack Baldschun, Milt Pappas and Dick Simpson.
Robinson played six seasons with the Orioles and then finished his career with stints with the Indians, Angels and
Dodgers. He ranks 10th in baseball history with 586 home runs
Robinson moved into coaching as a player/manager for the Indians in 1975. He went on to manage for 16 seasons
with stints in San Francisco, Baltimore, Montreal and Washington.
Baseball Commissioner Rob Manfred released a statement on Robinson: “Frank Robinson’s résumé in our game is
without parallel, a trailblazer in every sense, whose impact spanned generations. He was one of the greatest players
in the history of our game, but that was just the beginning of a multifaceted baseball career. Known for his fierce
competitive will, Frank made history as the first MVP of both the National and American Leagues, earned the 1966
AL Triple Crown and World Series MVP honors, and was a centerpiece of two World Championship Baltimore
Orioles’ teams.
“With the Cleveland Indians in 1975, Frank turned Jackie Robinson’s hopes into a reality when he became the first
African-American manager in baseball history. He represented four franchises as a manager, most recently when
Baseball returned to Washington, DC with the Nationals in 2005. Since 2000, Frank held a variety of positions with
the Commissioner’s Office, overseeing on-field discipline and other areas of baseball operations before transitioning
to a senior role in baseball development and youth-focused initiatives. Most recently, he served as a Special Advisor
to me as well as Honorary American League President. In 2005, Frank was a recipient of the Presidential Medal of
Freedom, the nation’s highest civilian award, for ‘setting a lasting example of character in athletics.’
“We are deeply saddened by this loss of our friend, colleague and legend, who worked in our game for more than 60
years. On behalf of Major League Baseball, I send my deepest condolences to Frank’s wife Barbara, daughter
Nichelle, their entire family and the countless fans who admired this great figure of our National Pastime.”

Hal McCoy on the late Frank Robinson: ‘There weren’t many who ever did it better’
The Real McCoy Feb. 7, 2019
By Hal McCoy, Contributing Writer
The most famous quote ever uttered by former Cincinnati Reds owner/president William O. DeWitt was: “He is an
old 30.”
Those words came back to haunt DeWitt until the day he died because no words were ever so wrong.
DeWitt spoke those words in 1965 when he traded Frank Robinson to the Baltimore Orioles for pitchers Milt Pappas
and Jack Baldschun, plus outfielder Dick Simpson.
It goes down as one of the worst trades in Major League history. In 1966, Robinson ravaged American League
pitchers — 49 home runs, 122 runs batted in, .316 batting average.
And it won him the American League Most Valuable Player award, matching the one he won in 1961 with the Reds,
the only player in history to win MVP in both leagues. And he won the Triple Crown in 1966.
The trade was immortalized in the movie Bull Durham when Susan Sarandon’s character, Annie Savoy, said, “Bad
trades are a part of baseball and who can forget Frank Robinson for Milt Pappas, for God’s sake.”
An old 30? Robby went on to play 13 more seasons and ended up in baseball’s Hall of Fame, gaining 89 percent of
the vote in 1982.
Robinson, 83, died Thursday after battling bone cancer, leaving an uforgettable legacy to all baseball fans as a
player, a manager and an executive.
His career with the Reds began in 1956 and he won the Rookie of the Year award, just nine years after another
Robinson, Jackie, broke baseball’s color barrier.
While Frank brought smiles to fans coast-to-coast, he was a serious man, not one to smile easily or often.
As former pitcher Jim Kaat said, “He was mean and angry on the field. He played with a chip on his shoulder. He
was not afraid to take a shortstop into left field with a hard slide.
“He probably felt slighted that during his time everybody talked about Willie Mays, Mickey Mantle and Hank
Aaron.”
Robinson believed he belonged in the same sentence — and he probably did.
And he was fearless. He crowded home plate, sticking his front elbow across the strike zone. Dodgers pitcher Don
Drysdale hit him time and again, but Robby would retaliate with a home run or a double his next time up. He led the
league in getting hit by pitches seven times.
“Pitchers did me a favor when they knocked me down,” he once said. “It made me more determined. I wouldn't let
that pitcher get me out. They say you can't hit if you're on your back, but I didn't hit on my back. I got up.”
