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5 questions as the Cubs head to spring training in damage-control mode
By Patrick Mooney
The Cubs are in damage-control mode after Splinter News exposed what Joe Ricketts thinks of Muslims,
African-Americans and former President Barack Obama.
As the patriarch and founder of TD Ameritrade, Joe Ricketts bankrolled the $845 million deal to acquire
the Cubs and Wrigley Field from Tribune Co. in 2009, putting his children in a new position of power,
helping set up the franchise’s trust/operating structure and using an iconic brand to extend his family’s
political influence.
The Cubs cannot be totally separated from Joe Ricketts’ email account. And Joe Ricketts’ views do not
represent the totality of the Cubs, either.
After processing the slow drip of negative headlines this offseason, Cubs fans will decide how much
time, money and energy they want to invest in this year’s team. But eventually the focus will shift back
onto the field, and the Cubs will either win enough games this season or not.
Here are five questions to think about before pitchers and catchers officially report to Arizona next week
and the Cubs change the subject with the start of spring training.
1. Who is Addison Russell?
“We’re gonna find out,” manager Joe Maddon said.
Even before the dysfunction in his personal life surfaced online, a former teammate described Russell as
an unusually quiet person. In deciding to give Russell a conditional second chance while he serves a 40game suspension under Major League Baseball’s joint domestic violence policy with the players’ union,
the Cubs recognized he had become a loner inside his own clubhouse, ill-equipped to handle his
responsibilities.
The Cubs felt a level of responsibility for the rise and fall of Russell, who still hasn’t answered questions
from the media about what happened with Melisa Reidy, his ex-wife and the mother of his son Aiden.
“There’s a lot of ‘ifs’ involved in this,” Maddon said. “One of the big ‘ifs’ is just that Addison does the
right things to get back here in the first place. And if he does that, and everybody’s satisfied with that
progress, then you give him the opportunity to become the shortstop again.

“But right now, our focus primarily is on becoming the best human being he can possibly become. When
all that stuff is settled, when all those boxes are checked and satisfied, then you get a chance to play
shortstop again. I don’t even know when that’s going to be until we get to camp.”
Russell, 25, has a lot to prove, on and off the field. But perceptions – or at least the risk/reward
calculations – can change. A 30-game domestic violence suspension to start the 2016 season didn’t stop
the Cubs from acquiring Aroldis Chapman, who earned a World Series ring and returned to the New York
Yankees on a record-setting contract for a closer (five years and $86 million guaranteed).
“I’ve spoken with Addy a bit,” Maddon said. “I’ve texted with Addy a bit. He seems to be in a good place,
trying to move in the right direction. But at the end of the day, the ‘if’ word is still attached to this entire
scenario, so we’ll wait and see.”
2. Is the offense fixed yet?
Let’s not get carried away with before-and-after screenshots of Jason Heyward’s swing in Mesa, Cactus
League statistics or breathless reports about how Player X is in the best shape of his life. Because at last
year’s All-Star break, the Cubs ranked first in the NL in runs scored (476), hits (869), batting average
(.265), on-base percentage (.345) and OPS (.771). And hitting coach Chili Davis still got fired after only
one season on the job.
“We have a hard time adjusting,” team president Theo Epstein admitted during last month’s Cubs
Convention, clarifying his money quotes from a 71-minute, end-of-season press conference and some of
the organization’s mixed messages about launch angle.
“Before you get to two strikes, when you’re early in the count and you’re aggressive, you should be
hunting a pitch you can drive,” Epstein said. “You should be hunting a pitch you can hit hard. You should
be hunting a pitch you can hit in the air. Go for it. Hit it into the seats where they can’t catch it.”
Just because the offense “broke” – the honest assessment that left Cubs fans and the Chicago media
thinking ownership would give Epstein more budget flexibility to be a major player in the Bryce Harper
negotiations – does not mean it is “permanently damaged.”
“When we get to two strikes, we collectively have to make an adjustment,” Epstein told the audience at
the Sheraton Grand Chicago. “Every single player we have – and they know this; I wouldn’t say it to you
unless we’ve said it to them directly – they need to have a two-strike approach. They need to be
adjusting. They need to have the ‘B’ swing. They need to be able to survive with two strikes, like
Anthony Rizzo does as well as anybody in the game.”
3. Did Maddon watch the Fyre Festival documentaries on Netflix and Hulu?
It would be a natural follow-up to reading “Managing Millenials for Dummies.”
