Putting past behind, Kluber ready for redemption
By Jordan Bastian MLB.com @MLBastian
CLEVELAND -- Corey Kluber stood atop a small wood box, allowing the pack of reporters to circle around him inside the funereal interview
room across the hall from the Indians' quiet clubhouse. Questions broke through the awkward silence, which was then replaced by Kluber's
mumbled, monotone replies.
The sting of an abrupt October exit had yet to fully sink in for Kluber, whose struggles in the American League Division Series defeat to the
Yankees last year were under the media microscope. If there was something ailing Kluber, the leader of Cleveland's rotation was not about to
fire it into the microphones as an excuse.
"I don't think I need to get into details about it," Kluber said after the Game 5 loss to New York last year. "I was healthy enough to go out there
and try to pitch."
Last spring, when Kluber had four months to let the frustration dissipate, the pitcher repeated a variation of the same response.
"I was good enough to pitch," he said. "I just didn't get the job done."
Now, as the Indians prepare for the upcoming ALDS against the Astros, with Kluber coming off yet another brilliant campaign as Cleveland's
ace, there is still no further information about what precisely was hindering the right-hander last October. If there was something minor
healthwise hindering his mechanics, Kluber is still not tipping his hand.
"And he never will," said Josh Tomlin, whose locker is a couple down from Kluber's at Progressive Field. "That's what you want in a guy, right?
You want a guy to be able to take the ball no matter what the issue is and go compete. That's what he did. Whether he was 100 percent,
whether he was 50 percent, if he thought he was good enough to go out there and get the job done, you give him the ball."This October could
be viewed as a chance at redemption for Kluber.
Kluber will take the ball for the Indians opposite Justin Verlander in Game 1 of the ALDS on Friday at Minute Maid Park. Cleveland's two-time
AL Cy Young Award winner shouldered a heavy load in a remarkable 2016 postseason showing, but he could not get the job done against the
Cubs in Game 7 of the World Series. Kluber started twice in the ALDS last year against the Yankees, but it is known that something was not
right with the pitcher.
As Kluber compartmentalizes all the information at hand for the ALDS ahead, those other playoffs experiences, including the missteps, are
stuffed away in "the past" file in his mind. He has scouting reports on Houston hitters to worry about. He has a game plan to assemble with his
catcher and pitching coach Carl Willis.
"I don't want this to come off the wrong way," Kluber said. "But I think fans tend to dwell on things like that a little more than we do as players.
Obviously, when we were eliminated last year, there was disappointment. Just like when we lost Game 7 of the World Series, there was
disappointment. Part of preparing yourself for the next year is putting that behind you and getting ready for the next Spring Training, the next
season, the next postseason.
"It's always having that mentality of looking forward. There's enough to worry about without having to try to make up for last year."
All Kluber did this year -- following up his AL Cy Young Award showing in 2017 -- was go 20-7 with a 2.89 ERA in 33 starts, ending with 222
strikeouts against 34 walks in an AL-leading 215 innings. The right-hander became the first pitcher in Indians history to log at least 200 innings
and 200 strikeouts in five consecutive seasons, and he became the first 20-game winner for the Tribe since 2008.
Over the past three years combined, Kluber has gone 56-20 with a 2.77 ERA, posting 10.1 strikeouts per nine innings to go with a 5.6 strikeoutto-walk ratio. For all the success, though, Kluber would be the first to say that he would happily trade in his personal trophies for a World Series
ring.
"He's ready to go. He's ready to accept the challenge of anchoring our staff," Indians manager Terry Francona said. "I can't think of anybody
better."
Kluber set a franchise record for starts (six) in the 2016 postseason, when he fashioned a 1.83 ERA in 34 1/3 innings before running out of gas
for Cleveland's depleted pitching staff in Game 7 of the World Series. He started Game 2 of the ALDS last year and allowed six runs in 2 2/3
innings, but the Tribe made a stirring comeback and beat New York, 9-8, in 13 innings.
In Game 5, Kluber looked better -- he generated 15 swinging strikes in 3 2/3 innings -- but two mistakes to Didi Gregorius led to an early exit.
Gregorius hit a solo homer in the first, a two-run homer in the third and the Yankees dealt Cleveland a 5-2 loss to send the club into an early
winter.
"It was terrible. It was terrible," Tomlin said. "I didn't know if it was worse in '16 or last year, just the simple fact of we knew what we had last
year and we knew we had a chance to win the World Series. Next thing you know, you're at home."
Kluber has done his best to wipe that from his memory.
"Those situations didn't play out the way I would've liked them to," Kluber said. "But it's no different than if you have a bad start during the
season. The best way to cope with that is to flush it. If you sit and dwell on it, those things start to eat away at you and you start carrying a
weight around that makes doing things that are already difficult even more difficult.

"Whether it's a pitcher pitching poorly or a hitter in a slump, guys have experience of pushing that aside. You keep looking forward and you
focus on the task at hand."
Tribe plans to use Bauer in leverage situations
By Jordan Bastian MLB.com @MLBastian
CLEVELAND -- Expect Trevor Bauer to pitch for the Indians in the American League Division Series against the Astros. Whether the righthander comes out of the bullpen to handle a leverage situation or takes the ball as a starter, Bauer is very much in Cleveland's postseason
plans.
"I can see, if we get where we want to go, Trevor having a bigger hand in it than he realizes right now," Indians manager Terry Francona said
during Tuesday's workout at Progressive Field.
Francona had previously made it known that ace Corey Kluber (Game 1 on Friday) and righty Carlos Carrasco (Game 2 at 4:37 p.m. ET on
Saturday) will start for the AL Central champions in the first two games at Minute Maid Park. On Tuesday, Francona announced righty Mike
Clevinger is slated to start Game 3 on Monday in Cleveland.
Depending on how the bullpen is used in the first few games, either Bauer or rookie Shane Bieber will start Game 4, if the ALDS extends that
far. Francona reiterated that Cleveland wants to avoid a short-rest situation (Kluber returning for Game 4, for example), and the manager would
prefer to have Bauer available for critical innings rather than hold him for a later game.
If the ALDS were to reach five games, Francona noted Carrasco would likely be available out of the bullpen, too.
"We're trying to take our roster and expand it a little bit," Francona explained.
Bauer, who sustained a stress fracture on Aug. 11, went 12-6 with a 2.21 ERA, piling up 221 strikeouts against 57 walks in 175 1/3 innings. The
righty returned from the disabled list Sept. 21 and made three appearances for the Indians down the stretch. In 9 1/3 innings after being
activated, Bauer allowed two runs with seven strikeouts and one walk.
Bauer's highest pitch count since his return was 60 pitches against the White Sox, but he built up to around 80 with more throws in the bullpen
after that start. He then worked four shutout innings of relief (51 pitches) in Sunday's regular-season finale against the Royals.
"Having [Bauer] as as starter can be really important," Francona said. "Again, we wouldn't use him without a leverage situation. But if we got
some leverage, that's where we're going to try to figure it out. The other thing, too, is I don't know if I'd want him to go that long without pitching,
so an inning or two wouldn't hurt him anyway."
Worth noting
• All-Star catcher Yan Gomes was not in either lineup for Tuesday's intrasquad game at Progressive Field. Gomes still has two stitches in his
right thumb due to the laceration sustained in Saturday's game in Kansas City, but the catcher was optimistic about being available for Game 1
of the ALDS.
"I'm hitting today and doing normal things today," Gomes said Tuesday. "It's all just a matter of kind of taking care of the stitches right now. ...
Absolutely [I'll be ready for Game 1]. Right now, it just feels like a bad cut on my hand and it's on the outside, so it's fine. The ball's not going to
rub against [the cut] or anything."
• Outfielder Brandon Guyer, who has been dealing with a right shoulder issue, did not play the final three regular-season games for the Indians.
Guyer took part in Tuesday's intrasquad game, but he was instructed to track pitches.
"We expect him to be fine," Francona said. "We just don't want to push it."
• Utility man Erik Gonzalez is no longer in MLB's concussion protocol and was unrestricted for Tuesday's intrasquad game. Gonzalez is vying
for a spot on the ALDS bench, along with outfielders Greg Allen, Rajai Davis and Guyer, plus corner infielder Yandy Diaz.
Ramirez nominated for AL Aaron Award
By Daniel Kramer MLB.com @DKramer_
Hank Aaron is still widely revered as one of the game's all-time great hitters, a first-ballot Hall of Famer whose career statistics still rank among
history's best. Aaron, who still has a presence in today's game as a senior vice president in the Braves' front office, is best remembered for
breaking Babe Ruth's career home run record, and his 755 total ranked first when he retired in 1976. Yet for all his power, Aaron was perhaps
just as effective as a contact hitter, as his 3,771 hits (third all time) would attest.
Today, the awards bestowed to each league's best overall hitter bears Aaron's name.
Voting is underway through Oct. 8 at MLB.com and the 30 club sites, where fans can help choose the winners. The annual award was
introduced in 1999 to honor the 25th anniversary of Aaron breaking Ruth's all-time home run record. At that time, it was the first major award
introduced by MLB in more than 25 years.
Indians: Jose Ramirez
Orioles: Adam Jones
Royals: Whit Merrifield
Rays: Joey Wendle
Here is each club's nominee for 2018,
Tigers: Nicholas Castellanos
Red Sox: J.D. Martinez
broken down by each division.
Twins: Eddie Rosario
Yankees: Giancarlo Stanton
White Sox: Jose Abreu
AL EAST
AL CENTRAL
Blue Jays: Justin Smoak

