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Lopez gem, Abreu's HR not enough vs. Yanks
By Scott Merkin / MLB.com / August 7, 2018
CHICAGO -- Reynaldo Lopez carried a no-hitter into the sixth inning of the Yankees' 4-3 victory over the
White Sox in 13 innings at Guaranteed Rate Field on Tuesday, a game decided by Miguel Andujar's twoout single against Luis Avilan, which scored Didi Gregorius.
The Yankees had grabbed a 3-1 lead in the top of the 10th on Giancarlo Stanton's two-run homer off Tyler
Danish. But Jose Abreu tied the game in the bottom half of the frame with a two-run shot to right-center off
Zach Britton. Abreu, who previously had three of the 20 strikeouts by White Sox hitters on Tuesday, was
down to his final two strikes.
Lopez ultimately lost his piece of no-hitter history when Aaron Hicks doubled just out of the reach of left
fielder Ryan LaMarre to lead off the frame, and Lopez finished with a no-decision. But his effort was
anything but non-descript.

"I was feeling good," said Lopez through interpreter Billy Russo. "My arm was loose, was strong and that
was a big factor in my performance today.
"It doesn't matter what team you're facing. I think you need to be focused every time, all the time against
every team."
The White Sox right-hander threw fastballs on 68 of his 98 pitches, touching 98.9 mph, according to
Statcast™. He often overpowered the New York hitters on his way to six strikeouts but also recorded seven
swinging strikes on his slider before exiting with one run allowed over seven innings. It was the second
straight quality start for Lopez, who has allowed three runs over his last 14 innings.
Andujar's first-pitch home run in the seventh provided the Yankees' only run off Lopez. They had a chance
in the sixth with runners on first and third and nobody out, but Gregorius popped out to shortstop Tim
Anderson, Gleyber Torres flied out to center fielder Adam Engel with the runners holding and Greg Bird
struck out.
"His life was right from the get-go. Velocity was up, attacking the zone, got in some traffic, could have fallen
apart but fought right through it," said White Sox manager Rick Renteria of Lopez. "That's a good ballclub
and he worked, managed them as well as he could. He did an extremely nice job."
Engel caught everything within his reach and some out of his reach to support Lopez. After taking away a
three-run homer from Bird with a leaping catch Monday, Engel one-upped himself on Tuesday by taking a
home run away from Kyle Higashioka with one out in the fifth. Engel raced to the left-center-field wall, timing
his leap perfectly to grab the drive at the apex of his jump.
After Engel made that catch, Lopez said that he wanted to drop his glove and run and "kiss him." Engel
laughed upon hearing the comment, adding Lopez settled for hugging him instead.
"Tough game tonight against a really good ballclub," Renteria said. "Our guys battled. The guys kept battling
and did what they needed to do."
SOUND SMART
Per STATS, Lopez became the fifth White Sox pitcher to carry a no-hitter into the sixth inning or beyond
this season. He joins Carlos Rodon (5 2/3 innings at Angels on July 24), Dylan Covey (5 1/3 at Seattle on
July 21), Lucas Giolito (5 1/3 vs. Twins on June 28) and James Shields (6 1/3 vs. Twins on May 6).
YOU GOTTA SEE THIS
Abreu became the 18th player in Major League history to hit 20-plus home runs in each of his first five
seasons. Pete Incaviglia (1986-90), Eddie Murray (1977-81), Tony Conigliaro (1964-69), Ted Williams
(1939-42, 1946) and Joe DiMaggio (1936-40) are the only players to accomplish the feat exclusively in the
American League. It was Abreu's first career extra-inning home run in 56 career extra-inning plate
appearances.
HE SAID IT
"Yesterday Ricky was in a meeting with the hitters and I passed through and I heard something that sticks
with me: 'It doesn't matter what team you're facing, you need to do your best and you need to be ready to
perform at your best.' That was something that resonated with me." – Lopez
UP NEXT
Right-hander Giolito (7-8, 5.97 ERA) is scheduled to make his 23rd start of 2018, his 12th at home and the
first of his career against the New York Yankees for Wednesday's series finale with a 7:10 p.m. CT first
pitch. Luis Severino is set to pitch for New York. Giolito is 2-1 with a 3.19 ERA, and .198 opponents average
over his last five starts.
Engel haunts Yanks with another great catch
By Scott Merkin / MLB.com / August 7, 2018

CHICAGO -- White Sox center fielder Adam Engel didn't wait long to top his home run-robbing catch turned
in Monday night against Greg Bird, as he did the same to the Yankees' Kyle Higashioka in the fifth inning
Tuesday during New York's 4-3 victory over the White Sox in 13 innings.
Higashioka crushed a 96 mph fastball from Reynaldo Lopez 394 feet to left-center, with a hit probability of
88 percent. But once again, Engel raced back and timed his leap even better on this effort by grabbing the
ball at the top of his jump and preventing the would-be home run from clearing the fence. That Engel effort
preserved Lopez's no-hit bid into the sixth, when Aaron Hicks broke it up with a leadoff double.
"Tonight it kind of felt surreal," Engel said. "It was like I can't believe I had another opportunity to make a
play like that. Just a crazy coincidence it happened in back-to-back nights. Any time you make a nice play
for your pitcher, it's always fun.
"It was really strange how similar the play was. Both of them were pretty high-hit balls and I had time to get
back to the wall and they came down at like a similar angle. Just had to jump up and bring it back, so it was
really kind of spooky how weird, how similar both those plays were."
Engel, who added a bunt single leading off the bottom of the fifth, added a nice running catch coming in on
a Gleyber Torres fly ball for the second out in the sixth. Not only did Engel make the play, but he also held
Hicks at third with a perfect throw to catcher Omar Narvaez.
But it was the first catch rightfully leading his night's highlights.
"I just wanted to take off my glove and go out there and kiss him," said a smiling Lopez through interpreter
Billy Russo, with a postgame assessment making Thyago Vieira laugh in the locker next to Lopez.
"Right off the bat, you see how high it is and then as you are going back maybe a couple of steps into it,
you realize it might be a play around the wall," Engel said. "Then a couple of more steps and you get a feel
for where the wall is and that's when you make your decision: Is this going to be a home run or give an
effort on it? As you get closer, you have a better idea if it's a play you have a chance at or not."
Here's a 2018 surprise for all 30 MLB teams
By Richard Justice / MLB.com / August 7, 2018
This isn't about what we expected to happen. This is about the things that have surprised or stood out.
Some of it is players. Some of it is teams. All in all, it's a reminder that baseball seasons never ever play
out the way we think, and that's the beauty of the thing.
Here we go with 30 teams and 30 things we didn't see coming:
NL EAST
Braves -- Ronald Acuna Jr. is as good as advertised. Not just good, but scary good. At all of 20 years old,
Major League Baseball is not supposed to look this easy. Acuna is part of what has made this season a
magical ride for the Braves.
Marlins -- Brian Anderson showed the Marlins enough at the end of last season to jump onto their radar.
But they never expected he would be this good. His 109 hits before the All-Star break tied Rocco Baldelli
for the second-most by an MLB rookie since 2003.
Mets -- Jacob deGrom has been arguably the National League's best pitcher this season, and that's the
only predictable part of his story. Here's what no one could have seen coming: Despite allowing fewer than
three earned runs 17 times and more than three just once, he has a 5-7 record.