After the Cubs lost a Game 163 tiebreaker and the National League wild-card game, Epstein informed
Maddon’s camp that the team would not discuss a contract extension for the manager this offseason.
Maddon is a natural center of attention, but no one around the Cubs will face as much internal pressure
and external scrutiny this year.
“Joe is somebody who wants to be the best at what he does,” Epstein said. “He’s highly motivated. Like
everyone in the organization, we’re all accountable, me especially, for what happened last year. That’s

the first step. And then it’s, ‘How do I get better? If that wasn’t our best, what is our best? And how do
we get there?’ I think that’s the mindset Joe is in. The good thing is that Joe is not someone who’s set in
his ways.”
Maddon will turn 65 this week, earn $6 million this year and probably make the Hall of Fame someday.
Epstein still wants to see more day-to-day structure, hands-on instruction and interaction with the
millennial players who influenced the decision to fire Davis.
“Joe is not someone who is going to sit there and think he’s got all the answers,” Epstein said. “Joe is
someone who’s curious about the outside world. He’s curious about how to get better. He’s curious
about things going on around him. He’s curious about his players and this group and how to get the
most out of them. Of course, he’s going to go home and ask himself, ‘How can I be more effective? How
can I get more out of this group? How can I do things differently?’
“It’s sort of a return to his roots, the Joe Maddon who’s buzzing around the middle of all the action,
talking to his players all the time, really engaged with what’s going on, on the field and in these players’
lives. That’s the very best Joe Maddon. If he can make small adjustments to give even more of himself to
that pursuit, then the whole organization’s going to be better off.”
4. What’s next for Yu Darvish?
Cole Hamels laughed when a reporter mentioned how Darvish doing interviews in English at Cubs
Convention could be interpreted as a sign of his confidence and comfort level. Darvish declined to use a
translator during last year’s sit-down with Cubs officials in the Dallas area, where both sides began to lay
the groundwork for a $126 million deal. Darvish regularly communicates with teammates and staffers in
English. During briefings with the Chicago media last season, Darvish would sometimes begin answering
in Japanese before his translator even posed the question.
“I know he wants to do really well and he’s capable of so much,” said Hamels, who played with Darvish
on the Texas Rangers team that won 95 games and an American League West title in 2016. “When he’s
healthy, he’s one of the best in the game.”
Darvish is a complex personality, a prodigy who faced unbelievable scrutiny and pressure from a young
age and a freakishly talented pitcher recovering from real physical issues. After posting a 4.95 ERA in
eight starts, Darvish never pitched for the Cubs after Memorial Day weekend last season and underwent
arthroscopic surgery on his right elbow in September. The Cubs absolutely need more out of Darvish in
Year 2 of a contract that could run through 2023.
“His health is everything,” Epstein said in late January at the opening of Cubs Convention. “I know it’s
not worth anything at this point of the calendar, but the reports are terrific. He’s added a lot of good
muscle. He’s added a lot of flexibility. Most importantly, his arm feels terrific. He’s experiencing no
discomfort whatsoever when throwing and when testing his arm. He’s walking around with a little bit of
confidence. I think that reflects how he’s feeling about himself physically.
“Now the important part starts, which is taking that into spring training and then into the season and
being ready for the battle and getting some really good hitters out and being someone that we can lean
on in that rotation.”
5. Jed, is St. Louis “so boring” or the most boring city on the planet?

Cubs general manager Jed Hoyer – who married into a St. Louis family of Cardinals fans – is the more
diplomatic/extroverted half of the partnership at the top of Epstein’s baseball operations department.
Hoyer usually makes the trip to Busch Stadium when the Cubs play the Cardinals. Kris Bryant, the mildmannered superstar, stirred up the rivalry with his “so boring” comment during Ryan Dempster’s Cubs
Convention talk show.
Of course, the Cardinals took this in stride and ignored an off-the-cuff response at a winter fan festival.
Just kidding … Yadier Molina fired back with an Instagram post: “Only stupid players and losers make
comments like the ones made by Bryant and Dempster.”
While the Cubs keep reminding everyone that they won 95 games last year – while working within the
financial parameters given to Epstein’s group – the Cardinals and the rest of the NL Central appear to be
getting better in what might be baseball’s toughest division.
“Every team seems to be doing a lot of good work this year, including ourselves,” Maddon said.
“Everybody’s bemoaning the fact that we have not gone out there and signed anybody. But I like our
names. That’s a big part of why we’re going through the offseason in this manner. We just got to
extrapolate more out of the players that are there, which we shall.”