AL WEST
Angels: Mike Trout
Astros: Alex Bregman
Athletics: Khris Davis
Mariners: Mitch Haniger
Rangers: Joey Gallo

NL EAST
Braves: Freddie Freeman
Marlins: J.T. Realmuto
Mets: Michael Conforto
Nationals: Anthony Rendon
Phillies: Rhys Hoskins

Cubs: Javier Baez
Pirates: Gregory Polanco
Reds: Scooter Gennett
NL WEST
D-backs: Paul Goldschmidt
Dodgers: Max Muncy
Giants: Evan Longoria
Padres: Franmil Reyes
Rockies: Trevor Story

2016 Hank Aaron Awards
2016 Hank Aaron Awards
NL CENTRAL
01:29
Brewers: Christian Yelich
Oct. 26th, 2016
Cardinals: Matt Carpenter
"I am honored to have my name on the award given by Major League Baseball to the top offensive performers in the game," Aaron said in the
past.
This marks the ninth straight year that fans' voices and votes will be included in the selection process. A special panel of Hall of Fame players,
who have been personally selected by Aaron to lend their expertise -- Roberto Alomar, Johnny Bench, Craig Biggio, Ken Griffey Jr., Eddie
Murray and Robin Yount -- will also vote for the awards along with Aaron himself.
This year's field features an array of new faces -- Goldschmidt, Stanton and Trout are the only former Aaron Award winners amongst this year's
finalists -- including some of this year's true breakout stars, such as Story, Muncy and Bregman. Thirteen finalists were named All-Stars this
year, and the group also features 22 players under the age of 30, with seven aged 25 or younger.
History has typically favored the sluggers, and in today's era, where the long ball is as prevalent as it ever has been, fans could opt for
nominees in that mold. It's worth noting that the reigning American League winner, Jose Altuve, was one of seven batting champions to win the
Aaron Award in the same year.
Here are the previous Aaron Award winners:
2007: Alex Rodriguez and Prince Fielder
2017: Jose Altuve and Giancarlo Stanton
2006: Jeter and Ryan Howard
2016: Kris Bryant and David Ortiz
2005: Ortiz and Andruw Jones
2015: Josh Donaldson and Bryce Harper
2004: Manny Ramirez and Barry Bonds
2014: Stanton and Trout
2003: Rodriguez and Pujols
2013: Miguel Cabrera and Goldschmidt
2002: Rodriguez and Bonds
2012: Cabrera and Buster Posey
2001: Rodriguez and Bonds
2011: Jose Bautista and Matt Kemp
2000: Carlos Delgado and Todd Helton
2010: Bautista and Joey Votto
1999: Manny Ramirez and Sammy Sosa
2009: Derek Jeter and Albert Pujols
2008: Aramis Ramirez and Kevin Youkilis
The Aaron Awards, which are officially sanctioned by Major League Baseball, will be presented by Aaron and Commissioner Rob Manfred
during the 2018 World Series.
Why the Indians went out of their way to simulate an average day at the ballpark during their playoff layoff
By T.J. Zuppe Oct 2, 2018 4
CLEVELAND — A steady hum of conversation filled the Indians clubhouse, occasionally punctuated by the rhythmic bouncing of pingpong balls
between morning combatants Tyler Olson and Brandon Barnes.
Their continued crossfire kept the surrounding crowd of reporters on their toes.
A large contingent of media had infiltrated the Tribe locker room Tuesday morning — a group that began to resemble the usual size of a
postseason crowd — but that couldn’t hide SportsTime Ohio reporter Andre Knott from an incoming Rajai Davis.
“Are those new shoes for the playoffs?” Davis shouted across the room.
“Man, these are old,” Knott responded with a recognizable laugh.
Elsewhere, familiar faces filtered in and out of the room. Brandon Guyer and Corey Kluber shuffled through the clubhouse, while an inquisitive
reporter asked Josh Tomlin whether he had a few minutes.
Being the Indians’ most accessible player, you know he did.
It was a day like any other.
That was the point.
But the magnitude of the days ahead would soon come to light.

Tyler Naquin made his way to his locker, returning from a stint in Goodyear, Ariz. Naquin, who is attempting to serve as postseason injury
insurance, underwent hip surgery in early August. Excluding a couple of live at-bats at the team’s facility over the past two months, he was set
to mark his first game-like action since late July.
Exciting?
“Yeah, bro,” Naquin told The Athletic. “You get to put on a fucking jersey, go out there and maybe get to make a diving play or something.”
On the other side of the clubhouse, Yan Gomes was swarmed by microphones and television cameras. They were pointed at the catcher’s
face, but reporters took a larger interest in the right thumb of Gomes, the one that burst open and was almost instantly covered in blood after an
unfortunate connection with Alex Gordon’s bat in Kansas City.
The thumb was still swollen, stitches in place, but Gomes didn’t think it would keep him from catching Game 1 of the Division Series.
“Right now,” he explained, “it just feels like a bad cut on my hand. And it’s on the outside. It’s fine. The ball’s not going to rub against it or
anything.”
On the far end of the locker room, a separate group began to surround Jason Kipnis.
Not missing a chance to escape the lingering crowd, Gomes pointed across the room.
“Go get Kipnis,” he said slyly.
Kipnis, on his second (or maybe third) scrum of the morning, calmly responded to questions about the team’s mindset. He was asked about the
faith in Corey Kluber. He was peppered with questions about center field and being “built for October,” whatever that might mean.
Finally, the veteran was asked about the four-day break between games — and most important, how they planned to manage the emotions of
arriving at their long-awaited destination: A best-of-five series against the Astros, the reigning world champs.
This isn’t their first postseason rodeo, after all. They’ve dealt with similar lengthy layoffs in the past, each time gaining experience and learning
what best works for them.
“We’ve been anxious for months, to be honest,” Kipnis said. “But that being said, now that we get so close, we have to tone it down a little bit.
Because I think we’ve got a lot of stuff to do before Friday. This is where you really have to buckle down.
“As much as you just want to run through a wall to get out there, it comes down to being a professional and how do you handle it. Because
we’ve been there and it’s more than just emotions that’s going to get us through this.”
That mentality is partially why the team arrived at the ballpark well before noon Tuesday.
Hell, it was why they were there at all.
Terry Francona, his staff and the Indians’ front office wanted to mimic as much of a typical game day as they could in the days leading up to
Friday’s opener at Minute Maid Park. Francona wanted more than just some live at-bats to get the blood flowing, he preferred an intrasquad
matchup, one featuring loud music, actual fans, pregame interviews and somewhat competitive showdowns.
He viewed the week leading up to the playoffs as their chance to “build momentum.”
And they were willing to do nearly anything to simulate the real McCoy.
In the end, it wasn’t possible to get real fans through the gates, but they’ll certainly hope the manufactured atmosphere is enough to keep
players in rhythm during the lengthy break between Sunday’s end of the regular season and the Friday afternoon start of the playoffs.
But before Tuesday’s fun could begin — unforgettable moments like Barnes robbing Francisco Lindor of a hit and offering him the Dikembe
Mutombo finger wag, José Ramírez taking Shane Bieber deep to right field seats, a hopeful sign of his slump reaching its end, or Barnes
getting deked into a fake rundown between Lindor and Josh Donaldson after his homer clanked off the left-field railing and landed back on the
field — there was some important housekeeping to attend to.
For Francona, that meant a 20-minute session with reporters prior to the eventual rain-shortened 2-1 win by the Dobys, led by Barnes and
Adam Rosales, over the Fellers, who featured many of the Tribe’s regulars.
Francona touched on everything from Erik González’s status — the infielder was cleared to participate in the scrimmage after taking a pitch to
the head last week — to the latest on Brandon Guyer, who has been battling a right shoulder issue and was cleared to see some pitches during
the intrasquad matchup.
Most important, he laid out their tentative pitching plans beyond Corey Kluber in Game 1 and Carlos Carrasco in Game 2.