Said Kaat, “He crowded home plate and you’d think you could pitch him inside. But he’d drop that front foot and
pull an inside pitch into the seats.”
As he did one day in Baltimore when he became the only man to hit a ball out of Memorial Stadium.
He made history in 1975 when the Cleveland Indians hired him as a player/manager, the first black manager in
major league history.
On Opening Day, 1975, his first game, on his first at bat, wearing that gosh-awful blood red Indians uniform of the
day, Robinson hit a home run off New York Yankees pitcher Doc Medich on a 2-and-2 pitch.

His Indians team wasn’t very good, but Robby stood up for it and umpires who felt his wrath can attest to that as he
later managed San Francisco, Baltimore and Montreal/Washington.
One of Robby’s sayings was that, “Baseball is a beautiful game, when it is played right.” And as both a player and a
manager he demanded that his teammates and players played the game right. And he always played it right when he
was on the field.
When he retired, MLB hired him and, of course, put him in charge of discipline, the man who fined players for their
on-the-field indiscretions.
His accomplishments were astonishing. He made 14 All-Star teams, six after DeWitt’s infamous comment.
He was durable, four times finishing in the top 10 in number of games played. He hit 586 home runs, 10th on the alltime list. He was, of course, feared. He was intentionally walked 218 times, 13th on the all-time list.
His number ‘20’ is retired by both the Reds and the Orioles and he won the Presidential Medal of Honor, the highest
award a civilian can attain. And he was still serving as a special advisor to commissioner Rob Manfred when he
died.
A few years back, Robinson was the speaker for the Heart Institute of Dayton’s annual event at the Marriott and I
was the emcee, interviewing Robinson on the stage.
And he quietly said, “I always tried to do my best. I knew I couldn't always be the best, but I tried to be.”
There weren’t many who ever did it better.

CBS SPORTS
The Reds have changed their entire approach to pitching this winter, and it's made them an intriguing
sleeper
Cincinnati has a new manager, pitching coach and three new starters in 2019
by Jonah Keri
Feb. 8, 2019
In this glacially slow Hot Stove season, one team has bucked the trend by completely overhauling its pitching staff.
It's the same team that a few years ago broke an all-time record for most consecutive starts by rookie pitchers. The
same team that ranked last, next-to-last, and fourth-to-last in the past three years by pitchers' Wins Above
Replacement. The same team that not only acquired a passel of new arms but also replaced its manager, pitching
coach, and bullpen coach, all part of an effort to transform its organizational culture and the way it develops its
pitchers.
The Cincinnati Reds might be better this season, or they might be worse. But they sure as hell will be different.
On Oct. 31, the Reds announced they'd hired Derek Johnson to be their new pitching coach. Johnson had spent the
previous three seasons in the same role with the Brewers, with tremendous results, including a 2018 season in which
Milwaukee's pitchers finished fifth in the majors in ERA. Consider the starting pitchers who posted some of the best
results -- journeyman soft-tossers like Jhoulys Chacin and Wade Miley -- and you see why the Reds were excited to
poach Johnson from a division rival.
Cincinnati's new pitching coach might have better starting rotation raw material to work with than he did in
Milwaukee too. In three separate moves this winter, the Reds acquired Alex Wood, Tanner Roark and Sonny Gray.
Though even at their best all three pitchers fall at least a notch below the league's elite, Wood, Roark and Gray can
claim two All-Star berths and three top-10 Cy Young finishes between the three of them.
Gray in particular presents a fascinating case study. An ultra-talented first-round pick back in 2011, the right-hander
made good on his potential from day one in the big leagues, posting park-adjusted ERAs 46 percent, 20 percent, and

43 percent better than league average in his first three seasons, with a third-place finish in the 2015 AL Cy Young
race. Granting that hindsight is 20/20, Oakland's history of trading good starting pitchers early in their careers after
big seasons (Trevor Cahill, Gio Gonzalez, etc.) made you wonder if the A's might sell high after that 2015
campaign. Instead, Gray scuffled through a brutal, injury-plagued 2016, flashing a hideous 5.69 ERA in just 117
innings pitched. He managed to right the ship the next spring, pitching well enough for half a season to prompt a
trade to the Yankees.