Nationals -- Juan Soto was 19 years old and had played eight games above Class A when he was
summoned to the Majors on May 20. Soto homered in his second game and hit .342 in his first month. He
has barely slowed down since.
Phillies -- We knew it would happen. The Phillies had hired too many smart people and had too many good
Drafts for it not to go down. We just didn't think it would happen after three seasons in which no team had
lost more games. If it's about pitching, the Phillies have a terrific chance to win the NL East for the first time
since 2011. They've got the third-best ERA in the NL (and best in the East).
NL CENTRAL
Brewers -- Jesus Aguilar is that breakout player who keeps scouts and executive awake nights attempting
to project how a little-used player would project over 162 games.
Cardinals -- The Cardinals have played their best baseball of the season at a time when only one member
of their starting rotation is older than 25 years old. They've got a 23-year-old (Dakota Hudson) and a 21year-old (Jordan Hicks) in the bullpen. Regardless of how this season plays out, the future is bright for the
Cardinals.
Cubs -- Javier Baez had long since established himself as a catalyst type of player when this season began.
At times, his energy overcame some holes in this game. This season has established himself as a legitimate
star and a cornerstone player.
Pirates -- Manager Clint Hurdle accomplished what only the really good skippers do. That is, he kept his
team together and focused on pushing ahead in the worst of times. From a 40-48 start, the Pirates have
won 17 of 25 since -- the best record in the NL in that timespan -- as the Pirates try to play themselves into
the thick of the postseason conversation.
Reds -- Eugenio Suarez had a breakout season in 2017 with 26 home runs and an .828 OPS. Then, he did
something some of us did not see coming: He got better. His OPS is up more than 100 points and he has
already matched his homer total from last season.
NL WEST
D-backs -- Clay Buchholz has had a career rebirth at 33. In 10 starts since joining the D-backs' rotation on
May 20 -- and then missing a month with a strained left oblique -- he has allowed more than three runs
once.
Dodgers -- Matt Kemp returned to the Dodgers last offseason but was expected to be traded before he got
on the field. Instead, he surprised almost everyone with an All- Star-caliber season.
Giants -- Dereck Rodriguez's debut on May 29 was notable for his being the son of Hall of Famer Ivan
Rodriguez. In 13 appearances since, he has shown that he's going to have a bright and shiny career of his
own.
Padres -- Christian Villanueva has 20 of San Diego's 99 home runs and has more than established himself
as one of the pillars on which the roster can be built in the years ahead.
Rockies -- Trevor Story burst onto the scene in 2016 with 27 home runs and a .341 OBP. He then struggled
enough in '17 that some surely wondered if that rookie season had been a fluke. This year, he played his
way onto the NL All-Star team and has kept his production going at a high level.
AL EAST
Blue Jays -- Lourdes Gurriel Jr. is usually mentioned behind some of the more famous members of the
Toronto Minor League system (Vladimir Guerrero Jr., Bo Bichette, Cavan Biggio). But he was the first to
make the Majors this summer and has been everything the Blue Jays hoped he'd be.

Orioles -- Adam Jones surprised some by vetoing a trade to the Phillies at the non-waiver Trade Deadline
even though it was a chance to return to the postseason. If the Orioles would like to re-sign him for 2019
and beyond, he seems willing to be the role model and leader he was for the previous rebuild.
Rays -- That crazy pitching thing works. Since the Rays began opening some games with relievers and
playing mix-and-match for nine innings, their 3.55 ERA is the third-best in the American League.
Red Sox -- Sometimes, perfection. That's the story of the 2018 Red Sox, who began Tuesday on a pace to
win 113 games, which would be the most since the '01 Mariners won an AL-record 116. Their offense is
good. So is their pitching. Their rookie manager, Alex Cora, has been excellent. Any other questions?
Yankees -- Gleyber Torres was not overhyped, which is saying plenty considering that greatness had been
bestowed on him when he was a teenager. He made his MLB debut on April 22, and until the last couple
of weeks he hadn't really had anything approaching a meaningful slump.
AL CENTRAL
Indians -- Trevor Bauer is having the season forecast for him since he was the third overall pick of the 2011
Draft. He's leading the AL in innings and is ranked in the top 10 in almost every relevant category, including
11.6 strikeouts per nine innings.
Royals -- Whit Merrifield is still a member of the Royals, which qualifies as a significant surprise. Given his
versatility -- at least five starts at five positions -- and his .803 OPS entering Tuesday, he seemed to be the
kind of player who would bring multiple prospects in a trade. Instead, Royals GM Dayton Moore makes it
clear he'd like Merrifield to be part of this rebuild.
Tigers -- Jeimer Candelario has had stretches when he has looked like a future All-Star third baseman. At
other times, he has struggled mightily, and that's the point of a season like this one, when the Tigers have
remained focus on 2019 and beyond, determined to give youngsters like Candelario the freedom to grow
and learn.
Twins -- Jake Cave was acquired from the Yankees late in Spring Training and has taken advantage of
regular playing time in center field. Entering Tuesday, he was hitting .306 with seven doubles, two triples
and two home runs since July 1.
White Sox -- Carlos Rodon's return from left shoulder surgery has gone smoothly. Since making his first
start of the season on June 9, he has crafted a 2.94 ERA and allowed more than two earned runs only
twice.
AL WEST
Angels -- Mike Trout did the very thing that seemed almost impossible. Already recognized as the best
player in the game, he has gotten even better in 2018, with career highs in OPS, OBP and OPS+. His 20
intentional walks are the most in baseball.
Astros -- Alex Bregman had 19 home runs and an .827 OPS in his first full MLB season in 2017. If some
thought that might be his ceiling, he has gotten significantly better in '18, having already passed his career
high in home runs and earning All-Star Game Most Valuable Player Award honors.
Athletics -- The A's needed 73 games just to get above .500 for good. And then they took off and appear to
be cruising toward their first postseason appearance in four years. Their 33-10 record since June 16 (before
Tuesday) is the best in baseball.
Mariners -- Edwin Diaz is doing an excellent imitation of a young Mariano Rivera. He has appeared in 55
games and made good on 42 of 45 save chances. In 25 of his 41 saves, he faced the minimum three batters
in a one-inning appearance.
Rangers -- Rougned Odor has established himself as the emotional leader of the Rangers during a season
in which he has upgraded his game across the board.

Turning slump into hot streak the latest act of Jose Abreu, the White Sox resident role model
By Vinnie Duber / NBC Sports Chicago / August 7, 2018
White Sox fans should by now be well acquainted with how the team views Jose Abreu.
The first baseman, in his fifth season on the South Side after coming to the major leagues from Cuba, has
oft been described in recent seasons as a model for the White Sox fleet of talented young players who are
supposed to one day make up the roster of a perennial contender.
Abreu could very well be a part of that group because of how highly the team thinks of a player who has
been an incredibly consistent contributor both on and off the field. Whether hitting 25 homers and driving in
100 runs in each of his first four seasons in a White Sox uniform or taking on a mentorship role with young
star Yoan Moncada, Abreu’s got a lot of value.
You can look to something new he does on a daily basis as an example for why these young players should
be following his lead. But Abreu’s latest act has been transforming what was a months-long slump into a
second-half surge that could turn the worst statistical season of his career into just another typically
productive Abreu campaign.
On May 26, Abreu’s batting average was a season-best .319. In the 45 games that followed, he slashed
.180/.230/.308 with four homers and 22 RBIs to close out the first half. It didn’t stop him from getting elected
the American League’s starting first baseman in the All-Star Game, but it dragged his numbers to a place
unfamiliar for a guy who slashed .301/.359/.524 with a combined 124 homers and 410 RBIs in his first four
big league seasons.
The All-Star experience served as a nice reset of sorts, at least from a statistical perspective, for Abreu.
He’s been excellent since the second half got started two and a half weeks ago in Seattle. In the first 17
games of the second half, he slashed .344/.425/.703 with six homers and 11 RBIs. He added another homer
and three more RBIs in Tuesday night's loss to the New York Yankees.
Perhaps something like this was simply inevitable. Abreu’s had excellent second-half splits over the course
of his career: a .316/.383/.543 slash line with 60 of his 143 career home runs in just shy of 300 games after
the All-Star break. But it’s hard to discount the kind of work that makes the White Sox love him so much.
His ability to work through the struggles and come out the other end as hot as he’s been all season is just
another reason for these young guys to pay attention.
“Perseverance. Trust in yourself, knowing that you know what you’re doing,” manager Rick Renteria said
when asked what Abreu’s recent work can show the young players. “Everybody goes through ups and
downs over the course of the season. Most guys are pretty consistent, major league hitters usually minimize
the extent and time. If it is prolonged, they ultimately still end up finding a way out and get themselves on
good footing again. Obviously he’s been swinging the bat pretty well.
“Through the whole process, he keeps his emotions in check, understands what he’s doing. You very rarely
see an outburst that show any level of strong frustration. He senses it and he feels it, but never an outward
expression to the point where you go, ‘wow,’ put you back on your toes a little bit. He’s always maintained
good composure. That comes with time and maturity and understanding who you are, what you can do.
And he continues to push and drive himself to be the best he can be.”
The always humble Abreu doesn’t like to discuss himself in terms of a model for young players, happy to
just go about his business and offer advice. That’s part of the reason the White Sox like him so much.
“First and foremost, you have to be glad with the opportunity this team has given me just to be around good
people, my teammates who have supported me in my good and bad times,” Abreu said through a team
translator Tuesday. “We’re here with a pretty good group of coaches, and they are here to help us with any