As of now, Mike Clevinger is scheduled to pitch Game 3 at Progressive Field, while Trevor Bauer or Bieber will start Game 4, if necessary. The
decision will come down to a potential need to use Bauer earlier in the series out of the bullpen. If Bauer remains unused, Francona’s
preference is to start him. But if a situation in Game 1 or 2 calls for his services, they won’t hesitate to call upon the durable righty.
Certainly, had Bauer not suffered a stress fracture in his leg in August, he’d be slated for a more definite role. But as it stands now, the
rehabbing hurler can still have a major impact.
“I can see,” Francona said, “if we get where we want to go, Trevor having a bigger hand in it than he realizes right now.”
But before making any official announcements on the roster, the size of the bullpen or the number of outfielders they’d carry into the first round,
they needed to make it through an afternoon of piped-in crowd noise, empty seats and playful competition between teammates.
Clevinger took the field just before 2 p.m. to begin firing his warmup tosses. Bob Tayek, the team’s public address announcer, introduced the
American League Central Division champions to a nonexistent crowed (outside of a few club staffers seated in the lower bowl). Yonder Alonso
fired a baseball to each of the infielders in typical pregame fashion, Greg Allen dug in and Clevinger offered his full arsenal to the first of the
three hitters he’d face.
They say nothing can truly simulate October baseball.
… And this confirmed it.
Still, the day served its purpose — beyond a handful of light moments.
Clevinger, Bieber, Cody Allen, Oliver Pérez, Dan Otero, Brad Hand and Adam Cimber all earned some level of work. Tribe hitters were able to
track pitches and take swings, giving them some sort of activity during the lengthy layoff. Guyer, González and Naquin were also able to clear
some form of hurdles by taking part in the day’s action.
Most important, it offered some level of productivity for everyone involved.
That does nothing to guarantee a preferred series outcome — nothing can — but it certainly beats sitting back and waiting for the inevitable to
arrive.
“Everybody gets nervous,” Francona said. “But I really enjoy (playoff games) because our preparation is so good. What gives you anxiety, at
least in my opinion, is, ‘Man, what am I gonna do?’ Once you kind of know, sit back and enjoy the competition because it’s so hard to get here. I
think you have to enjoy it.”
Ready for redemption, Indians eyeing title this October
The Associated Press
scrimmage, one of their last workouts before things get very real.
The fresh swag included blue-and-red T-shirts emblazoned with ''October Ready.''
''October Redemption'' may have been more fitting.
After falling short of a World Series title the past two postseasons with gut-wrenching defeats, the Indians enter the 2018 playoffs looking to
finish the job and end baseball's longest championship drought - now at 70 years.
''The last two Octobers,'' said All-Star catcher Yan Gomes. ''We had it in our grasp and it kind of just slipped away.''
When the Indians open the AL Division Series on Friday in Houston with 20-game winner Corey Kluber facing Astros star Justin Verlander,
those past fall failures won't mean a thing to a Cleveland team that has had several weeks to get healthy and line up its pitching after coasting
to a third straight Central title.
But since blowing a 2-0 lead in last year's Division Series to the New York Yankees, the Indians have been focused on getting their next swings
on baseball's biggest stage.
This time, they want to make the most off them.
''I certainly think that the way the last the last couple of years have gone have hopefully driven us to work a little bit harder, crave it a little bit
more in getting there and being that last team to win a game,'' said reliever Andrew Miller, whose struggles this season have included three
disabled-list stints. ''It's not going to be easy. There's a lot of good teams that you got to go through and you got to have a lot of things probably
go your way.
''You got to have luck on your side on top of it all, so this team is as capable as anybody. It's just a matter of us getting those breaks and
playing up to our ability.''
The Indians enter this postseason with fewer questions than in previous years.

Kluber is pitching as well as ever and the two-time Cy Young winner isn't plagued by the back issues that led to him being so ineffective in last
season's ALDS. All-Star outfielder Michael Brantley is healthy as well, and Cleveland's lineup - driven by dynamic infielders Francisco Lindor
and Jose Ramirez - is deeper than ever following the late-season acquisition of third baseman Josh Donaldson, the 2015 league MVP.
Jason Kipnis has a postseason of playing the outfield under his belt, and Ramirez, who was in the thick of the MVP race before a September
swoon, has shown signs of emerging from his slump.
The Indians' bullpen has had some major problems, but lefty Brad Hand gives manager Terry Francona another late-inning option, and don't be
surprised if starter Trevor Bauer, who recently returned from a broken leg, is used in key relief situations.
Francona believes his team is hitting its stride at just the right moment.
''We were so unsettled last year in the playoffs,'' he said. ''We went through a lot of that the last two weeks. It's not a lot of fun, because it's
unsettling. But I think - in fact, I know - it was for a good reason. Now, we're going to see if it pays off. We think we have Donaldson in a good
place. We think Andrew's come so far. Kip's had three weeks to play center field. Jose's had three weeks at second.
''If you have too many question marks, sometimes the answer is no. And we really don't want that to happen.''
The Indians don't want a repeat of last October, either.
Cleveland won the first two games at home over New York before losing 1-0 in Game 3, which could have easily gone to the Indians if Yankees
right fielder Aaron Judge didn't reach over the right-field wall to rob Lindor of a two-run homer.
The Yankees went on to win Game 4 and closed out the series in Cleveland, bringing back painful memories for Indians fans who witnessed
the Chicago Cubs end their Series drought on the same field a year earlier.
''We didn't put our best foot forward the last couple games,'' Francona said, reflecting for a moment on last season. ''Saying that, shoot, you've
got to look at things in perspective. If Judge is 6'1 instead of 6'9, we probably win Game 3.''
This October run for the Indians begins with a tough matchup against the defending World Series champions.
Houston has it all, including a title Cleveland wants.
''It's going to be one of the most evenly-matched series of the first rounds,'' Kipnis said. ''In terms of staff, we line up with them. In lineup, we
line up with them. It's going to be a lot of fun to lace it up and get on out there. It doesn't matter how you've done. In October last year we
thought we were the best team and had a lot of wins, and here come the Yankees.
''Once it gets to October, anything goes and anything can happen. That's the fun part about it.''
“Win today, win, win today.” Indians have learned perils of peering too far ahead
by Jordan Bastian
The clock was ticking. The Indians had to turn in their roster for the American league Championship Series. In the tunnel within an empty
Progressive Field, Chris Antonetti stood with pitcher Trevor Bauer.
The Indians’ president of baseball operations examined Bauer’s right pinkie finger, which had 10 fresh stitches. Bauer was working on one of
his drones overnight and a propeller went haywire. He caught a cab to the hospital and called head athletic trainer James Quinlan. It was now
the morning of Game 1 against the Blue Jays — Oct. 14, 2016. Bauer was supposed to start Game 2 a day later.
The roster was due to MLB in 75 minutes.
“That was one of the more surreal experiences,” Antonetti said. “I’m looking at his finger, going, ‘What? How are you going to…”
At around 10 a.m. that morning, Josh Tomlin’s cell phone buzzed. He still had the chants of his name from the Fenway Park crowd echoing in
his head, and the taste of champagne lingering on his tongue. He was planning to start Game 3 of the ALCS, giving him ample time to rest and
prepare after the three-game sweep of Boston.
Plans changed.
“I remember getting the phone call,” Tomlin said. “It was, ‘Hey, T.B. cut his finger off.’ Excuse me?”
After he hung up, Tomlin tried not to dwell on the team’s mounting health problems. There was no time for that.
“There was no over-complicating things,” he said. “It was, ‘Let’s figure out a way to beat these guys right now.’ It was, ‘What can we do to win
today? We’ll worry about tomorrow, tomorrow.’”
Tomlin took the ball in Game 2, the bullpen logged 8 1/3 innings behind Bauer and his bloody digit in Game 3 and, eventually, Ryan Merritt
went from a relative unknown to boot-hoisting cult hero in the blink of eye. Cleveland and its two-and-a-half-man rotation reached the World
Series.

As this year’s Indians prepare for the AL Division Series against the Astros, maybe there is a lesson to be drawn from that 2016 experience,
and the early October exit in ’17. A roster that was depleted nearly won the whole thing because of a clean, focused, win-today mentality.
“You have to do that. That’s how we play,” Tomlin said. “That’s who we are as a team, but that gets lost sometimes when you have a really
good team. You can kind of get ahead of yourself sometimes and start looking in advance. You can’t look at it that way.”
Last season’s Indians squad made history. The group won 102 games and set an American League record with a 22-game winning streak. It
was a powerhouse roster that looked poised to cruise through October, especially after taking a 2–0 lead on the Yankees in the ALDS.
Then, New York held the line and pulled off three wins to send Cleveland’s players packing.
With the disclaimer that it is obviously easier to make this claim with the benefit of hindsight, maybe that win-today mantra that manager Terry
Francona preaches so often got a little lost.
“I don’t know if this is the case or not,” Tomlin said, “but it looked like we were almost expecting to go to the next round instead of having to beat
the Yankees. We just kind of walked in there, trying to get to the next round and there was another team that wanted it and played better than
we did.”
Tomlin paused.
“So,” he added, “they deserved it.”
Francona and the Tribe’s front office has endured criticism for how the roster was handled for the ALDS a year ago. Some of the things that
worked so well throughout the 22-game streak — when that win-today mentality was never more evident — were seemingly abandoned when the
time came to plot out the 25-man postseason cast.
Yandy Diaz was left off the roster, because the Indians did not feel they needed his bat. Michael Brantley had an impressive pinch-hit
appearance late in the year and was added to the roster amidst health concerns. Lonnie Chisenhall, who was also returning from injury, also
made the cut.
On the pitching side, the Indians plotted out a five-game plan right from the start. While Tomlin was initially announced as the Game 4 arm,
Bauer was given the start for Game 1 with the idea that he was the best equipped to return on short rest. Corey Kluber went in Game 2 in order
to pitch Game 5 on normal rest.
Everything backfired.
Giovanny Urshela — playing instead of Diaz — made two costly errors with Bauer on the mound in Game 4. Kluber was not himself, allowing
nine runs in 6 1/3 total innings in the ALDS. An ankle injury to Edwin Encarnacion forced a hobbling Brantley to take more at-bats. Chisenhall
admitted his offensive timing wasn’t there against Luis Severino.
“We didn’t put our best foot forward the last couple games,” Francona said.
Cody Allen, who was a major part of the 2016 run to the American League pennant, agreed with Tomlin’s take.
“I know going into last year, we had a ton of confidence going in,” Allen said. “I feel like going in in ’16, I feel like there was a focus on — at least
for me personally — there was so much of a focus on win today, win today, win today. Just focus on today. That’s why we were able to win 22 in
a row last year. We wiped the previous game.
“And I don’t know if we did that particularly well last year. So, understanding that regardless of what the series is — where we stand after one or
two or three games — regardless of what it is, that has no bearing on what’s going to happen next. So, just focus on today and win today.”
Just in looking at the roster construction, that mind-set appears to already be on display.
Kluber and Carlos Carrasco are Cleveland’s №1 and №2 starters. They are going in Game 1 and Game 2, respectively. Mike Clevinger —
coming off a 200-inning, 200-strikeout season — is getting the ball in Game 3. He’s earned that. No more getting cute and using him as a
“weapon” out of the bullpen.
Trevor Bauer was a Cy Young contender this season and has looked good since coming off the DL, but he hasn’t logged more than 60 pitches
in a game since early August. Rather than hold him back for a Game 4 that may or may not arrive, have Bauer available as a multi-inning relief
arm in the early games of the ALDS against Houston.
“I can see, if we get where we want to go,” Francona said, “Trevor having a bigger hand in it than he realizes right now.”
Win the game in front of you. Worry about the next one when it arrives. If you get beat, get beat using your best-available options. That was the
recipe for the 2016 postseason run.
“All bets are off when you reach that point in time,” Kluber said. “It’s all hands on deck trying to win that day’s game.”

