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THIS DAY IN REDS HISTORY
1930-The Reds trade Dolf Luque to Brooklyn for Doug McWeeny, and purchase Leo Durocher from the Yankees. McWeeny
lasts only one season with the Reds, going 0-2 with a 7.36 ERA in 25.2 innings pitched. Durocher will spend four seasons
with the Reds, collecting a .227 batting average with 97 RBI

MLB.COM
Brice looking to grab spot in Reds' bullpen
Right-hander's versatility, durability could be a plus
By Mark Sheldon MLB.com @m_sheldon
Feb. 2nd, 2018
CINCINNATI -- When reliever Austin Brice went on Reds Caravan last week, the team had yet to finalize its signing of David
Hernandez to a two-year, $5 million contract. The deal essentially locked up a fourth, and perhaps a fifth, bullpen spot.
That left two open spots up for grabs, and Brice will be looking to take one of them. His competition includes Kevin Shackelford,
Ariel Hernandez, Vance Worley and prospects Zack Weiss and Jimmy Herget. One of the pitchers who don't make the rotation
could secure a fifth bullpen spot to join Hernandez, Raisel Iglesias, Wandy Peralta and Jared Hughes.
"I'm pumped for the way the team looks right now. I'm always up for competition and a challenge," Brice said on Jan. 25.
Brice, 25, was acquired with starting pitcher Luis Castillo in trade that sent Dan Straily to the Marlins in the previous offseason. He
missed the start of the season on the disabled list with ulnar nerve inflammation in his right elbow, but did well once he got to
Cincinnati in May. In largely low-leverage situations, Brice had a 1.62 ERA over his first 10 games.
Then in the next nine appearances from June 8-July 5, Brice had an 11.25 ERA with five home runs allowed. He was optioned to
Triple-A Louisville on July 6.
"June was a tough month, but other than that, I found some consistency with my pitches," Brice said. "I had some effective stuff. I
had a lull in June where I felt like guys were just hitting it everywhere where they weren't. That always happens. I feel really good
going into this season."
Brice was able to perform well at Louisville with a 3.80 ERA and zero homers in his 15 games before his recall in August. He had
three scoreless outings but strained his right lat muscle on Aug. 12 and missed the rest of the season.
As the Reds evaluate their relievers, Brice's versatility and durability could be a plus. He threw at least two innings 10 times and
didn't allow a hit in five of those games. His slider was his most effective pitch, according to Statcast™, as the opposition batted
.200 and he garnered 21 whiffs, while allowing five singles and one home run out of 118 pitches.
In a silver-lining sort of way, Brice felt the time he missed last season could help him going into 2018. He's since added a changeup
as a third pitch to complement his fastball and slider, and he believes he can be more effective.
"I was talking to our training staff. I honestly can say, going into Spring Training, it's the best I've felt in about two years," Brice
said. "I think it was a culmination over the last two years of not having much time off. It finally kind of caught up to me. My body
was telling me, 'Hey, it's time to start getting stronger and some time off.' It's been good. It's a hard thing to say that being on the DL
is a good thing. But it ended up being a good thing for me, especially since I got healthy and stronger at the end of the season."

Top 10 Right Now ranks first basemen, starters
Countdown of MLB's best players concludes Feb. 10
Feb. 3rd, 2018

MLB Network's countdown of baseball's best players at each position continued Saturday night with the next two installments of the
"Top 10 Right Now!" series, featuring the game's top first basemen and starting pitchers.
The five-week program hosted by Brian Kenny -- which has already ranked today's best right fielders, second basemen, third
basemen, shortstops, left fielders and catchers -- uses rankings based on player performance over the last two seasons, a number of
offensive and defensive metrics, both advanced Statcast™ data and traditional numbers and analysis by the MLB Network research
team.
The series features appearances from MLB Network on-air personalities and former Major Leaguers Eric Byrnes, Cliff Floyd, Mike
Lowell, Dan Plesac, Harold Reynolds, John Smoltz, Jim Thome, Dave Valle and Preston Wilson, as well as roundtable discussions
with Kenny, president of SABR Vince Gennaro, the Ringer's Ben Lindbergh and MLB.com analyst Mike Petriello.
Each episode also features a fan-generated Top 10 Right Now list compiled via voting on MLB Network's Facebook, Instagram and
Twitter pages using #Top10RightNow.
Below is a breakdown of this year's rankings results:
Top 10 Right Fielders Right Now
Right field is an extremely top-heavy position, with five legitimate stars at the top, then a big gap, then about 10 strong starters who
were all in the mix for the Nos. 6-10 spots.
1. Aaron Judge
2. Giancarlo Stanton
3. Mookie Betts
4. Bryce Harper
5. J.D. Martinez
6. Josh Reddick
7. Avisail Garcia
8. Domingo Santana
9. Mitch Haniger
10. Dexter Fowler
Top 10 Second Basemen Right Now
Second base is in a period of flux, as formerly reliable veterans like Ben Zobrist, Dustin Pedroia, Jason Kipnis and Chase Utley are
no longer obvious entrants on the list. But there's a true superstar at the top, and an interesting mix of veterans and youth coming up
behind.
1. Jose Altuve
2. Robinson Cano
3. Brian Dozier
4. Daniel Murphy
5. DJ LeMahieu
6. Dustin Pedroia
7. Jonathan Schoop
8. Ian Kinsler
9. Neil Walker
10. Cesar Hernandez
Top 10 Shortstops Right Now
The starting shortstops for last fall's World Series contenders, the Astros' Carlos Correa and the Dodgers' Corey Seager, are atop the
rankings at their position. Correa and Seager, both 23 years old, headline a group of young stars; all but Andrelton Simmons (28),
Elvis Andrus (29) and Tim Beckham (27) are age 25 or younger.
1. Carlos Correa
2. Corey Seager
3. Francisco Lindor
4. Trea Turner
5. Andrelton Simmons
6. Jean Segura
7. Paul DeJong
8. Elvis Andrus
9. Trevor Story