need we have. Just being surrounded by good people, that’s what matters. If you’re around good people
and you work hard, good things can happen and you have to believe in yourself.”
Abreu’s going to have to stay pretty hot over the season’s final couple months if he wants to match the
great numbers from his first four years in the bigs. But whether or not he gets there isn’t as valuable to the
young players watching as how he does it. And that’s why he could be sticking around on the South Side
for quite a while.
Adam Engel channels Dewayne Wise with his latest home-run robbery
By Vinnie Duber / NBC Sports Chicago / August 7, 2018
Adam Engel's home-run robberies are becoming a nightly occurrence on the South Side.
One night after he took a homer away from the New York Yankees' Greg Bird, Engel once more made a
spectacular leaping grab at the wall, this time stealing a dinger from Kyle Higashioka.
Take a look at Engel's latest act of thievery:
This one, though, had a little more drama to it — and brought back memories of Dewayne Wise.
Engel's fifth-inning catch Tuesday night preserved the no-hit bid being crafted by Reynaldo Lopez, not
unlike how Wise's catch back in 2009 kept Mark Buehrle's perfect game alive.
And, Engel made his catch in the same spot, which is now immortalized by the words "The Catch" on the
wall in center field.
Lopez lost his no-hit bid the following inning, but a pretty cool coincidence and a pretty fantastic catch by
Engel ... again.
The biggest fan of the grab? Lopez.
"I just wanted to take off my glove," the pitcher said through a team translator after the game, "and go out
there and kiss him."
Luis Robert is off the disabled list, back in action and already hitting at Winston-Salem
By Vinnie Duber / NBC Sports Chicago / August 7, 2018
Luis Robert's first full season in the White Sox organization has been defined by injuries, but the team's No.
3 prospect is finally back in action with Class A Winston-Salem.
Robert came off the disabled list Tuesday and batted leadoff for the Dash, his first action at the Class A
level since late June, when he hit the DL with his second thumb injury of the year.
The first thumb injury for Robert this season prevented him from making his season debut until June 5. He
fared well in just 13 games with Class A Kannapolis, slashing .286/.360/.400, and headed back to WinstonSalem, where he played in only eight games (with a .300/.389/.333 slash line) before going back on the DL.
Robert recently completed a five-game stint in the Arizona Rookie League to get ready for his return.
Winston-Salem manager Omar Vizquel put Robert in the leadoff spot Tuesday, and the Cuban import
singled in his first at-bat.
It's hard to say where Robert's development is at the moment and what his timeline to reach the South Side
looks like. He just turned 21 a few days ago and until this summer had no minor league baseball experience
other than 28 games in the Dominican Winter League last year. He impressed during spring training though
saw minimal Cactus League action because of the thumb injury, sustained when he slid into second base
during a game in which he later hit a home run.

Injuries have befallen many of the White Sox top prospects this season. Robert was joined by pitching
prospect Alec Hansen in the "springtime injury keeps player from making season debut until June"
department. Jake Burger will wind up missing the entire season and beyond due to a pair of Achilles tears.
Micker Adolfo is out for the remainder of this season after having Tommy John surgery. Dane Dunning has
been on the disabled list for weeks.
It hasn't been enough to darken what appears to be a very bright future for the organization. But the injuries
have generated speculation about how the rebuild's timeline could be affected, if at all.
Don't expect Matt Davidson to become a fixture in the White Sox bullpen
By Phil Rogers / Chicago Tribune / August 7, 2018
Don’t look for Matt Davidson to be coming soon to a high-pressure situation near you.
White Sox manager Rick Renteria tapped the brakes Tuesday about the hysteria building over the DH/third
baseman’s 0.00 ERA after three relief appearances. Davidson may pitch again, but it will only be in a
blowout to save the bullpen, not as some kind of secret weapon for the Sox.
“It would be premature for me to say that would be the case, to be honest,’’ Renteria said. “That would be
putting a whole lot on his plate.
“Listen, he’s doing a really nice job in a difficult situation. He’s a position player who’s capable of minimizing
the damage on the other side in certain situations.’’
Davidson dreamed of being a big-league pitcher when he was growing up in Yucaipa, Calif., but he hadn’t
pitched as a pro before an 11-3 loss to the Rangers in Arlington, Texas, on June 29. He admits he’d love
to get a shot to come out of the bullpen in a close game.
“Yeah, (it would) have the blood pumping a little bit more,’’ he said. “Hold the runners on a little more (rather)
than not even worrying about them, and stuff like that. It’d be fun.”
Davidson has pitched extremely well when given his chances — allowing one hit and one walk while striking
out two in three innings — but the Sox see it as a nice footnote, not a new career path.
“It’d be premature to say that’s where his career is headed,’’ Renteria said.
Extra innings: Center fielder Adam Engel is tied for third in Statcast’s Outs Above Average metric among
major-league outfielders, behind only the Braves’ Ender Inciarte (15) and the Reds’ Billy Hamilton (14). …
Defensive metrics still aren’t kind to Jose Abreu (minus-7 Defensive Runs Saved, per FanGraphs), but he
believes his work with coach Joe McEwing is paying off. Abreu has been charged with eight errors, three
fewer than his career high, but he continues to work to improve. … Eloy Jimenez has been out of Triple-A
Charlotte’s lineup for consecutive days because of the flu, not an imminent promotion. … Luis Robert was
activated at Class A Advanced Winston-Salem after reinjuring his sprained left thumb June 24. … The Sox
have gone the last two months with the same group of five starting pitchers.
Reynaldo Lopez, Adam Engel and Jose Abreu all shine, but White Sox lose in 13 innings
By Chicago Tribune / August 7, 2018
Jose Abreu apologized to his teammates after he was elected to the American League All-Star team. He
didn’t feel deserving after the least productive first half of his career.
But Abreu is back to being his usual, prolifically productive self, as the Yankees saw on Tuesday night. He
forced them to battle into the 13th inning before winning 4-3 on Miguel Andujar’s single off Luis Avilan.
Andujar homered in the seventh for the Yankees’ first run.