There is also something to be said about not wasting the talent that has a home in Cleveland’s clubhouse. Guys like Allen and Andrew Miller
are hitting free agency this winter, along with Brantley and others. There are multiple Cy Young contenders, multiple MVP candidates and a
lineup full of former and current All-Stars.
The Indians want to make the most of this talent-rich roster while they can.
“Absolutely,” Miller said. “I think there’s been some talk about us maybe flying under the radar. I don’t think anybody can look at our lineup, our
rotation, our bullpen and think we’re going to fly under the radar. I think everybody sees the talent.
“There’s a lot of guys that have been a part of this [since the Wild Card Game] in 2013. It’s been a long-time coming. They’re going to be good
for a while, but like you said, people move on. There’s a list of names of guys that might not be here next year, so you kind of want to capitalize
while you can.”
And, in order to do that, Cleveland’s players know they need to take that tunnel-visioned approach to the games ahead.
“I think maybe last year, subconsciously, we may have gotten away from that,” Tomlin said. “It’s the human aspect of the game. Now, we need
to get back to playing our style of baseball, trying to win today, not worrying what’s going to happen tomorrow. That’s how you play the game.
“That’s how we’re built to play the game. And, if we don’t play that way, then it’s going to make for a long series for us. Go out there and win
today. That should be the motto going forward, for sure.”
Oct. 2: Tito’s workout minutiae
by Jordan Bastian
Q: Brandon Guyer didn’t play in the last three games in Kansas City. Everything OK with him?
TF: “He’s been battling that shoulder, so we kept him out of the games. He got examined, I think Saturday. He’s going to participate in the
game today, but just track pitches. He actually came and worked out yesterday and took balls off the bat, stuff like that. We expect him to be
fine. We just don’t want to push it.”
Q: What’s the latest on Yan Gomes?
TF: “He’s doing really well. He’s doing really well. He has [his right thumb] covered right now, but I think, just talking to him, I think he felt like he
could’ve played yesterday. We’ll keep him out of there today. He’s doing fine.”
Q: Can you walk us your rotation plans for Game 3–4?
TF: “Clevinger is Game 3. Game 4 is either Bieber or Bauer. The reason we say that is, we’re trying to take our roster and expand it a little bit.
Depending on how Bauer and Bieber are used early, that could determine who starts Game 4. And on the flip side, the hope would be that
Carrasco will be available at some point to maybe facilitate the bullpen at the back end of the series.”
Q: And you’re hoping to avoid a short-rest situation for a starter, right?
TF: “Yes. Yeah.”
Q: Do you feel like your roster is more complete now than it was a year ago going into the ALDS?
TF: “Oh, I don’t know. You get so consumed with what you’re trying to do that I don’t know that we really think about that. I do think, to your
point — the word we used a lot was being ‘unsettled.’ We were so unsettled last year in the playoffs. We went through a lot of that the last two
weeks. It’s not a lot of fun, because it’s unsettling. But I think — in fact, I know — it was for a good reason. Now, we’re going to see if it pays off.
We think we have Donaldson in a good place. We think Andrew’s come so far. Kip’s had three weeks to play center field. Jose’s had three
weeks at second. If you have too many question marks, sometimes the answer is no. And we really don’t want that to happen.”
Q: In 2016, it seemed like the team really embraced the “win today” message that you preach so much. Do you think the team got away from
that last year in the playoffs?
TF: “I think it’s easier [to say that] after, when you get asked that. We didn’t put our best foot forward the last couple games. Saying that, shoot,
I think you’ve got to look at things in perspective. If Judge is 6'1” instead of 6'9", we probably win Game 3. Kluber had his struggles. We set
those games up so he could pitch twice and I think he ended up going a combined [6 1/3] innings. … We got a little sloppy in Trevor’s [Game 2
start]. I was probably more disappointed with that — that defensively, we didn’t finish plays, because we had been so good about that.”
Q: How do you feel health-wise after another 162 games?
TF: “Oh, [shoot], it doesn’t matter. I don’t have to play. I worry so much about our guys. All I need is to make sure I can sign my name on a
lineup card and pat ’em on the back when they do well. I think I’m in a better place. Last year was really hard. Anybody at this time of year is
tired, but it’s a good tired because you get excited. This beats the hell out of packing and thinking about what you’re going to do in the
offseason.”
Q: Do you think Francisco Lindor and Jose Ramirez learned anything from last year’s struggles in the playoffs?

TF: “One, unlike other sports, when people say, ‘Did you peak too soon?’ I don’t know in baseball that [happens]. Because hitting is rhythm and
timing and it can be a little finicky. We started to uncharacteristically chase down and up. The hope is you don’t chase anywhere, but if you’re
going to chase, maybe just have it be one, not both. Then when both of them kind of struggled together it was such a big part of our offense, it
hurt us. They’ve been through so much already at a young point in their career that these games aren’t going to be too big for them. Again, I
know I say it all the time, we don’t have a crystal ball, you don’t know how anybody’s going to do. But I don’t think it’s going to be because of
the magnitude of the game.”
Q: Do you think Ramirez’s struggles in the second half were related to the team not being in a race?
TF: “I don’t think that’s why he didn’t hit. But, regardless of how you’ve done in September you have to throw it out because it doesn’t matter
anymore. Come that first pitch on Friday, that’s all that’s going to matter. You could win 22 in a row, as we did, once that first pitch happens, it’s
the first team to win three because that’s what counts.”
Q: Does it make a difference planning for starting on the road vs. starting out at home?
TF: “I hadn’t even thought of it. The use of your bullpen can be different. In a playoff game, I’m not too sure it is, anyway, because you’re going
to pitch guys and you know, if it doesn’t make it, it doesn’t make it. I’m glad that this isn’t, for the most part, our first time going through this,
because I thought a couple years ago that might not have been real good for us. I think we’re going to win or lose on how we play, not
necessarily where we play.”
Q: How’s Erik Gonzalez?
TF: “He’s actually allowed to play in the game today. He’s been cleared. He’s going to play in this game today and we’ll kind of see more how
he’s doing.”
Q: What was your take on Jason Kipnis’ season? Besides batting average, a lot of his numbers are pretty much in line with previous years.
TF: “That’s exactly what I would have said if you’d hadn’t said that. He’s got his RBIs, he’s got his home runs. His batting average took a hit.
The saving grace to that is he’s hit with runners in scoring position, which is the most important thing. And I think he’s done fine in center field.
Again, come October nobody’s going to care what your average was during the season. Tt’s what you do in October. Knowing Kip, when the
lights shine the brightest, he wants to compete. I think he’s excited. I think he’s in a good place.”
Q: Did you ever come close to losing faith in Kipnis this year?
TF: “No, we talked a couple times about it. Not about giving up, but just talked through it and we moved him down in the order. I just think for us
to be the team we wanted to be, running away from him didn’t help. Sometimes you need to be patient, because you need guys to play. And it’s
too easy to run. Same thing with Cody Allen. He’s had some ups and downs this year. It’s going to be hard for us to get where we’re going
without him. I think you just need to recognize that.”
Q: The bullpen has its ups and downs this season, but do you feel like the group is in a better place for the ALDS?
TF: “I’ll be able to tell you probably better after the series. But, I think we’ve done everything we can to get this group ready. You’re right, we
have had our ups and downs this year. But Andrew is probably in the best place he’s been all year. Hand has been rock solid since the day he
got here. Cody really hopeful that the competitiveness kicks in, because we believe in him so much even if his fastball is down a tick. There’s
just so much belief in him as a competitor that he’ll get people out. That’s just how we feel.”
Q: You said a couple weeks ago that you probably wouldn’t necessarily use Andrew Miller like you did in 2016. Is that still true?
TF: “What I meant by that was I think the first game we threw him 50-some pitches. I don’t think that’s reasonable. But, we threw him 30something the other day. I think he’s in a position where he can throw a couple innings depending how the innings go.”
Q: What’re your thoughts on where Corey Kluber is right now ahead of his Game 1 start
TF: “He’s ready to go. He’s ready to accept the challenge of anchoring our staff. We’ve talked to him about pitching Game 1, pitching Game 2.
There’s some obvious reasons for both. He really wanted — I don’t want to say burden because I don’t think it’s a burden — but like you say,
accepting the challenge of leading our team into the playoffs. And I can’t think of anybody better.”
Q: We’ve seen how bullpens have been utilized in recent Octobers, but both you and the Astros have rotations filled with 200-inning-caliber
arms. How might that impact this series?
TF: “I know what you’re saying. It’s a little bit of a copycat league. I don’t care what other teams are doing. I’ll always try to do what puts our
team in the best position to win. If that’s leaving a starter out there, we’ll do it. If not, we’ll go to the bullpen. You’ve got to remember, once you
go to the bullpen, there’s no going back. Our starters have done a really good job. The hard one is you get to that third time through the order
and you know what the numbers say. But, if you’ve got starters who have done what they’ve done… Our guys have thrown 200 innings.
There’s a reason they threw 200. It’s because they were able to make adjustments enough to go through that third time through the order.”
Q: How challenging is it to get through the top of Houston’s lineup?