Since that trade, we've witnessed one of the most splits-dependent pitchers in the league go from Jekyll to Hyde
depending on which mound he steps on.
Gray at home in 2018: 59 1/3 IP, 78 H, 11 HR, 45 K, 35 BB, 6.98 ERA
Gray the road in 2018: 71 1/3 IP, 60 H, 3 HR, 78 K, 22 BB, 3.17 ERA
Despite that extreme inconsistency, the Reds hotly pursued Gray, acquiring him in a trade with New York last
month and immediately signing him to a three-year, $30.5 million contract extension. This despite Great American
Ball Park playing as every bit the hitter-friendly bandbox that Yankee Stadium is, and Gray flashing warning signs
back when he was still with Oakland. The Reds are bullish on his future nonetheless.
"Take a really deep dive into Sonny's numbers last year, they weren't as bad as what his normal numbers appear to
be," said Johnson. He might have something there: Gray fell victim to a flukishly career-high .326 batting average
on balls in play and a disproportionate number of bad innings, but still struck out nearly a batter an inning, with a
lofty 50 percent groundball rate.
"I don't think there was any real question about his stuff," Johnson said. "It hadn't backed up, it was still the same. A
pitcher struggles, he begins to reach for things, he struggles to know what to do next. I've known Sonny for a long
time, I believe in him as a person, a pitcher, a teammate. I believe we can get him back to being who he was. I was
around him when he was building that repertoire, building himself up as a player. Taking the risk of the extension
shows how much we do believe in what he's able to do."
If Gray is the most unpredictable of the three new starting pitcher pickups, Roark is the most consistent. Throw out a
2016 season built largely on balls-in-play luck and an abnormally high strand rate, and you have a pitcher who
consistently prevents run at right around league-average rates, while averaging more than 190 innings pitched over
the past three seasons. That durability should benefit the younger incumbent pitchers from last season's squad, said
Reds rookie manager David Bell. Meanwhile, Wood has been the best pitcher of the three over the past couple
years, clocking a strikeout-to-walk rate just shy of 4-to-1.
It's not just the arms that are new in Cincinnati, though. The revamped Reds coaching staff has been huddling
throughout the winter, trying to hit the ground running ahead of the 2019 season. Talk to both Johnson and Bell, and
each one shares a similar message about the other: They're aiming for as collaborative a process as possible, as the
Reds try to shake off years of pitching misery.
"The most important thing we do is communicate," said Bell. "Yes, Derek has very strong thoughts and opinions.
But one of the great things about Derek is he's not presenting a philosophy as much as sharing his expertise, as much
as listening and contributing. Derek is smart enough to want to tap into some of the very smart people in this
organization, and learn from them too. We are including everyone in the process, trying to be as aligned as
possible."
Having Bell, Johnson, and multiple other coaches entering their first season with the Reds facilitates that less
hierarchical, more collaborative approach. It could also help Cincinnati avoid overpreaching some of the oldest,
least useful baseball slogans. On the pitching side, one such jingle is that nothing beats a well-placed fastball. While
that might be true for many pitchers, a one-size-fits-all approach risks leaving certain pitchers behind.
When Gray tried to adopt the Yankees' approach of throwing fewer fastballs by featuring his four-seamer less often
than ever before, he ran into trouble. On the flip side, young righty Luis Castillo threw heat (either his four-seamer
or sinker) more than twice as often as he unleashed his changeup last season. That despite his changeup being one of
the most devastating weapons in baseball (opponents batted .198 against it in 2018, and a microscopic .124 against it

during Castillo's electric rookie season). The Reds' only pitching philosophy this season will be not to have one, but
instead to customize instruction based on whoever's standing on the mound.
"I use Wade (Miley) as an example," said Johnson, referring to his work with journeyman turned shutdown pitcher
Wade Miley for the Brewers last season. "Wade came into camp, having spent a lot of time in that offseason trying
to figure out how to be a better pitcher. He understood some of his limitations, understood he needed to make some
changes. So we worked with him on those changes, on trying to convey to guys what their individual strengths really
are. All of baseball is built around relationships, on getting guys to the point where we can have a dialogue, and
some real thought behind the dialogue. You want pitchers to be invested, and be part of that development. You talk
through things, get one another's opinions, and then it's OK to be wrong and start over too."