Abreu’s game-tying homer in the 10th inning was the most dramatic moment in a game that had a little of
everything, and without his sacrifice fly in the third inning the game wouldn’t have been extended.
Abreu is hitting .367with seven home runs, 14 RBIs and 16 runs scored in his last 15 games. No need to
apologize for that.
Giancarlo Stanton had given the Yankees a 3-1 lead in the top of the 10th, blasting a two-run homer off
Tyler Danish. The Sox were down to their last out when Abreu sent a drive over the center-field fence off
Zach Britton, who was pitching because Aroldis Chapman wasn’t available.
It was fitting that Abreu didn’t let the Sox go down on the Stanton homer. Reynaldo Lopez deserved better.
So did Adam Engel.
CC Sabathia was almost as good as Lopez — better if he is given extra credit for striking out a season-high
12 in only 52/3 innings, although as usual the Sox helped out there.
Along with Abreu’s three-RBI night, manager Rick Renteria had to feel good about Lopez’s work and
Engel’s knack for soaring, acrobatic catches.
Lopez, who was throwing 97 and 98 mph fastballs for strikes, took a no-hitter into the sixth inning. He owed
some of that success to Engel, who for the second night in a row jumped and stretched his glove high over
the center-field wall to turn a home run into an unexpected out.
This time it was catcher Kyle Higashioka who was denied. He found out how Greg Bird had felt on Monday.
The key for Lopez was soft contact. He worked three times around the Yankees order, allowing four hits in
seven innings before turning a 1-1 tie over to Juan Minaya.
The only consistent thing for Lopez this season has been inconsistency. But when he’s been on he’s flashed
front-of-the-order stuff. This was one of those efforts, and it seems significant that it came against one of
the best lineups in baseball.
This marked the fifth time this season a Sox pitcher has carried a no-hitter into the sixth inning. Only James
Shields made it to the seventh.
Lopez suffered the same fate as Carlos Rodon, Dylan Covey and Lucas Giolito when Aaron Hicks sent a
drive between left fielder Ryan LaMarre and Engel to start the sixth. Giancarlo Stanton followed with an
infield single, but Lopez retired Didi Gregorius, Gleyber Torres and Bird to protect the 1-0 lead he’d been
given.
Yankees defeat White Sox in 13 innings
By Daryl Van Schouwen / Sun-Times / August 7, 2018
For the second start in a row, White Sox right-hander Reynaldo Lopez was excellent.
For the second night in a row, center fielder Adam Engel was spectacular.
That was well before Jose Abreu and the Yankees’ Giancarlo Stanton were dramatic with the long ball,
Stanton cracking a two-run homer against Tyler Danish to break a 1-1 tie in the top of the 10th inning and
Abreu blasting a two-run homer against lefty Zach Britton in the bottom of the frame.
The Yankees (70-42) ended up winning 4-3 in 13 innings when Miguel Andujar, who homered back in the
seventh inning to tie it against Lopez, hit a grounder through the left side against lefty Luis Avilan that scored
Didi Gregorious.

Abreu, who hit his 20th homer, became the first player in baseball this season to hit a tying homer with two
outs in an extra inning, and the first Sox to do so since A.J. Pierzynski in 2011 against the Nationals. It was
Abreu’s first career homer in extra innings.
“Tough game tonight against a really good ballclub,’’ manager Rick Renteria said. “The guys kept battling.
Hopefully we’ll come back and keep fighting.’’
A no-hitter Lopez took into the sixth inning of the game was kept alive when Engel leaped high to take a
home run away from the Yankees’ Kyle Higashioka in the fifth. On Monday, Engel also jumped above the
yellow line atop the outfield wall to steal a homer from the Yankees’ Greg Bird.
Yankees lefty CC Sabathia, reaching double digits in strikeouts for the 39th time in his career, allowed a
sacrifice fly to Abreu in the third inning. The lead held until Andujar’s leadoff homer in the seventh inning
against Lopez. Sabathia struck out 12 in 5‰ innings of one-run ball.
Lopez went seven innings against the Yankees, allowing a run on four hits and two walks. He struck out six
and lowered his ERA to 4.30.
Yoan Moncada went 0-for-5 with four strikeouts, raising his season total to 161 and dropping his average
to .217. He was called out on strikes two times.
“At some point you hit a point of frustration where you say, ‘I have to start swinging at pitches,’ ’’ Renteria
said. “I think he’s finally reached that point.’’
Abreu on the defense
Abreu, not Gold Glove caliber but playing a solid first base of late, thanked bench coach Joe McEwing for
working with him on pre-pitch positioning and keeping his feet moving and ready to field. He set a goal after
last season to be better defensively.
“I heard a lot of people saying my defense wasn’t good enough, and I said, ‘You know what? I don’t think
that’s true. I’m going to work hard to prove that they are wrong and I can be a very good defender at first
base.’ ”
Eloy watch
Top outfield prospect Eloy Jimenez sat out Class AAA Charlotte’s game Tuesday with flu-like symptoms.
Jimenez also missed Saturday’s game for the same reason. Charlotte was idle Monday.
White Sox’ Lucas Giolito may be trending toward good finish to rough year
By Daryl Van Schouwen / Sun-Times / August 7, 2018
Maybe Lucas Giolito is on to something.
In the Sox right-hander’s last five starts, he has looked more like a reliable starting pitcher than the erratic
slinger who routinely missed his catcher’s target by a foot or more during the first half of the season while
building a massive walk total that still has him leading the American League.
In five starts against the Astros (six innings, two earned runs), Royals (6„, no earned runs), Angels (six
innings, three earned runs), Blue Jays (4„ innings, five earned runs) and Rays (seven innings, one earned
run) from July 8 to Aug. 3, Giolito has resembled the pitcher who went 3-3 with a 2.38 ERA in seven starts
after his call-up from Class AAA Charlotte last Aug. 23. He continued on that path during spring training but
went off the rails after his first start of the season in Kansas City.
“I can’t go back and change some of my poor outings earlier this year. All I can do is learn from those and
try to give it my best these last 10 or whatever I might have,” said Giolito (7-8, 5.97 ERA), who takes a 3.19
ERA over his last five outings into his start for the Sox against the Yankees and Luis Severino (14-5, 3.08)
in the third game of their series Wednesday at Guaranteed Rate Field. “So at the end of the year my

baseball card stats are a little messed up from the early part of the season. But I mean, it’s all in the past.
All I can do is control what I do each day to improve and hopefully do a really good job in my starts.’’
Giolito, who has walked 68 batters and also leads the AL with 80 earned runs allowed, called himself “one
of the least consistent starting pitchers on the team, if not the league’’ Monday. After averaging 6.8
strikeouts to 2.4 walks per nine innings in 2017, he’s averaging 5.7 strikeouts to 5.1 walks in 2018. Of late,
he has minimized problems in the first innings, which had been a bugaboo.
“Every inning after he comes in during his outings, you see he has an idea, he’s focused on what he’s going
to do,’’ manager Rick Renteria said. “He’s very prepared. Time and experience are giving him more and
more comfort. He’s truly gaining more and more confidence and belief in himself.’’
He’s finding the plate more in the recent stretch, showing an effective change to go with his curve and
getting some swings and misses on elevated fastballs.
“I’m starting to feel a lot more consistent out there,’’ Giolito said. “Feeling more comfortable. Going out there
and giving the team a better chance to win every time I pitch.’’
With 120‰ innings pitched, Giolito is third on the Sox staff behind James Shields and Reynaldo Lopez. He
leads the team with seven wins — Shields, Lopez and Dylan Covey are next with four — for a 41-71 team.
“Despite the season we’re having, not being as competitive as we would have liked at this point, the fact
that fans are into [the rebuild] . . . they want to see us be successful,’’ Giolito, 24, said. “But at the same
time, they understand the whole process side of things and how things haven’t gone the way we wanted.
“There’s a very bright future and us as players, especially young players like me, just trying to learn
something from every day. Whether it’s good or bad, whether I played well or not, I always learn something
and take it with me for the future.’’
Chicago White Sox's Engel robs Yankees of another homer
By Scot Gregor / Daily Herald / August 7, 2018
When he joined the Chicago White Sox in late May of last season, Adam Engel was expected to be an
offensive player.
Following the 2015 season, Engel was voted Arizona Fall League MVP after batting a sizzling .403.
He posted a solid .260/.341/.400 hitting line over five minor-league seasons, but Engle's bat has been
noticeably quiet since he made it to the major leagues.
His defensive skills in center field have kept Engle in the majors.
"He's been a really good defender for us," Sox manager Rick Renteria said. "I think he's an elite defender.
He reads balls really, really well and just gives you a lot of coverage."
While his batting average hasn't risen above .231 this season, Engel has managed to keep the White Sox
in games with his defense.
The 26-year-old outfielder robbed the Yankees' Greg Bird of a 3-run homer Monday.
In Tuesday night's game against New York at Guaranteed Rate Field, Engel reached over the wall again
and took a homer away from Kyle Higashioka.
Not only did the standout play in the fifth inning preserve the Sox's 1-0 lead, it kept starting pitcher Reynaldo
Lopez's no-hit bid alive.