TF: “I would say their entire lineup. They present so many challenges that they’re always fun to play, because of the challenges they bring. The
one thing that I think they’ve really done for the last couple years, they play until it’s time to go home. Sometimes you’ll beat them, but they
might just have ran out of outs. They keep coming at you. You’ve got to pay attention to detail. But they’re fun to play though because they’ve
got so many good players, so many good pitchers. Again, you need to be on your game and we’ve played them probably better than most
teams. I think we were 3–4 this year. They present a lot of challenges for you.”
Q: Is it more hectic or stressful planning for a short series?
TF: “You know what’s funny is, I shouldn’t speak for the rest of the guys, but once I feel prepared — and we had two good days of meetings — I
actually enjoy the heck out of these games. We worked so hard to get here. I enjoy them. Everybody gets nervous. But, I really enjoy them,
because our preparation is so good. That’s really what gives you anxiety, at least in my opinion, is, ‘Man, what am I gonna do?’ Once you kind
of know, sit back and enjoy the competition, because it’s so hard to get here. I think you have to enjoy it.”
Q: How much do you think it can help to have Bauer or Bieber available as multi-inning options out of the bullpen early on?
TF: “I can see Trevor — Bieber, too — but I can see, if we get where we want to go, Trevor having a bigger hand in it than he realizes right now.”
Q: In a postseason, where the sample sizes are small, how do you balance over-managing vs. trusting your players in certain situations?
TF: “Well that’s the big key. You’ve heard me say it, there’s a really fine line between being dumb and smart. A couple years ago we went to
Andrew in that first game, and it worked. If he gives up a home run on like pitch 49, I know I’m an idiot, because then the next day we don’t
have Andrew available for much and we lost. We won. I guess my point is, you do what you think is right, you answer the questions, be
confident enough in what you’re doing and move on. Because if you win, that’s what you’re showing up to do, is win. If you don’t, be confident
enough in what you’re doing, explain it, then move on.”
Q: Do you think you have that mindset better now than when you first got into managing?
TF: “I think I always felt that way. I don’t know if maybe people realized I felt that way. But I did. And again, I think it all started with the
preparation of the [World Series], where I was like, ‘Damn, I feel pretty comfortable here.’ And had never been there before. But we had
prepared so well that it really kind of gives you a little bit of ease.”
Q: Is it your preference to have Bauer available as a multi-inning arm as much as possible?
TF: “Not my preference. It depends on the need. Trevor, having him as as stater can be really important. If we need him to help us win those
other games, again, we wouldn’t use him without a leverage situation. But if we got some leverage, again, that’s where we’re going to try to
figure it out. The other thing, too, is I don’t know if I’d want him to go that long without pitching, so an inning or two wouldn’t hurt him anyway.”
Q: Are you still sorting through the decisions on the bullpen alignment?
TF: “We’ve talked to everybody I believe. I’d like to wait until… I just to wait to get through a few things and we’ll announce it.”
Indians to start Mike Clevinger in ALDS Game 3 against Astros
Associated Press
CLEVELAND -- Indians right-hander Mike Clevinger will start Game 3 of the AL Division Series against the Houston Astros.
Manager Terry Francona announced Tuesday that he'll go with Clevinger when the best-of-five series returns to Progressive Field next week.
Clevinger went 13-8 with a 3.02 ERA and 200 strikeouts in 32 starts during the regular season.
Francona had other options in All-Star Trevor Bauer and rookie Shane Bieber, but will go with the 27-year-old Clevinger, who has developed
into a reliable and consistent starter. Clevinger pitched out of the bullpen in last year's division series against the New York Yankees.
Francona said either Bauer or Bieber will start Game 4 if the series goes that far. Bauer recently returned after being sidelined with a broken
leg, and Francona indicated the right-hander could have a large role in the postseason -- perhaps pitching in relief if needed.
Indians' Yan Gomes says he's ready to play despite injured thumb
Associated Press
CLEVELAND -- Indians All-Star catcher Yan Gomes said he'll "absolutely" play Game 1 of Cleveland's American League Division Series
against Houston despite cutting his right thumb last weekend.
Gomes got hurt when he accidentally connected with the bat of Royals outfielder Alex Gordon while trying to throw out a runner Saturday in
Kansas City. Gomes received two stitches, and there was doubt whether he would be ready to begin the postseason with the AL Central
champions.
Gomes initially thought he had broken his thumb but said his finger feels much better. He planned to take some batting practice Tuesday as the
Indians prepared to face the defending World Series champions in Game 1 on Friday.
Manager Terry Francona said Gomes is "doing really well" but he would keep him out of Tuesday's intrasquad game just in case.

Gomes has had one of his most consistent seasons, batting .266 with 16 homers and 48 RBIs.
Indians ready for big test as ALDS matchup looms with Astros
Chris Assenheimer ByChris Assenheimer | The Chronicle-TelegramPublished on Oct. 3, 2018 | Updated 6:51 a. m.
CLEVELAND — The Central Division champion Indians held an intrasquad game Tuesday afternoon at Progressive Field.
The real deal begins Friday in Houston when they open the Division Series against the defending World Series champion Astros.
First pitch is scheduled for 2:05 p.m. at Minute Maid Park.
“I think we’re excited,” left-hander Andrew Miller said. “We know what we’re capable of and looking forward to kind of putting it all on the line
and playing in the intensity of playoff games.
“We’ve got our hands full. Houston’s obviously the reigning champs, so we got to go down there and hopefully make a statement and come
back here in good shape.”
The pitching matchups are mostly marquee, with Cleveland’s two-time Cy Young award winner Corey Kluber starting Game 1 against former
Cy Young award winner and MVP Justin Verlander, followed by Carlos Carrasco vs. Gerrit Cole in Game 2 (4:37 p.m.).
Manager Terry Francona announced Tuesday that right-hander Mike Clevinger would make his first career postseason start Monday — against
2015 Cy Young award winner Dallas Keuchel — when the series shifts to Cleveland for Game 3.
Francona’s Game 4 starter Tuesday will be Trevor Bauer unless the right-hander is used out of the bullpen over the first three games to affect
his availability, which is a distinct possibility.
Rookie Shane Bieber is set to take Bauer’s place, with Kluber able to start on regular rest in a potential Game 5 back in Houston.
“We’re trying to take our roster and expand it a little bit,” Francona said. “Depending on how Bauer and Bieber are used early, that could
determine who starts Game 4. And on the flip side, the hope would be that Carrasco will be available at some point to maybe facilitate the
bullpen at the back end of the series.
“(It’s) not my preference. It depends on the need. Trevor, having him as a starter can be really important. If we need him to help us win those
other games, again, we wouldn’t use him without a leverage situation. But if we got some leverage, again, that’s where we’re going to try to
figure it out. The other thing, too, is I don’t know if I’d want him to go that long without pitching, so an inning or two wouldn’t hurt him anyway.”
It looks as though all five pitchers will have their primary catcher behind the plate in 2018 all-star Yan Gomes, who sustained a hand injury in
the regular season finale Sunday in Kansas City, but said he expects to start Game 1.
“Absolutely. Right now it just feels like a bad cut on my hand and it’s on the outside, so it’s fine, the ball’s not going to rub against it or anything,”
he said. “It’s all just a matter of kind of taking care of the stitches right now.”
Though Francona likely won’t release his 25-man ALDS roster until Friday morning, Jason Kipnis will most definitely be on it after relocating to
center field for the second straight postseason.
Kipnis held his own at the position at the end of the regular season and said he feels more comfortable in the high-profiled defensive spot as
the playoffs approach.
“It was just easier this time, just because I had the last year to kind of build off of, a little bit healthier in my lower half with my legs and
hamstrings and it’s just more experience for me,” said Kipnis, a two-time all-star at second base. “From last year and this year, the more balls I
can get out there, the more confidence I’ll get and the more confidence guys will have in me.”
Kipnis also picked up the pace at the plate over the final month after struggling for the majority of the year.
“He’s got his RBIs (75), he’s got his home runs (18),” Francona said. “His batting average (.230) took a hit. The saving grace to that is he’s hit
with runners in scoring position, which is the most important thing. And I think he’s done fine in center field.
“Come October, nobody’s going to care what your average was during the season, it’s what you do in October. Knowing Kip, when the lights
shine the brightest, he wants to compete. I think he’s excited. I think he’s in a good place.”
The Indians coasted to the finish line after wrapping up their third straight division title midway through the final month. An AL-record 22-game
winning streak, which they posted last year, wasn’t required.
“There’s pros and cons,” Kipnis said of clinching early. “The pros are that guys are healthy because they’ve been able to rest. We’ve been able
to line up our (pitching) staff. We’ve been able to take care of all the little things and other teams might not have had that advantage.
“The disadvantage might be that some teams have been playing in games like this leading up to this, so as much as you think you can turn the
switch on in these high-elevated games it’s not always that easy. But can it be done? Sure, it’s been done a bunch.”