10. Tim Beckham
Top 10 Third Basemen Right Now
For a second consecutive year, Kris Bryant is atop MLB Network's third-base rankings. The position is deep with some of the
biggest names in baseball represented. New additions for 2018 include Houston's Alex Bregman, who helped his club win a World
Series championship, and Cleveland's Jose Ramirez, who led the Majors with 56 doubles and earned his first All-Star nod in 2017.
1. Kris Bryant
2. Nolan Arenado
3. Josh Donaldson
4. Justin Turner
5. Anthony Rendon
6. Adrian Beltre
7. Jose Ramirez
8. Manny Machado
9. Alex Bregman
10. Kyle Seager
Top 10 Left Fielders Right Now
The Cardinals' newest outfielder is also as good as it gets among the ranks of left fielders, according to MLB Network's rankings.
Last season with the Marlins, Marcell Ozuna hit 37 homers, drove in 124 runs and earned Gold Glove and Silver Slugger honors.
The Mets' Yoenis Cespedes, owner of one of the best outfield arms in the big leagues, was ranked right behind Ozuna.
1. Marcell Ozuna
2. Yoenis Cespedes
3. Justin Upton
4. Ryan Braun
5. Trey Mancini
6. Khris Davis
7. Adam Eaton
8. Andrew Benintendi
9. Marwin Gonzalez
10. Brett Gardner
Top 10 Catchers Right Now
The Giants' Buster Posey, arguably one of the all-time greats at the position, sits atop MLB Network's rankings of the top catchers
in baseball. After Posey, the list is filled with up-and-coming stars such as 25-year-olds Gary Sanchez of the Yankees and Willson
Contreras of the Cubs.
1. Buster Posey
2. Gary Sanchez
3. Willson Contreras
4. Yasmani Grandal
5. J.T. Realmuto
6. Austin Barnes
7. Mike Zunino
8. Yadier Molina
9. Tyler Flowers
10. Robinson Chirinos
Top 10 First Basemen Right Now
National League MVP runner-up Joey Votto of the Reds leads MLB Network's list of the best first sackers in the game today. But
you certainly can't go wrong with any of the players near the top of this list.
1. Joey Votto
2. Freddie Freeman
3. Paul Goldschmidt
4. Anthony Rizzo
5. Cody Bellinger
6. Jose Abreu
7. Edwin Encarnacion
8. Brandon Belt