The White Sox trailed the Yankees 3-1 in the 10th inning before Jose Abreu's two-out, 2-run homer in the
bottom half tied it.
The Yankees went on to win 4-3 in 13 innings. Miguel Andujar's single scored Didi Gregorius from second
base with the game-winner off Sox reliever Luis Avilan (2-1).
Mixing a steady 97-mph fastball with an 84-mph changeup and biting curveball, Lopez New York held the
Yankees hitless until Aaron Hicks led off the sixth with a double.
Abreu gave the White Sox the early lead with a sacrifice fly in the third inning off New York starter CC
Sabathia. Rookie designated hitter Andujar led off the seventh with a home run off Lopez to tie the game.
Lopez had one of his better starts of the season, pitching 7 innings and allowing 1 run on 4 hits.
Robert returns:
After missing a month with a thumb injury, top prospect Luis Robert rejoined high Class A Winston-Salem
on Tuesday night.
The 21-year-old center fielder led off for the Dash and was 2-for-4 with 2 stolen bases.
Pitching in:
There has been an outbreak of position players pitching mop-up relief this season, but Matt Davidson has
been thriving in the role.
Davidson made his third straight scoreless less appearance in Monday's 7-0 loss to the Yankees.
While the overall plan is for Davidson to stick to hitting, he has a 92-mph fastball and effective curveball.
Equally important, Davidson throws strikes.
"He's doing a really nice job in a difficult situation," manager Rick Renteria said. "He's a position player
who's capable of minimizing the damage on the other side in certain situations. He gets us through the work
that we need. but it would be premature to say that's where his career is headed."
Palka could be attractive long term for Chicago White Sox
By Scot Gregor / Daily Herald / August 7, 2018
The Chicago White Sox of the future don't all have to be first-round picks and international superstars.
There should be ample room on the roster for comparatively nondescript players, guys such as Daniel
Palka.
"We have no biases as far as who winds up being the 25 guys that help us win a championship," Sox
general manager Rick Hahn said.
While he might not have the expected off-the-chart skills of future players such as Eloy Jimenez, Luis Robert
and Nick Madrigal, Palka and his booming bat are making a case to stick with the White Sox for the long
haul.
Claimed off waivers from the Minnesota Twins in November, Palka didn't have to wait long to get an
opportunity. He came up from Class AAA Charlotte in late April after right fielder Avisail Garcia went down
with a serious hamstring injury that kept him out two months.
Still on the Sox's roster, Palka was a defensive liability in right but has shown improvement after being
switched to left field.

He has yet to play first base with the White Sox, but Palka played 188 games at the position in the minor
leagues.
"Whatever role is open, I'm down to compete for it," the 26-year-old Palka said.
Contending teams typically have strong benches, and Palka has shown he might be a future fit as a pinch
hitter and reserve outfielder/designated hitter.
Heading into Tuesday's play, the 6-foot-2, 220-pounder ranked second among American League rookies
with 17 home runs and third with 44 RBI. The left-hander also has tied a franchise record with 3 pinch-hit
homers.
"He's shown the ability to do that," manager Rick Renteria said of Palka being a weapon off the bench. "He
gets in there, he's certainly not scared of the moment. His approach is, I don't want to say it's really simple,
but it's pretty basic. He gets to the ball cleanly.
"I do think he just concentrates on trying to put a good swing on a pitch out over the plate. If he gets it, he's
able to do what he needs to do."
Palka is usually able to drive the ball far over the fence, and he has been a nice find for the White Sox.
"He was one of the guys they targeted and that they liked, and our scouts liked somewhere in the past and
put in good reports," Renteria said. "It wasn't by accident. He became available and the organization had a
history of following him and said, 'If we can get him let's bring him in.'
"We knew he had pop. He's showing us that, yeah, you guys took a flier on me and I'm trying to prove you
guys right. He's just driven."
Rozner: 7 years of Jimenez, Kopech is more than 6 for the White Sox
By Barry Rozner / Daily Herald / August 7, 2018
So, yeah, let's go ahead and try this again.
It turns out that -- as we suspected -- seven was more than six in 2015 when Kris Bryant arrived in Chicago,
and the eight games he missed to start the season did not prevent him from winning Rookie of the Year or
the Cubs from reaching the NLCS.
The following year, as you may recall, he was the MVP and the Cubs won that World Series thing.
And now, using the same methods previously shown as proof, we can state that seven remains one more
than six.
The math is solid. Really. It works. Seven years of team control is still one more than six years of team
control and the bigger number is the better number.
This isn't golf, where six is terrible, but not as bad as seven. In this case, seven is indeed the superior figure.
Therefore, with the mathematical conditions having been met, and to borrow from "West Wing" President
Jed Bartlet, what I lack in memory, I more than make up for with exceptional powers of deductive reasoning.
That being said, we resuscitate the arithmetical argument now because of the baseball argument that is
taking place among the South Side faithful, as hopes of a promotion envelope White Sox fans.
The noise was getting pretty loud even before farm director Chris Getz joined me on "Hit and Run" Sunday,
but his praise of Eloy Jimenez seemed to raise the volume.

"(Since) we acquired him in the trade last year, he's done nothing but perform offensively," Getz said. "This
guy has been able to drive the ball to all fields. He seems to be able to set up pitchers. He's very advanced.
"Each level (of the minor leagues) brings new challenges … but he's been able to close the gap at each
spot.
"He's one of those players that you rarely see, seamlessly moving through the minor leagues. I would
imagine he's not going to waste any time at the major league level.
"We would just want to make sure he's as well-rounded as possible … and we're getting very close."
Similarly, Michael Kopech seems to have reached the point where the case for keeping him in the minors
is not very easy to make.
"It's been an interesting season," Getz said. "It hasn't been completely smooth (for Kopech), but that's a
good thing. He's in a good spot right now.
"He's commanding his fastball the best he has. He's differentiating his breaking pitches. He's getting more
consistent with those. He's getting more confident with his changeup.
"Michael is a very confident player and we feel that he's going to be an impactful-type starter in the major
leagues, and there's a chance that it happens fairly soon."
Fairly soon is a relative phrase that in baseball terms could mean 10 days from now or it could mean 10
days into the 2019 season, which is precisely what it should be for Jimenez and Kopech.
Sorry, White Sox fans, but GM Rick Hahn would not be properly looking out for you or the organization long
term if he allowed for some short-term pleasure, promoting players that would give you something to enjoy
in August and September of a season in which the Sox have no chance to compete.
Yes, it would be fun. And, yes, it would sell some tickets. But it would be wrong, and as steward of the
franchise he must think beyond today.
To give away a year of team control would be irresponsible, just as it would have been for Theo Epstein,
even though there was a pretty soft case for keeping Bryant at Iowa that first week of the season.
But Bryant arrived in the fourth year of a rebuild. This is only the second year for the Sox, and if the Sox
are able to craft a roster with a chance to win the World Series every season by the fifth year -- as did the
Cubs -- that would be 2021.
And by keeping Jimenez and Kopech down for the first week or two of 2019, the free-agent clock wouldn't
start on them until 2020 and they are guaranteed to be here through at least 2025.
It may not feel like it right now, but it will feel a whole lot better if these guys become superstars and you
have them for that seventh year.
Instead of only six.
‘I probably shouldn’t have been an idiot’: Now pitching in New Jersey indy ball, Mat Latos works to
earn another chance
By Gary Phillips / The Athletic / August 7, 2018
Former Reds starter Mat Latos never used to worry about lunch when it was his turn to pitch.