The hope is that an individualized approach will get the best out of the three veteran imports and maybe more
importantly unlock more of Castillo's huge potential, as well as the upside of numerous other young Reds pitchers.
"You'd like to be able to point to just one thing and say 'that's going to be it,'" said Johnson. "I think in Castillo's
case, he's very talented, he's got a pitch that's very hard to hit. Then the other part of him and some of the other guys
on the staff, which is normal for their age, is figuring out the rest of it. He's got to be able to put his changeup in the
zone when he wants to, and also be able to take it out of the strike zone at the right time. I think more than anything
it's just getting more experience at this level. At High-A and Double-A, guys swing at pitches that they won't in the
big leagues. So you have to figure out, 'What's my next step as a pitcher? What can I do to help get lefties out a little
more?' It's figuring out what a hitter's trying to do, what they'll swing at, what they won't. It's learning how to pitch.
And when it happens, it's going to be really awesome to watch."
Awesome to watch if and when it happens, and promising for a team coming off five straight sub-.500 seasons. If
the Reds finally get the quality pitching they've long sought, the team with an elite set of corner infielders, a strong
group of prospects that includes major-league-ready hitter Nick Senzel, and new faces like Yasiel Puig and Matt
Kemp, suddenly becomes one of baseball's most intriguing sleepers.

ASSOCIATED PRESS
Frank Robinson, baseball’s fearsome trailblazer, dies at 83
By DAVID GINSBURG and BEN WALKER
Feb. 8, 2019
Crowding the plate, fearsome and fearless, Frank Robinson hammered his way into the Hall of Fame.
His legacy, however, was cemented that day in 1975 when he simply stood in the dugout at old Cleveland Stadium
— the first black manager in Major League Baseball.
Robinson, the only player to earn the MVP award in both leagues and a Triple Crown winner, died Thursday at 83.
He had been in failing health and in hospice care at his home in the Bel Air section of Los Angeles. MLB said he
was with family and friends at the time.
“Frank Robinson’s resume in our game is without parallel, a trailblazer in every sense, whose impact spanned
generations,” Commissioner Rob Manfred said in a statement.
Robinson hit 586 home runs — he was fourth on the career list behind only Hank Aaron, Babe Ruth and Willie
Mays when he retired and now ranks 10th. An MVP with Cincinnati and Baltimore, he led the Orioles to their first
World Series championship in 1966.
“Frank Robinson and I were more than baseball buddies. We were friends. Frank was a hard-nosed baseball player
who did things on the field that people said could never be done,” Aaron posted on Twitter.
“Baseball will miss a tremendous human being,” he said.

An All-Star outfielder in 12 seasons and a first-ballot selection to Cooperstown, Robinson also was a Rookie of the
Year, a Gold Glove outfielder and a bruising runner.
But his place in the sport’s history extended far beyond the batter’s box and basepaths.
Robinson fulfilled his quest to become the first African-American manager in the big leagues when he was hired by
the Cleveland Indians. His impact was immediate and memorable.
The Indians opened at home that year and Robinson, still active, batted himself second as the designated hitter. In
the first inning, he homered off Doc Medich and the crowd went crazy, cheering the whole April afternoon as
Cleveland beat the Yankees.
The Reds, Orioles and Indians have retired his No. 20 and honored him with statues at their stadiums.
Robinson later managed San Francisco, Baltimore and Montreal. He became the first manager of the Washington
Nationals after the franchise moved from Montreal for the 2005 season — the Nationals put him in their Ring of
Honor.
More than half the major league teams have had black managers since his debut with Cleveland.
Robinson later spent several years working as an executive for MLB and for a time oversaw the annual Civil Rights
Game. He advocated for more minorities throughout baseball and worked with former Commissioner Bud Selig to
develop the Selig Rule, directing teams to interview at least one minority candidate before hiring a new manager.
For all he did on and off the field, Robinson was presented the Presidential Medal of Freedom by George W. Bush
in 2005.