9. Matt Carpenter
10. Carlos Santana
Top 10 Starting Pitchers Right Now
Arguably the greatest left-hander of this era, Dodgers star Clayton Kershaw deservedly ranks No. 1 on MLB Network's list of top
starting pitchers in the Majors. Reigning AL Cy Young winner Corey Kluber sits second on the list.
1. Clayton Kershaw
2. Corey Kluber
3. Chris Sale
4. Max Scherzer
5. Stephen Strasburg
6. Madison Bumgarner
7. Noah Syndergaard
8. Carlos Carrasco
9. Justin Verlander
10. Kyle Hendricks
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Reds Xtra: Brewers better than the Reds? Depends on pitching
John Fay, jfay@enquirer.com
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When the Milwaukee Brewers traded for outfielder Christian Yelich and signed outfielder Lorenzo Cain, it was widely assumed that
the Reds were doomed to fourth place in the National League Central. The Pirates seemed to wrap up fifth when they traded off two
of their best players.
That is certainly the way to bet.
But the Reds have a chance to exceed expectations – if the pitching is substantially better. That’s the same if the Reds have faced
the last several years. But it’s truer than ever this year because the offense is good enough to win now.
Consider: Even with addition of Yelich and Cain, the Brewers' lineup is not much better than that of the Reds. When you add up the
WAR (Wins Above Replacement) of Milwaukee’s eight projected starters, it comes to 22.9. The Reds' projected lineup totals to
20.9. That’s not a huge difference. And that’s factoring in Jose Peraza’s -0.7 WAR. He’s going to do better than that as the full-time
shortstop. (By the way, if the Reds had re-signed Zack Cozart and his 4.9, their lineup would have had the best total in the Central).
The Reds finished third among NL Central teams in runs in 2017 with 753, just a tick behind the Cards’ 761. The Cubs led the
division with 822. The Brewers scored 732, the Pirates 668.
The reason the Reds finished last in the division was purely a result of pitching. Awful pitching. The Reds allowed 869 runs. That
kept them from competing with the Cubs (695 allowed), the Brewers (697) and the Cardinals (706).
So the question going into spring training is: Can the pitching improve enough for the Reds to contend?
I’ll go with a firm maybe.
The Reds are counting on two things to make the rotation better: Health and improvement of the young pitchers. That’s a risky
proposition. Homer Bailey, Anthony DeSclafani and Brandon Finnegan – Nos. 1, 2 and 3 on paper – combined to make 22 starts
last year.
Luis Castillo, the most impressive of the young starters, is penciled in for the fourth spot. The Reds have lots of candidates for the
fifth spots: Robert Stephenson, Sal Romano, Tyler Mahle and Michael Lorenzen.
All have great potential, but none is a sure a bet.
I think it has to be tempting for the Reds to hedge their bets by bringing in a veteran starter. Right-handers Lance Lynn and Alex
Cobb remain unsigned. Both are 30. Cobb was 12-10 with a 3.66 ERA last year. Lynn was 11-8 with a 3.43 ERA.

If the Reds could get either for a short-term, bargain deal, it would make sense to sign them. Put a 200-inning guy in the mix and it
solidifies the rotation.
The Reds probably won’t do that. The payroll is brushing up against $100 million, and president of baseball operation Dick
Williams says the club is better served giving those innings to the young starters.
The Reds instead chose to bolster the bullpen, signing right-handers Jared Hughes and David Hernandez. I like both signings. But if
the rotation is not much better, the bullpen isn’t going to matter.
The good news for the Reds is the number of candidates they have for the open spot. Manager Bryan Price is on record as saying
four spots will likely go to Bailey, DeSclafani, Finnegan and Castillo.
“When you’re the manager, you have to handicap it,” Price said.
If the handicapping is correct, Stephenson, Romano. Lorenzen, Mahle, Cody Reed and Amir Garrett are all competing for one spot.
Based on last year, I’d make Romano the favorite. He seems to have the confidence to win it.
A scout I talked to the other day likes Mahle based largely on command. He’s the least experienced, but it’s hard to argue with his
minor league numbers.
If Mahle or one of the other young guys can take a big step forward, if Castillo pitches like he did last year, if Bailey, DeSclafani
and Finnegan are healthy, the Reds can compete with the Brewers and maybe the Cardinals.
That’s a lot of ifs, of course. But we’re less than two weeks from pitchers and catchers reporting and hope springs eternal, right?
The Reds' season depends a lot of hopes and ifs.

Transactions
02/04/18
Texas Rangers signed free agent RHP Bartolo Colon to a minor league contract and invited him to spring training.
02/03/18
Pittsburgh Pirates signed free agent LHP Estalin Ortiz to a minor league contract.
02/02/18
New York Yankees invited non-roster RHP J.P. Feyereisen to spring training.
Milwaukee Brewers traded C Andrew Susac to Baltimore Orioles for Player To Be Named Later.
New York Yankees invited non-roster RHP Taylor Widener to spring training.
New York Yankees invited non-roster RHP Dillon Tate to spring training.
New York Yankees invited non-roster RHP Chance Adams to spring training.
New York Yankees invited non-roster RHP Cody Carroll to spring training.
New York Yankees invited non-roster RHP Cale Coshow to spring training.
New York Yankees invited non-roster C Francisco Diaz to spring training.
New York Yankees invited non-roster RHP Raynel Espinal to spring training.
New York Yankees invited non-roster 2B Nick Solak to spring training.
New York Yankees invited non-roster OF Estevan Florial to spring training.
New York Yankees invited non-roster SS Kyle Holder to spring training.
New York Yankees invited non-roster RHP Brady Lail to spring training.
New York Yankees invited non-roster C Jorge Saez to spring training.
New York Yankees invited non-roster LHP Justus Sheffield to spring training.