Mort, Latos’ go-to Cincinnati clubbie, had the right-hander’s gameday order down pat. Without fail,
whenever Latos strolled into Great American Ballpark, he’d find Mort waiting with a chicken, bacon and
ranch sandwich and a bottle of Cholula Hot Sauce.
These days, Latos, 30, spreads his own peanut butter and jelly with cheap plastic knives before games.
Now a closer for the independent Can-Am League’s New Jersey Jackals, home is the patchy field inside
Montclair State University’s Yogi Berra Stadium. It’s not Great American or Petco Park or any of the other
MLB stadiums Latos used to frequent when he was making millions in the majors, but it will do.
“I’ve never thought of myself as any higher than anybody else. I’m a human being,” Latos said. “If we were
walking on the street and you had no idea who I was, would I be any different to you? Like no, I’d just be
some random dude — I look like a convict with all the tattoos.
“I’m just some random dude, and that’s the way that I look at it. I’m on a baseball field. I’m playing
somewhere where I love being out there.”
Latos has undergone something of a renaissance with the Jackals. With the team since April, the
experience has served as a “reality check,” as Latos puts it, after he spent parts of nine MLB seasons with
the Padres, Reds, Marlins, Dodgers, Angels, White Sox, Nationals and Blue Jays from 2009 to 2017.
His maturity was often called into question during that span — before he even threw a professional pitch,
actually. The fifth-best high school pitcher in the 2006 draft, he fell to the 11th round over such concerns.
At times he made waves with his visible and vocal displeasure with errors, from teammates and umpires
alike. In the minors, he clashed with Padres roving pitching instructor Mike Couchee, who eventually
straightened Latos out enough to get him to the majors.
Still, even as he knocked on the door of acehood in San Diego and then Cincinnati, Latos had earned
himself a reputation for rubbing people the wrong way.
“I came up as a 21-year-old and was really good and then I got knocked down,” Latos said. “Now, I’m down
here and I look at it and I go, ‘Well, you know what? [I] probably shouldn’t have been an idiot when I was
23 or 24 or 25 or 26, 27.’ Some things got taken for granted and it shouldn’t have come to that.”
An indy team wasn’t going to let a poor reputation get in the way of signing such a recognizable name. The
Jackals have other ex-big leaguers on the roster, including pitchers Vic Black and Vin Mazzaro, but no one
with Latos’ résumé.
Brooks Carey, the Jackals manager, kept an open mind when he met Latos in Jupiter, Fla. last winter. Both
natives of the Sunshine State, the two talked about fishing, the Keys – anything but baseball. A connection
formed quickly.
“He knows he’s carrying around a little bit of baggage. He’s a different type of guy. He’s become a good
friend of mine and I realize that he’s got a big heart,” Carey said. “I’ve told a lot of scouts that.”
It was not Latos’ demeanor that ultimately derailed his career, but rather his left knee.
After he tore his meniscus during spring training in 2014, Latos underwent surgery. He returned in June,
but that would be his last season in Cincinnati. He later accused the Reds of rushing him back. Latos was
never the same pitcher; his knee continued to bark as he toured the majors and minors.
The injury took a mental toll, too. All of a sudden, baseball wasn’t fun anymore.
“I just got down, almost like depressed, and just kind of let things go. I looked at it as strictly a job and
started hard-pressing myself,” Latos said. “When I used to hit the mound every fifth day when I was a
starter, that used to be my fun day. That’s how I looked at it and then the four days in between were my
work days. I just got away from it, and I don’t know why.”

In addition to his knee, Latos has dealt with a hypothyroid issue since 2011. Symptoms can include weight
fluctuation, decreased testosterone levels and lethargy, all of which Latos has experienced.
No one in the majors ever knew about the problem. “I don’t like pity parties,” Latos said, though, in
retrospect, he admits such a mindset worked against him. Latos now relies on medication to help control
his symptoms, but says there are still days “where it’s a huge kick in the ass.”
Getting out of bed remains a struggle sometimes, but Latos once again enjoys showing up for work. His life
is a cycle of “gym, field, sleep, repeat.” He’s lost 30 pounds since joining the Jackals. Latos only breaks
from his routine to talk to his parents, son and long-distance girlfriend, and to eat. (Latos and his wife,
Dallas, divorced in 2017; their cat, the aptly named and internet-famous Cat Latos, now lives with her).
Otherwise, he’s at the ballpark or working out somewhere on Montclair State’s campus.
“I don’t want to be here,” Latos said. “But I’m having fun here and I want to take that fun to the next level
again and get back to where I used to be. It’s been a great experience. It’s been humbling, it’s been fun.
It’s been a kickstart to a different side of me and a different side of my life.”
Latos, once described as an “addition by subtraction” by former Reds teammate Skip Schumaker, now
finds himself playing the role of mentor. He is quick to offer younger Jackals rides to and from the stadium
and he loves to talk approach while sitting in the bullpen. He’s become the de facto pitching coach for a
team that doesn’t officially have one.
“He’s always there to help, which is huge,” Black said. “There’s a lot that can be learned from past failures
and successes from guys like Vin, myself and especially Mat. He got far more time than we had.”
Aside from a brawl with the Rockland Boulders, Latos has largely been on his best behavior. He knows he
needs to be, as scouts check in on him. One of those scouts, taking in a recent game, said the reputation
that precedes Latos is certainly something for MLB teams to consider.
As for his stuff, the scout said Latos could help an MLB team out of the ‘pen. Hard-throwing relievers are
all the rage these days; Latos’ fastball has been sitting 95-98 mph since he became a closer. It helps that
his knee no longer bothers him.
Latos doesn’t know if he’ll make it back to the bright lights, but he believes his time with the Jackals has
changed him for the better.
“I love Mat Latos. To cut to the chase, I think he’s a good guy,” Carey said. “That would be my purpose
right now: To relay the fact to people that this is a good dude. I’ll vouch for him and I’ve got his back.”
Will others buy in?
“I know that I can get outs in the big leagues,” Latos said. “Obviously, that’s the ultimate goal, but there’s
some obstacles that I’ve created over my career that I need to overcome, break down and get past. I just
know that If I can get an opportunity in Double A – hell, High A – Triple A or the big leagues, I know the
difference of what I was before and what I am now.”
With the help of an old friend, José Abreu freed his hands and ended his slump
By James Fegan / The Athletic / August 7, 2018
There’s not much trickery required to generate a flattering recent split for José Abreu. Just to pick some
arbitrary cutoff like, say, since the All-Star break, Abreu entered Wednesday night hitting .329/.405/.700
over the course of the previous 18 games, with seven home runs and 12 extra-base hits. That’s good, but
most importantly a major turnaround from a month-and-a-half stretch from June 1 to the break that saw him
hit .196/.246/.335, and easily takes the crown of the worst slump of his career.