“Frank Robinson’s wife, Barbara Ann Cole, once said, “He believes in rules and he respects the game. He reveres
the game,‘” Bush said in a statement. “When I presented him with the Presidential Medal of Freedom in 2005, I
noted that ‘Baseball fans across America will tell you the feeling is returned. In the game we love, few names will
ever command as much respect and esteem as the name of Frank Robinson.’”
Brooks Robinson, a fellow first-ballot Hall of Famer, said he spoke to his Baltimore teammate and longtime friend a
few days ago.
“He was the best player I ever played with,” he said.
Hall of Fame manager Joe Torre played against and worked with Frank Robinson for years.
“He was a tough nut,” Torre recalled at the owners’ meetings in Orlando, Florida. “He never lost that feistiness,
which puts a smile on your face ... He was always that guy that commanded a lot of respect and he had a presence
about him.”
Born Aug. 21, 1935, in Beaumont, Texas, Robinson attended McClymonds High School in Oakland, California, and
was a basketball teammate of future NBA great Bill Russell. But it was on the diamond, rather than court, where
fame awaited Robinson.
“We all know we lost one of the Greats,” tweeted Russell, also the first black coach in the NBA.
Starting out in an era when Mays, Aaron, Mickey Mantle and Ted Williams were the big hitters, Robinson more
than held his own over 21 seasons — if anything, many who watched Robinson felt he never got his full due as an
all-time great. He finished with 1,812 RBIs and hit .294 — he played in the World Series five times, and homered in
each of them.
Robinson was the only player to hit a ball completely out of old Memorial Stadium in Baltimore and once connected
for grand slams in consecutive innings of a game. But he didn’t just slug away, as evidenced by a .389 on-base
average boosted by 1,420 walks against 1,532 strikeouts. Extremely alert on the bases, he had 204 steals.

Robinson played the game with grace, yet was known as a fierce competitor who combined hard work with natural
talent. He planted himself near the plate, yielding to no pitcher, and didn’t seem to care about being brushed back or
getting hit by a pitch 198 times.
“Pitchers did me a favor when they knocked me down,” Robinson said. “It made me more determined. I wouldn’t let
that pitcher get me out.”
And opposing pitchers noticed.
“Frank Robinson might have been the best I ever saw at turning his anger into runs. He challenged you physically as
soon as he stepped into the batter’s box, with half his body hanging over the plate,” Hall ace Bob Gibson once
wrote.
“As a rule, I’m reluctant to express admiration for hitters, but I make an exception for Frank Robinson,” Gibson
wrote.
Robinson carried a similar philosophy as a baserunner, unapologetically sliding spikes high whenever necessary.
“The baselines belong to the runner, and whenever I was running the bases, I always slid hard,” Robinson declared.
Robinson broke in with a bang as a 20-year-old big leaguer. He tied the first-year record with 38 home runs for
Cincinnati in 1956, scored a league-high 122 times and was voted NL Rookie of the Year.
Robinson was the 1961 NL MVP after batting .323 with 37 homers and 124 RBIs for the pennant-winning Reds, and
reached career highs in runs (134) and RBIs (136) in 1962.
All-time hits leader Pete Rose joined the Reds the next year.
“He had a huge influence on me when I first came up in ’63,” Rose told The Associated Press by phone. “Frank was
a really aggressive, hard-nosed player, and it rubbed off on everybody. Frank was the one who took me under his
wings, so to speak. ... Frank consistently talked to me about playing the game the right way,” he said.
Robinson was an All-Star, too, in 1965, but Reds owner Bill DeWitt decided Robinson was an old-ish 30 and it was
time to make a move.
That December, Robinson was the centerpiece in what would ultimately be one of the most lopsided trades in
baseball history, going to Baltimore for pitchers Milt Pappas and Jack Baldschun and outfielder Dick Simpson.
Robinson became an instant hit with the Orioles in 1966 as the unanimous AL MVP and a Triple Crown winner.
On May 8, he became the only player ever to hit a home run completely out of Baltimore’s home park, Memorial
Stadium. The drive came against Cleveland ace Luis Tiant, and the spot where the ball sailed over the left-field wall
was marked by a flag that read “HERE” that remained in place until the Orioles left for Camden Yards in 1991.