Indians are healthy and ready to take on Astros in ALDS
By Jeff Schudel JSchudel@News-Herald.com @JSProInsider on Twitter 17 hrs ago Comments
The Indians are heading into their best-of-five ALDS matchup with the Astros starting Oct. 5 in Houston, healthier than they have been at any
point in the season.
Catcher Yan Gomes’ right thumb is still an ugly purple from a freakish injury on Sept. 29 in Kansas City, but he says he’ll be ready to catch
Tribe starter Corey Kluber in the ALDS opener.
“I’m good,” he said Oct. 2 in the Indians clubhouse before the Tribe played an intrasquad game at Progressive Field. “I haven’t done any
throwing except to play catch with my son, but right now it feels like a bad cut. It’s on the outside, so it’s fine.”
Game 1 is scheduled to begin at 2:05 p.m. Game 2, also in Houston, is scheduled to begin at 4:37 p.m. Oct. 6. Both games will be televised on
TBS. After an off day Oct. 7, the series shifts to Progressive Field on Oct. 8.
The Indians need Gomes at his best. He caught 112 games while batting .266 — 34 points higher than in 2017 — and driving in 48 runs this
season. He is Kluber’s primary catcher.
Gomes was injured when his thumb hit the bat of Kansas City’s Alex Gordon as Gomes was trying to throw out a Royals runner trying to steal
second base. Two stitches were required to stop the bleeding.
Pitcher Trevor Bauer is not only fully recovered from the right leg stress fracture that sidelined him for six weeks from Aug. 12-Sept. 21, he also
has regained his pitching form to the point where manager Terry Francona is considering starting Bauer (or Shane Bieber) in Game 4 at
Progressive Field, Francona announced on Oct 2.
Carlos Carrasco will start Game 2, and Mike Clevinger will start Game 3.
Andrew Miller, the left-handed reliever who was on the disabled list three times with knee and shoulder injuries, is ready for the Astros. He has
pitched in a total of 10 innings in 10 games since returning from the D.L. on Sept. 10. He allowed seven earned runs and two home runs in that
stretch.
“I feel good,” Miller said in the Indians clubhouse. “I feel like I threw the ball well. I threw the ball over the plate. My stuff was good, so I’m
looking forward to it.
“We have our hands full with Houston. Obviously, they’re the reigning champs. We have to go down there and hopefully make a statement and
come back here in good shape.”
Left fielder Michael Brantley belongs on the healthy list, too. He has been rock-steady all season after being limited to 90 games last year
because of an ankle injury suffered in August. He had only two at bats in the 2017 ALDS against the Yankees.
Jason Kipnis played in 147 games in 2018 after shoulder and hamstring injuries held him back last year.
“We were so unsettled last year in the playoffs,” Francona said. “We went through a lot of that the last two weeks. It’s not a lot of fun, because
it’s unsettling. But I think — in fact, I know — it was for a good reason.
“Now, we’re going to see if it pays off. We think we have Josh Donaldson in a good place. We think Andrew has come so far. Kip’s had three
weeks to play center field. Jose’s (Ramirez) had three weeks at second. If you have too many question marks, sometimes the answer is no.
And we really don’t want that to happen.”
He never used a sore back as an excuse for pitching poorly in two starts against the Yankees in the ALDS last year, but Kluber is definitely
rested and ready to pitch the opener of the five-game series with the Astros. He gave up nine earned runs in 6 1/3 innings pitching against the
Yankees last year.
To ensure there would be no repeat of last year’s back problems for Kluber, Francona massaged his starting rotation so the Indians ace would
have an extra day of rest before dueling Astros starter Justin Verlander on Oct. 5.
“He’s ready to go,” Francona said. “He’s ready to accept the challenge of anchoring our staff.”
Kluber was 20-7 with a 2.89 ERA in 2018.
Cleveland Indians understand the challenge and welcome the matchup with defending champ Houston Astros
By Joe Noga, cleveland.com jnoga@cleveland.com
CLEVELAND, Ohio -- Two teams that were built for October baseball are ready to face off Friday in the American League Division Series, and
for the Cleveland Indians, facing the defending champion Houston Astros is a challenge they welcome with aplomb.
Houston captured the regular-season series against the Indians, 4-3, outscoring the Tribe 45-29 in seven games. Greg Allen's walk-off home
run in the 14th inning on May 27 salvaged a split of the four games between the two teams at Progressive Field.
The season series was contested in the space of nine days in late May and included a handful of pitchers duels as well as a couple of blowouts
that went in Houston's favor. Manager Terry Francona said the Astros are a fun team to play because their lineup and pitching staff are both
relentless.

"The one thing that I think they've really done for the last couple years is they play until it's time to go home," Francona said. "Sometimes you'll
beat them, but they might just have run out of outs. They keep coming at you. You've got to pay attention to detail, but they're fun to play
because they've got so many good players, so many good pitchers."
Jason Kipnis believes the Indians are well-equipped for the postseason journey that awaits the Cl...
Indians center fielder Jason Kipnis said you don't have to look too hard to see similarities between Cleveland and Houston's lineups and the
strategies employed by both offenses.
"This year, we're really good at swing-and-missing the least," Kipnis said. "We put the ball in play. That's something they did well last year and
they'll tell you that it helped them. Just putting the ball in play can cause a lot of runs and a lot of havoc for the other team."
It's a philosophy that has served the Indians well this season, leaning heavily on Francisco Lindor, Michael Brantley and Jose Ramirez at the
top of their batting order for production. But Kipnis also said in the postseason, offenses like Houston's learn to make adjustments.
"You need to have a long lineup," he said. "You need to put up tough at-bats and get to the next guy. I'm sure they're preaching the same
thing."
That productivity on offense can come from anywhere. Catcher Yan Gomes, one of the hottest Indians hitters in the final month of the regular
season, said the postseason is about seizing momentum.
"Playoff baseball is different, anybody can get hot," Gomes said. "At any point the momentum can shift and we just want to keep it on our side."
Both teams have rosters loaded with All-Star talent and plenty of playoff experience. Kipnis believes this might be the best roster Cleveland has
put together heading into the playoffs in the last three years in terms of talent, health and depth. Healthy pitchers including Trevor Bauer and
Carlos Carrasco along with sluggers such as Edwin Encarnacion and Josh Donaldson give added dimensions to the roster that were not
present during previous playoff runs.
"We just have a bunch of extra stuff that we didn't have in '16 and '17," Kipnis said. "Top to bottom pitching and everything, this might be the
best roster we've had."
Kipnis said the Astros are a good matchup because they play well in all facets of the game. He characterized the pairing as one of the most
even series in the first round.
"They're aggressive," he said. "They really have from top to bottom maybe the most athletic lineup and they have a lot of confidence. It's going
to be a lot of fun to lace it up and get on out there."
Veteran reliever Andrew Miller said Houston's lineup is unrelenting from top to bottom, but he has faith that the Indians' pitching depth can
neutralize Astros hitters in a short series.
"It's pretty strong throughout," Miller said. "They're one of the best teams in baseball, they've shown that over the last two years. Our hands are
going to be full and it's not going to be easy. But we've got some pretty good arms. We'll be prepared, we'll be ready."
Cleveland Indians: Is Terry Francona doing the right thing with Trevor Bauer? - Terry Pluto
By Terry Pluto, The Plain Dealerterrypluto2003@yahoo.com
CLEVELAND, Ohio - Trevor Bauer in the bullpen?
Listening to Terry Francona, it wasn't hard to understand what the Tribe manager has in mind.
He didn't say it, but the Tribe manager seems to have an Andrew Miller role in mind for Bauer in the best-of-5 American League Division Series.
It opens Friday in Houston.
Bauer as Andrew Miller. That would be the Andrew Miller of 2016, when he was the most dominate reliever in the game.
It's when Francona would bring the long, lean lefty with the sensational slider into a game anywhere from the fourth to the late innings.
"Leverage situations," Francona calls it.
This is Francona's gamble, the kind that can help the Indians upset the favored Astros in this series.
He wants a power pitcher who can throw multiple innings marching in from the bullpen to keep a game from getting out of control. I like it.
The move is a bit bold. It is also based on sound reasoning, as Bauer is capable of pitching in relief.
For his career, he has a 2.45 ERA in 22 innings out of the bullpen.
The Astros are the defending World Series champions. They finished with a 103-59 record this season, compared to 91-71 for the Tribe.
Houston is the better team.
But the better team doesn't always win in a 5-game series, as Tribe fans know from watching their team be upset by the Yankees in the 2017
ALDS.