Most interestingly, he’s walked seven times in 79 plate appearances, which isn’t a ton, and isn’t a crazy
amount for him, but nods toward what he’s been able to do. More on that later.
First of all, Abreu credits his physical adjustment to longtime mentor and former hitting coach Marcos
Hernandez, who more or less called him up and made a suggestion about his hand placement. When
someone as famous as Abreu gets into a career-worst slump, he gets a lot of outside suggestions, but
when Hernandez called, it took priority.
“That was the key for me to overcome the struggles that I was passing through,” Abreu said through team
interpreter Billy Russo. “My hands weren’t ending where they’re supposed to end when I’m in a good
moment with my offense, with my swing. I just made a little adjustment, that little adjustment, and things
started going well for me again.”
Abreu’s hitting coach Todd Steverson explained the adjustment as focusing on separating his hands from
his body, not just in the setup but through the swing. Obviously they have to be synced up through the
swinging motion, but having some freedom allows Abreu to make the ad-hoc adjustments to pitches that
have helped produced a .296 career batting average. When his hands are rotating along with his body
every time, he doesn’t have that.
“We talked about freedom of his hands,” Steverson said. “There are a lot of things that can go on over the
course of time as a hitter. You play so many days and you don’t realize you’re doing something and you
feel stuck. You can’t do the things that you knew you could do.
“He’s always been a guy that can shoot a ball to right, one-hand a ball down underneath the zone, stay on
top of a ball. That’s hands. You can put your body in position, but those are hands. The best hitters in the
game have great hands, and when you lose that or when you lose the feel for them, you’re going to go
through a period of uncertainty because you can’t feel your number one asset, and that’s where he was.”
With that ability to adjust and adapt his barrel back, it brings us back to the walks, even if it is admittedly
not a jaw-dropping total. When self-diagnosing his struggles back in June, Abreu described them more
generally as a lack of focus on the strike zone. He was expanding, even if he had yet to identify and eliminate
the reason why.
During Abreu’s slump, he was swinging at 39.5 percent of pitches out of the zone. While he has always
been aggressive, this is a level of chasing that outpaces Adam Engel and Yolmer Sánchez and would place
him squarely in the territory of what José Rondón showed when he was in the majors, or more appropriately
what Abreu did in 2016 — the worst season of his career.
During this hot streak, as relatively small as it might be, that figure is down to 27.3 percent, which is a bit
more disciplined than Matt Davidson, but coupled with Abreu’s bat-to-ball ability and power. For someone
as swing-happy as Abreu, the most pressing change is his ability to barrel and drive what he thinks he
should be able to drive, but he’s been able to stop himself on bad pitches as well.
It’s unlikely an adjustment that Abreu repeatedly minimizes in significance is going to result in him
permanently establishing a new career-best baseline for chasing out of the zone. He’s nowhere near a
large enough sample to assess this as much more than “in a groove.” But better than being in a groove,
he’s out of the slump and drawing raves for how he handled it.
“Through the whole process, he keeps his emotions in check, understands what he’s doing,” manager Rick
Renteria said. “You very rarely see an outburst that show any level of strong frustration. He senses it and
he feels it, but never an outward expression to the point where you go, ‘wow,’ put you back on your toes a
little bit. He’s always maintained good composure. That comes with time and maturity and understanding
who you are, what you can do.”
A strong example for how to work yourself out of a slump is surely helpful for a young clubhouse that has
a lot of that going around lately, but continuing the theme of the games being played in the here and now

not being meaningless, this turnaround means the most to Abreu. Pressing on himself to carry a scuffling
offense all by himself is a part of how all of this started, because he takes keeping this team respectable
during these lean seasons very seriously. A strong close would do a number both to redeem the season
for him, and for a clubhouse that was anything but resigned to playing out the string at the end of March in
Kansas City.
Reynaldo López shows what he’s capable of when it’s all working
By James Fegan / The Athletic / August 7, 2018
Judging the number of invigorated glove smacks compared to a paucity of furious wall slaps, Tuesday
night’s performance against the Yankees was among the very best of an up-and-down 2018 season for
Reynaldo López.
At least it was better than might be indicated by the raw game score of seven innings of one-run ball, with
two walks, six strikeouts, and a solo shot from Miguel Andújar as his only real blemish. The end result was
another White Sox loss, but it was a 4-3 defeat in 13 innings for which he bore little to no responsibility.
“I was feeling good, my arm was loose, was strong and that was a big factor in my performance today,”
López said through team interpreter Billy Russo. “Yesterday Ricky [Renteria] was in a meeting with the
hitters and I passed through and I heard something that sticks with me: ‘It doesn’t matter what team you’re
facing, you need to do your best and you need to be ready to perform at your best.’ That was something
that resonated with me.”
As is typically the case, with López striking out six of 28 hitters (21.4 percent, less than the Yankees’ season
average of 22.9 percent), there was a bit of a gap between how much hope he provides with the life on his
stuff and the degree of difficulty of the opposing lineup he navigated, and the actual dominance he exhibited.
Strikeouts or remarkable control have too high of a correlation with sustained success in the rotation to
ignore, but López can claim he drifted toward the latter quality Tuesday.
Although they are without Aaron Judge and Gary Sanchez, the Yankees offense came into the night with a
.200 ISO as a team, so that he glided through six innings before the hard, booming contact to and over the
wall started to arrive is a credit to López. Even a stuttering and fumbling Yankees offense offered plenty of
potential for elite-level butt-kicking if López’s command wasn’t right, or if Adam Engel’s leaping ability was
a bit more limited. That he took a no-hitter into the sixth instead says something, even if it’s hard to say
what, and harder to say how it pertains to his final eight or so starts of the season.
But if this is the promise of López with everything working — and with his heater averaging 96.7 mph, 14
swinging strikes on the night (one short of his season-high), and contributions to that total from three
different pitches, it certainly seemed like it was all working — it’s reason to be compelled about what comes
next for him as he remains in the rotation.
“His life was right from the get-go,” Renteria said. “Velocity was up, attacking the zone. got in some traffic,
could have fallen apart but fought right through it.”
The ERA could settle in around league average, the strikeout rate is going to be near the bottom of the
league and the walk rate is too high. But he throws so, so hard, his stuff has played well against the most
fearsome offenses in the American League, and when the command is right, he can hang.
Yoán Moncada struck out four times amid an 0-for-5 night at the plate, including twice looking to bring his
league-leading strikeouts looking total to 57 on the year, and his recent slump to a garish 3-for-32 with 20
strikeouts over his past eight games. It looks bad, in this writer’s opinion.
Despite all this, Renteria was upbeat on the topic of his recent struggles after the game. He spoke
optimistically that Moncada had hit a point of frustration that will affect real change and drive him to fight off
borderline pitches, rather than risk being rung up on bad calls.

“I think he’s finally reached that point,” Renteria said. “So now it’s about getting over that and seeing himself
defend and battle and put balls in play and fight pitches. He has a great eye on balls for everything in the
zone. Now it’s about battling tough pitches in certain situations.
“To be honest this is good for him. He’s going to start to understand there is another phase to hitting beyond
having a good eye.”
Memo to White Sox fans: Root for the prospects, not their service time
By James Fegan / The Athletic / August 7, 2018
White Sox manager Rick Renteria didn’t come to his Monday afternoon media session with a travel itinerary
for Eloy Jiménez’s eventual voyage to Chicago in tow.
“Ultimately it’s when the organization at the top says, ‘Let’s make this move,'” Renteria said. “[Jiménez]’s
continuing to have a nice run, continuing to show he’s capable of performing. Ultimately when we believe
as an organization it’s the right time we’ll make that decision. He’ll be here in due time.”
Rather than lament being asked to speak in advance of what will inevitably be a very coordinated team
announcement for whenever Jiménez arrives, one that will lead to the demotion or release of a player
currently in his clubhouse, Renteria quickly pivoted on the topic to a much warmer interpretation.
“Believe me, I appreciate the questions and I get it,” Renteria said. “Fortunately for me you guys are asking
me questions about talent — talent in the system and when they’re capable of coming up, and that’s a good
thing.”
As much as Eloy Fever has underlying causes, like a 41-71 record and an outfield near the bottom of the
league in WAR, it also has root in some of the fundamental reasons anyone bothers to come out to the
ballpark. There’s a great, transcendent talent that people have either seen flashes of, read about or heard
about, and they want to be able to see it on a regular basis. Sometime before team sports became the
designated outlet for tribalism, this was the whole appeal of the enterprise.
This is why it was fairly dispiriting to see an NBC Sports Chicago fan poll the other day asking the audience
what they would like the White Sox to do with Jiménez and Michael Kopech, with the option of keeping
them both at Triple-A Charlotte until next season clearly taking a majority of the vote. The reason is obvious
enough: a fan base that has been sold on the merits forsaking the major league product in the name of
stacking young talent for the future, which — judging by page view numbers — gleefully enjoyed their team
picking near the top of the draft, is taking that mentality to the next logical endpoint of blatant service time
manipulation.
Chicago sports fans were introduced to this concept when Kris Bryant raked to the tune of a 1.098 OPS
(43 homers and 34 doubles out of 160 total hits) in the Cubs’ minor leagues in 2014 and still didn’t open
the season with the 2015 team.
There are ethical objections to be made about denying players deserved promotions, breaking from the
White Sox’s established and admirable practice of giving mid-season bumps to prospects who have hit the
necessary points in their development plans. There are strategic objections about transparently keeping
future cornerstones in the minors for the sake of stalling their service time accumulation, and how that will
be received by players who would theoretically be pre-arbitration extension candidates. Trying to guarantee
just shy of seven years of Kopech and Jiménez rather than merely a little more than six, and prioritizing that
over every other factor, ultimately comes with a bit of a dim view of how their White Sox careers will
progress, and how long they will last.
But mostly it’s a bummer that the fetishization of optimal human asset management has trumped the
interest in seeing great players do their thing. It’s one thing when general managers and teams do it
because it serves their best interests, because ultimately they’re being rewarded or fired based on how
they achieve specific goals. It’s another thing when fans intone it, dismiss the idea of seeing entertaining