Robinson batted .316 with 49 home runs and 122 RBIs during his first season in Birdland. He then homered in the
first inning of the 1966 World Series opener at Dodger Stadium and capped off the four-game sweep of Los Angeles
with another homer off Don Drysdale in a 1-0 win in Game 4.
Robinson hit two home runs against Rose and the Reds to help win another crown for the Orioles in 1970.
All told, Robinson was an All-Star in five of his six seasons with Baltimore, reaching the World Series four times
and batting .300 with 179 home runs. The cap on his Cooperstown plaque carries on O’s logo.
Pappas went 30-29 over two-plus seasons with the Reds, Baldschun won one game in 51 appearances over two years
with Cincinnati and Simpson hit five home runs as a part-time outfielder for the Reds during two mediocre seasons.
Robinson was traded to the Dodgers before the 1972 season. He played for the California Angels in 1973 and was
dealt to Cleveland late in the 1974 season.
His managerial debut came 28 years after Jackie Robinson broke the MLB color barrier as a player.

“Every time I put on this uniform, I think of Jackie Robinson,” Frank Robinson said as he began his new role.
Jackie Robinson’s widow, Rachel, and daughter Sharon paid tribute.
“Frank Robinson was a dear friend and realized one of Jack’s great hopes, becoming baseball’s first AfricanAmerican manager. He was remarkable and made us all feel proud for his many contributions to baseball and to
society,” they said together in a statement.
Robinson had coached for the Orioles and worked in their front office when he became their manager in 1988 after
the team opened at 0-6. Things didn’t get much better right away as Baltimore went on to lose its first 21 games and
finished 54-107. The next season, the O’s went 87-75 and Robinson was voted AL Manager of the Year.
Tough and demanding, he went 1,065-1,176 overall as a big league manager.
A no-nonsense guy, Robinson also had a sharp wit. That served him well in Baltimore where, in addition to being a
star right fielder, he was the judge for the team’s Kangaroo Court, assessing playful fines for missing signs, uniform
mishaps and other things he deemed as infractions.
At the time, the Orioles had a batboy named Jay Mazzone, whose hands were amputated when he was 2 after a
burning accident. Mazzone capably did his job for years with metal hooks and became good friends with Robinson.
Some players, though, initially weren’t sure how to treat the teen.
“Frank Robinson broke the ice,” Mazzone said. “He was running his Kangaroo Court and calling a vote among the
players, whether to fine somebody or not.”
“It was either thumbs up or thumbs down,” he recalled. “After the vote, he said, ‘Jay, you’re fined for not voting.’
Everybody laughed. After that, I was treated just like everybody else.”
Survivors include his wife, Barbara, and daughter Nichelle.
There was no immediate word on funeral arrangements. The family said in lieu of flowers, contributions in
Robinson’s memory could be made to the National Civil Rights Museum in Memphis, Tennessee, or the National
Museum of African American History & Culture in Washington, D.C.

TRANSACTIONS
02/07/19
Texas Rangers invited non-roster LHP Brady Feigl to spring training.
Texas Rangers invited non-roster RHP Richelson Pena to spring training.
New York Mets signed free agent C Devin Mesoraco to a minor league contract and invited him to spring training.
Miami Marlins traded C J.T. Realmuto to Philadelphia Phillies for C Jorge Alfaro, RHP Sixto Sanchez, LHP Will
Stewart and Future Considerations.
Texas Rangers invited non-roster RHP Yoel Espinal to spring training.
Texas Rangers invited non-roster 3B Andy Ibanez to spring training.
Texas Rangers invited non-roster 2B Christian Lopes to spring training.
Cleveland Indians signed free agent 3B Ryan Flaherty to a minor league contract and invited him to spring training.
Cleveland Indians signed free agent C Dioner Navarro to a minor league contract and invited him to spring training.
Texas Rangers signed free agent OF Hunter Pence to a minor league contract and invited him to spring training.
Texas Rangers signed free agent 1B Matt Davidson to a minor league contract and invited him to spring training.
Baltimore Orioles signed free agent RHP Nate Karns.
Baltimore Orioles designated SS Jack Reinheimer for assignment.
Kansas City Royals signed free agent RHP Brad Boxberger.