BAUER'S REMARKABLE SEASON
Bauer prefers to start. He was 12-6 with a 2.21 ERA, striking out 221 batters in 175 innings.
Bauer was a legitimate Cy Young Award candidate when he was hit in the leg with a line drive on August 11. He suffered a stress fracture and
didn't pitch again until September 21.
"If we get to where we want to go, Trevor (will have) a bigger hand in it than he realizes right now," Francona said.
Had Bauer remained healthy, a strong case could have been made to having him start the opener. His season was matching 20-game winner
and opening day Tribe starter Corey Kluber.
Bauer is 7-0 with a 3.18 ERA for his career against the Astros.
He also was in an early season twitter battle with some Houston players. You can imagine it adding even more high-octane fuel to Bauer's
pitching engine.
But Bauer didn't stay healthy.
He's pitched twice since coming back, covering 9 1/3 innings. He's been pretty sharp, allowing two runs and striking out seven. But he has not
thrown more than 60 pitches.
CHANGING THE GAME
Here's the problem: Miller has dealt with hamstring, knee and shoulder injuries since he threw 19 1/3 innings over 10 games in the 2016 postseason. It was a lot to ask, but the Tribe needed a lot from Miller to reach Game 7 of the World Series.
Miller had a 2-4 record and a 4.24 ERA this season.
Cody Allen had the worst season (4-6, 4.70 ERA) in his seven years with the Tribe.
Dan Otero (2-1, 5.22 ERA) and Adam Cimber (0-3, 4.05 ERA) also have struggled.
Only Brad Hand (0-1, 2.28 ERA) and Oliver Perez (1-1, 1.39 ERA) have consistently supplied relief.
I believe it's why Francona has Mike Clevinger ready to start Game 3, with Bauer set for Game 4. The manager will never say it, but this bullpen
is not the kind to carry a team to the World Series.
At least, not unless something changes. It's why rookie starter Shane Beiber also will be in the bullpen - although he could start Game 4 if
Bauer is used a lot in the first three games.
In the playoffs, Francona's approach has been to "win today's game." He'll worry about tomorrow . . . tomorrow. Bauer in the bullpen may put
the Tribe in the best position to do just that.
Cleveland Indians' Mike Clevinger gets Game 3 ALDS start; Trevor Bauer, Shane Bieber in bullpen
By Paul Hoynes, cleveland.comphoynes@cleveland.com
CLEVELAND, Ohio -- The Indians have a starting pitcher for the first three games of the ALDS. It's important because in a best-of-five series,
things can end that quickly.
Corey Kluber will start Game 1 against the Astros on Friday at Minute Maid Park at 2:05 p.m. ET. Carlos Carrasco will start Game 2 on
Saturday at 4:37 p.m. On Tuesday manager Terry Francona made it official that Mike Clevinger would start Game 3 on Monday at Progressive
Field.
The Astros will counter with Justin Verlander in Game 1, Gerrit Cole in Game 2 and Dallas Keuchel in Game 3. Keuchel is the only lefty among
the six pitchers.
As for Trevor Bauer, 7-0 against the Astros in his career, he'll be working out of the bullpen along with fellow starter Shane Bieber for the first
three games of the series. Should the series reach four games, Bauer or Bieber will be a candidate to start.
"It's going to be Clevinger in Game 3 and Game 4 will be either Bieber or Bauer," said Francona. "We're trying to take our roster and expand it
a little bit. Depending on how Bauer and Bieber are used early, that could determine who starts Game 4. On the flip side, the hope would be
that Carrasco will be available at some point to maybe facilitate the bullpen at the back end of the series."
Regarding bringing Kluber back on short rest to start Game 4, Francona said it's something the Indians would like to avoid.
Normally Bauer would have started one of the first two games of the series, but he suffered a stress fracture in his right leg on Aug. 11. Bauer
has made three appearances since being activated and the last was his most impressive. On Sunday, the final game of the regular season, he
threw four scoreless innings in relief of Carrasco in a 2-1 win over Kansas City.
It offered an indication of how Francona could use him out of the bullpen.
"I can see Trevor, Bieber, too, but I can see if we get where we want to go, Trevor having a bigger hand in it than he realizes right now," said
Francona.

The one thing Francona said he didn't want to do was overuse Bauer in the first two or three games.
"That's not my preference," he said. "It depends on need. Having Trevor as a starter can be really important. If we need him to help us win
those other games, again, we wouldn't use him without a leverage situation. But if we got some leverage, again, that's where we're going to try
and figure it out. The other thing, too, is I don't know if I'd want him to go that long without pitching, so an inning or two wouldn't hurt him
anyway."
In the ALDS last year, Bauer started Game 1 and came back on short rest for Game 4. Kluber started Game 2 and Game 5. Kluber was not
100 percent in the ALDS. He struggled in Game 2, but the Indians won in 13 innings. In Game 5, he struggled again as the Yankees eliminated
the Tribe.
Bauer won Game 1, but lost Game 4 as the Indians kicked the ball around behind him.
Francona said the Indians talked about starting Kluber in Game 1 or Game 2 against Houston.
Kluber said he wanted Game 1.
"He's ready to accept the challenge of anchoring our staff," said Francona. "We've talked about it to him -- about pitching Game 1 or pitching
Game 2. There are some obvious reasons for both. He really wanted - and I don't want to say burden because I don't think it's a burden - the
challenge of leading our team in the playoffs. I can't think of anybody better."
Francona did not announce the rest of the 25-man roster. He said that all involved parties had been told if they made the roster or not.
Regarding players on the bubble, utility man Erik Gonzalez was cleared from concussion protocol and started at shortstop on Tuesday in the
Tribe's intrasquad game. Tyler Naquin, recovering from right hip surgery, joined the team from his rehab assignment in Goodyear, Ariz., and
played right field.
Outfielder Brandon Guyer didn't play in the final three games in Kansas City over the weekend. He's been bothered by a sore right shoulder.
Guyer started in right field and bunted in his first at-bat. The Indians don't have to submit their final 25-man roster until 10 a.m. Friday and
Guyer could be a last-minute decision.
"He actually came and worked out on Monday and took some balls of that bat, stuff like that," said Francona. "We expected him to be fine. We
just don't want to push it."
Catch Yan Gomes didn't play because of a bruised and cut right thumb, but he's expected to start on Friday.
Last year the Indians went into the ALDS with Michael Brantley and Lonnie Chisenhall far from healthy. Then Kluber didn't pitch well and Edwin
Encarnacion twisted his ankle.
The Indians have had to smooth some rough edges on this year's roster as well. They added Josh Donaldson. Relievers Andrew Miller and
Cody Allen needed to get back on track. Jose Ramirez ended the season in a long slump and they had to navigate around Bauer's
injury/comeback and Ramirez and Jason Kipnis changing positions because of Donaldson.
It led to the Indians not always playing well over the last several weeks.
"It's not a lot of fun, because it's unsettling," said Francona. "But I think -- in fact, I know -- it was for a good reason. Now, we're going to see if it
pays off. We think we have Donaldson in a good place. We think Andrew's come so far. Kip's had three weeks to play center field. Jose's had
three weeks at second. If you have too many question marks, sometimes the answer is no. And we really don't want that to happen."
Will catcher Yan Gomes start ALDS opener on Friday vs. Houston? "Absolutely," said Gomes
By Paul Hoynes, cleveland.comphoynes@cleveland.com
CLEVELAND, Ohio -- All-Star catcher Yan Gomes said there's no doubt he'll be behind the plate on Friday afternoon for Game 1 of the ALDS
against the Astros at Minute Maid Park.
"Absolutely," said Gomes on Tuesday when asked if he would start Friday. "Right now it just feels like a bad cut on my hand. And it's on the
outside of my thumb so the ball isn't going to rub against it or anything."
The Indians will play Houston in the ALDS opener at 2:05 p.m. Friday.
Gomes said he was going to swing the bat and do other baseball activities during Tuesday's workout at Progressive Field.
"I'm hitting today," said Gomes. "I'm doing normal things. It's all just a matter of taking care of the stitches."
Gomes needed two stitches to close a cut on his right thumb Saturday night. He was attempting to throw out a runner at second base in a
game against the Royals at Kauffman Stadium when he hit the bat of Alex Gordon with his right hand.
He immediately left the game for treatment and X-rays. Gomes thought for certain that his thumb was broken, but the X-rays were negative.
"Right now it just feels like I've got a jammed thumb," said Gomes.
Gomes finished the season hitting .266 (107-for-403) with 26 doubles, 16 homers with 48 RBI.