players and winning baseball as “pointless” until it correlates immediately with a potential World Serieswinning team, and value hoarding team control more than the front offices of teams themselves.
The White Sox have given no indication that they would ever do something as brazen as hold Kopech and
Jiménez down until April. It runs counter to general manager Rick Hahn’s repeated assertions that their
major league arrival dates are not determined by service time, and runs counter to even the handling of
Yoán Moncada, Lucas Giolito and Reynaldo López from a year ago. Their slow burns with Jiménez and
Kopech read more clearly as the choices of a franchise fresh off over a decade of treating prospects as a
means to the end of patching holes on the big league roster, with plenty of regrettable outcomes to show
for it. Now, they understandably are erring on the side of extreme caution, and are willing to take the arrows
for having a slow trigger in the short-term. As it has somehow turned out, their fans are either eager for
them to move faster, or pushing them to be more ruthless.
As the sage Paul Konerko said the other day, albeit about a totally different topic, “the game is never wrong”
even when “it doesn’t agree with my mind.” He was talking about the comfort and value hitters find now
with all-or-nothing approaches at the plate, but all-or-nothing attitudes to contending is receiving the same
level of traction among teams and their fans.
Just like holding back stud prospects to snag another year of service time, I can see the cold, unassailable
logic to it, just not the romance. And while the White Sox, deep in the darkest stages of an unblinking
rebuild, might seem like the ideal team to carry out such a bloodless approach, it doesn’t seem like their
way of doing business either.
Dylan Covey’s second-turn struggles, Matt Davidson’s expanding role on display against Yankees
By James Fegan / The Athletic / August 7, 2018
Like nearly every starting pitcher on the face of this vast planet, Dylan Covey is better on his first trip through
the batting order than on his second. But whereas starting pitchers across the major leagues have seen
opposing hitters go from .237/.305/.394 the first time through to .250/.318/.413, Covey is seeing something
more extreme. Going into Monday night, Covey was holding hitters to a .207/.296/.333 line in his first trip
through the order, only to see that spike to .321/.395/.468 on the second go-round.
With the previously reeling Yankees in town Monday, that trend grew more extreme. Covey reeled off a
perfect first three innings, only to see the Bronx Bombers go 4-for-8 with a walk in their second look as they
broke open an eventual 7-0 win, which could have been worse if not for an Adam Engel home run robbery
of Greg Bird.
“Grinded through those fourth and fifth innings,” Covey said. “Didn’t have the changeup quite as well as I
wanted to. They were able to kind of sit on that fastball a little bit.”
Covey living and dying with his two-seamer got him back to the majors and helped him stay here, but
commanding his changeup frequently, as well as his other off-speed offerings, is the barrier between an
easy first three innings and getting deeper into games. When he finds the feel for it, he cruises, and
opposing hitters actually do worse against him the third time through the lineup.
He stabilized again Monday night when he found it and pitched into the seventh, but the consequences of
him lacking a primary swing-and-miss pitch after hitters have seen his sinker is enough that the 26-yearold is now running a 5.58 ERA and looking like the weakest link in a rotation that has a big-league-ready
Michael Kopech lurking in Triple-A.
“I see them taking my pitches, I see them getting my timing down and was trying to get that changeup
working early and just didn’t quite find it enough,” Covey said. “If I can just find those off-speed pitches
earlier for strikes, I think it will make it a little bit easier to get through that lineup a second or third time
because they can’t eliminate a pitch. If the hitter can eliminate a pitch then it makes it that much easier for
them.”

Covey can throw 95 mph with nutty movement at times, and it’s pretty clear he can get major league hitters
out when he’s at the height of his powers. It’s just at some point soon — and Carson Fulmer’s development
would show it’s already happening — the White Sox rotation is going to start parsing down from everyone
who has the potential to start, to the guys who show consistent effectiveness out of the rotation every five
days. With Kopech’s ascension looking increasingly inevitable, if not specifically imminent, it does put these
kinds of acute struggles to turn over a lineup a second time into an unforgiving light.
Meanwhile, in the name of larger pitching roles rather than smaller ones, Matt Davidson is centering around
something more regular, if not actually becoming a full-blown reliever after his third pitching appearance of
the season (another scoreless frame, of course).
“I don’t know how many days we’ve had on recently, but [pitching coach Don Cooper] said, ‘If this game
gets a little bit more out of hand, we probably want to send you to the bullpen for these two days before the
off day.'” Davidson said. “Like we said, we won four straight, we were using matchups a lot, and the guys
were working hard in getting outs and getting big outs in those situations. It’s cool to give them a break.”
The White Sox, 41-71, lose more than most teams. With Joakim Soria traded and Nate Jones on the
disabled list, they have also started matching up pitcher-to-batter with their bullpen down the stretch of
close games more than most teams, as Jim Margalus detailed recently. No one in particular has laid claim
to the eighth or ninth, so instead everybody has, and just about everyone winds up getting used over the
same period of time.
As a result, the Sox wind up not only having plenty of opportunities when they might use a position player
to aid a frequently fatigued relief corps, but now have found themselves a uniquely competent position
player pitching option. In sum, it seems to have made manager Rick Renteria, naturally hesitant and
cautious about giving in to the winking absurdity of having his designated hitter toe the rubber, a little less
hesitant and cautious.
“Listen, I don’t know if it’s a new normal,” Renteria said. “I’ve done it before, not as often as we’ve done it
this year already. I think that the way and depending on how bullpens are used and how many you end up
riding for a period of time, sometimes you need a respite and you hope you can put someone in there who
will be able to throw the ball over the plate. You don’t want to make it an embarrassing type of situation.
Matty is able to at least throw strikes and has a couple of secondary pitches that seem to be fairly effective.”
Davidson still isn’t doing anything more than the occasional flat-ground throwing session between outings
to keep his arm loose for low-90s heat and making sure he can still spin his surprisingly sharp curveball.
And he noted that Giancarlo Stanton barely missed launching a hanger Monday night before he struck out,
lest anyone get carried away by the dominance he’s shown in a small, compromised sample. That and
plenty of other reasons point to Davidson’s bullpen role not advancing beyond the occasional dalliance. But
the White Sox are very likely to use a position player again this season, and at this point, it would be pretty
surprising if they used someone other than Davidson.