MLB announces Cleveland Indians vs. Houston Astros ALDS start times for games 1 and 2
By Joe Noga, cleveland.comjnoga@cleveland.com
CLEVELAND, Ohio -- Major League Baseball on Tuesday announced the start times for games 1 and 2 of the American League Division Series
between the Cleveland Indians and Houston Astros.
Game 1 will take place Friday at 2:05 p.m. and Game 2 will start at 4:37 p.m. both at Minute Maid Park in Houston, according to MLB officials.
Both games will be televised on TBS.
No start time was made available for Game 3 on Monday, May 8 when the series shifts to Progressive Field in Cleveland.
For Indians fans who work regular hours and also happen to be Ohio State football fans, the announcement comes as a bit of a
disappointment.
Game 1 will start in the middle of a weekday when many fans are at work and unable to watch the game on TV. Game 2 is scheduled to begin
about a half hour after the Buckeyes kick off against Indiana in Bloomington.
Top-seeded Boston will open the other ALDS matchup Friday against the Wild Card winner between Oakland and New York at 7:32 p.m. on
TBS. Saturday's Indians-Astros Game 2 will also serve as an opener for the 8:15 p.m. prime-time matchup between the Wild Card and Boston.
Last year, Cleveland played all of its ALDS games against New York in the prime-time television slots.
Fri., Oct. 5: ALDS, Game 1 @ Houston, 2:05 p.m.
Sat., Oct. 6: ALDS, Game 2 @ Houston, 4:37 p.m.
Mon., Oct. 8: ALDS B, Game 3 @ Cleveland , TBA
Tue., Oct. 9: ALDS B, Game 4* @ Cleveland, TBA
Thu., Oct. 11: ALDS B, Game 5* @ Houston, TBA
Cleveland Indians' Corey Kluber flushed memories of 2017 ALDS vs. Yankees a long time ago
By Paul Hoynes, cleveland.comphoynes@cleveland.com
CLEVELAND, Ohio - Manager Terry Francona has said Corey Kluber and Carlos Carrasco will start Games 1 and 2 of the ALDS which begins
Friday at Minute Maid Park.
Houston manager A.J. Hinch told reporters that he's going to wait to announce his pitching plans until Tuesday, but it's safe to speculate that
Justin Verlander and Gerrit Cole will start the first two games for the Astros.
Those four pitchers have had fine seasons, but out of the four it would seem Kluber would have the most to prove. Verlander won his World
Series last year after the Tigers traded him Houston. Last year at this time Cole had just finished going 12-12 for the Pirates. This is Carrasco's
seventh season with the Indians, but when he starts Saturday in Game 2, it will be just his second postseason appearance.
Kluber and the postseason know each other well. He went 4-1 with a 1.83 ERA in six postseason starts in 2016. Three of those starts, all on
short rest, came in the World Series.
Last year Kluber pitched well enough in the regular season to win his second Cy Young award in four years. In the ALDS against the Yankees,
he made two starts and they both went sideways. The Indians managed to win Game 2 in 13 innings, but in Game 5, he allowed three runs in 3
2/3 innings as the Yankees won, 5-2, to eliminate the Indians.
This year Kluber is once again a Cy Young contender. He won 20 games for the first time in his career and led the AL innings pitched, while
recording more than 200 strikeouts for the fifth straight year.
When the Indians were in Kansas City over the weekend, their last stop on their last regular season trip, Kluber was asked if he sees the
approaching ALDS as a chance to make things right. A chance to fix what went wrong last October.
"I don't want this to come off the wrong way," he said. "I think fans tend to dwell on things like that a little bit more than we do as players. When
we were eliminated last year there was disappointment. Just like when we lost Game 7 of the World Series, there was disappointment.
"But I think part of preparing yourself for the next year is putting that behind you and getting ready for the next spring training, the next season,
the next postseason. Just kind of always having that mentality of looking forward. There is enough to worry about without having to make up for
last year, however you want to word it."
Personally, that's how Kluber handled his ALDS performance.
Yes, he was disappointed, but not any more than the disappointment he felt when the Indians lost Game 7 of the World Series to the Cubs.
"Obviously, the situation didn't turn out the way we would have liked it to," said Kluber. "Like I said it's no different than if you have a bad start
during the season. The best way to cope with that it is to flush it. If you sit and dwell on it, those things kind of eat away at you and you start
carrying weight around that makes trying to do things that are difficult even more difficult. Whether it's a pitcher pitching poorly or a hitter in a
slump, guys who have experience push that aside and concentrate on the task you have for the day."
Play ball: The Indians, who had an optional workout at Progressive Field on Monday, will have a full-scale practice Tuesday. It will include an
intrasquad game.
Outfielder Tyler Naquin, rehabbing from right hip surgery in Goodyear, Ariz., returned to Cleveland on Sunday and is scheduled to play in the
game. Lonnie Chisenhall was also in Goodyear on a rehab assignment for a strained left calf, but manager Terry Francona said Chisenhall had
been given permission to go home to North Carolina because of possible hurricane damage to his home.

"Naquin will play in the game, so we can get a look at him," said Francona. "Lonnie had a choice of staying in Goodyear or going home with his
family because they had some stuff going on with the hurricanes."
As for Chisenhall's injury, Francona said, "He's actually doing OK. He's running the bases hitting and everything."
Chisenhall will be a free agent after the World Series.
In 2016, the Indians sent several players to Goodyear, including Ryan Merritt, during the postseason. The idea was to keep them sharp in case
the Tribe advanced and they were needed as a roster addition.
The Indians will not do that this year. They say the can accomplish what they need to get done at Progressive Field.
Dynamic duo: Switch-hitters Francisco Lindor and Jose Ramirez finished the regular season with a combined 239 runs, 81 doubles, 77 homers
and 198 RBI.
"I don't think (we've seen the best) from Frankie and Josey," said Francona. "There might be more in there."
Francona loves Lindor in the leadoff spot. He finished the year with 129 runs, tying Mookie Betts for the most in the big leagues.
"When he plays with that energy like that, it's infectious for our whole team," said Francona. "We remind him of that all the time because so
often, as he goes, we go. That's a good thing."
Verlander to start G1; Cole, Keuchel to follow
By Brian McTaggart MLB.com @brianmctaggart
HOUSTON -- The Astros have set their pitching rotation for the first three games of the best-of-five American League Division Series against
the Indians, with right-hander Justin Verlander (16-9, 2.52 ERA) taking the ball in Game 1 on Friday at Minute Maid Park against Cleveland
right-hander Corey Kluber (20-7. 2.89) in a matchup for former AL Cy Young Award winners.
Right-hander Gerrit Cole (15-5, 2.88) will start Saturday's 3:37 p.m. CT Game 2 at Minute Maid Park against Indians right-hander Carlos
Carrasco (17-10, 3.38), and left-hander Dallas Keuchel (12-11, 3.74) will start Game 3 in Cleveland on Monday against right-hander Mike
Clevinger (13-8, 3.02).
Game
Date
Time
Matchup TV
Gm 1
Oct. 5
2:05 p.m. CLE @ HOU
TBS
Gm 2
Oct. 6
4:37 p.m. CLE @ HOU
TBS
Gm 3
Oct. 8
TBD
HOU @ CLE
TBS
*Gm 4 Oct. 9
TBD
HOU @ CLE
TBS
*Gm 5 Oct. 11 TBD
CLE @ HOU
TBS
Verlander recorded a career-high 290 strikeouts in 34 starts in the regular season, posting career-best WHIP (0.90), which led the Majors. He
has nine more losses in his career against the Indians than any other team, though, going 20-24 with a 4.71 ERA in 52 starts.
The 35-year-old right-hander was acquired last August to pitch in games of significance, and he posted a 2.21 ERA over six postseason outings
(five starts) in 2017, including a memorable, seven-shutout-inning masterpiece in Game 6 of the AL Championship Series that helped him earn
ALCS MVP Award honors. In Verlander's postseason career, he's 11-6 with a 3.07 ERA in 22 games (21 starts).
"Having been through this experience multiple times in the past, I know what to prepare for and what to expect," said Verlander, who went 3-0
with a 1.09 ERA in five September starts. "Whether that helps me or not, who knows? It's a funny game. I know the extra adrenaline, I know the
atmosphere, I know the intensity. Nothing is going to catch me by surprise. It's just a matter of preparing and going out and continuing to
execute pitches like I have this last month of the season."
Cole will get his first crack at the playoffs since starting the 2015 National League Wild Card Game for the Pirates, when he gave up four
earned runs in five innings as Pittsburgh fell to the Cubs at PNC Park. Cole also made two starts in the '13 NLDS against the Cardinals, and in
his three postseason outings, the righty is 1-2 with a 3.94 ERA over 16 innings.
In his first season with the Astros, Cole was second in the AL in strikeouts (276) and opponents' average (.198), third in opponents' OPS (.600),
fourth in WHIP (1.03) and opponents' on-base percentage (.269), tied for fourth in quality starts (20) and fifth in innings pitched (200 1/3). His
12.4 strikeouts per nine innings led the Majors.
"I thought it was a great body of work," Cole said Friday after his final start of the regular season. "I thought a lot of the personal numbers
reflected how well we played as a team this year, certainly the innings mark for sure. You're never going to get there if you don't play good
defense and if you don't prepare as a catching staff. A lot of credits goes to the other guys. I just kind of reaped the benefits of being on a
quality team."
Keuchel -- the 2015 AL Cy Young Award winner -- rebounded from a slow start to the season, going 9-3 with a 3.23 ERA in his final 20 starts of
the season. This will be his eighth career postseason start. Keuchel is 4-2 with a 3.24 ERA in nine postseason outings, including one relief
appearance against the Royals in 2015.
"I bounced back from being injured parts of the season and being fully healthy and taking the ball," said Keuchel, who is 2-0 with a 2.57 ERA in
his carer at Progressive Field.