-The Athletic
On fathers, children and the strain of being a Muslim Cubs fan today
By Jon Greenberg
When the Cubs won the World Series in 2016, a young sports broadcaster named Adam Amin was in a
hotel room in Connecticut on the phone with his aging father back in suburban Chicago.
“We’re sitting there crying on the phone together when Kris Bryant makes the final out,” Amin told me
Tuesday afternoon.
Mohammed Amin came to America in 1978, Adam said, a Muslim from Pakistan making a new home at
41. What was this sport on his TV? It looks a little like cricket. He was intrigued.
“He loved cricket in Pakistan and he comes to Chicago in ’78,” Amin said. “And in 1979, he sees the Cubs
on TV and thinks ‘Oh, that looks familiar. That’s something I recognize.’”
Mohammed fell in love with the colorful uniforms, with players like Iván de Jesus, Rick Reuschel and
Bruce Sutter. He learned the game and suffered along with the rest of Chicago until 1984. Rick Sutcliffe
got traded to the North Side and the city was transfixed with Cubs Fever.
“That was his reward,” Amin said. “I’m born and he passed that on to me.”
Flash forward 32 years and an aging Mohammed Amin got to watch the Cubs finally win it all with his
son, the fledgling sportscaster, even though they were 1,000 miles apart. He was delighted when Adam
started calling games for ESPN with Sutcliffe.
Mohammed Amin died of a heart attack a year ago this March and Adam thought about him this week
as Joe Ricketts’ Islamophobic emails came to light.

“He’s a Pakistani immigrant, a Muslim guy who came to Chicago,” Amin said. “It’s the classic immigrant
story. This is the team he invested half of his life. So when I hear things, all that stuff comes to mind. If
he were alive, how does he feel to root for a team and then read those Joe Ricketts emails? What does
he think?”
Amin isn’t much of a Cubs fan these days, the byproduct of a job where sports are his livelihood. The
Cubs winning it all was kind of the apotheosis of his fandom.
But the Ricketts emails released by Splinter News instantly affected thousands of Muslim and black Cubs
fans who were angry, upset and left thinking, “That’s what they think of us.” It’s important for the Cubs
to listen to these fans and do more than PR.
Because Joe Ricketts’ uncovered emails, from the gross forwards he liked to his outright anti-Islamic
bigotry from years past, aren’t just a titillating story. They have a real-world effect on Cubs fans, young
and old, who never much thought about the patriarch of the Ricketts family, but now are questioning
their own fandom.
On Tuesday, I reached out to Amin, because he’s the most high-profile Muslim sports journalist I know, a
suburban Chicago native who is now a role model to Muslim kids around the country. He’s the
immigrant’s son, a Muslim-American who is becoming a popular voice for America’s most popular
religion, sports. He calls college football and basketball, the NBA, MLB, the Women’s Final Four, college
softball. I caught him at home before he headed south to eat barbecue and call Cincinnati at Memphis.
What did he think about the emails?
“Disheartened by them,” he told me. “Conflicted about my fandom, more about my late dad’s fandom.
“It’s always frustrating when people in power or of status and wealth harbor these thoughts, even more
frustrating when they’re in the proximity of the team you grew up rooting for, the team in which I
invested a lot of myself. I won’t paint the whole ownership group with one broad brush, but if you know
the emotional impact of the Cubs on my family over my lifetime, it’s very hurtful just to hear what was
expressed.”
Amin understands the Cubs’ ownership structure and he appreciated Tom Ricketts’ response and even
Joe’s statement through his publicist. He’s obviously not boycotting the team. But as a public-facing
Muslim sportscaster, and a thoughtful citizen, he isn’t naive. He knows which way the wind is blowing in
pockets of this country and he’s worried about the rise of hate crimes over the past couple years.
The Council on American-Islamic Relations (CAIR-Chicago), the Council of Islamic Organizations of
Greater Chicago (CIOGC) and the Muslim Bar Association held a joint press conference Tuesday
condemning the emails and will meet with Tom Ricketts next week, a Cubs source confirmed. But they
want more than a meeting.
“Bigotry has no home in Chicago,” Ahmed Rehab, executive director for CAIR-Chicago, said in a
statement. “Mr. (Ricketts’) comments are both alarming and highly disappointing. The community is in
shock. There are countless Chicagoans who are both Muslims and Cubs fans. This is particularly hurtful
to them. The idea that Muslims do not belong or are a threat to our culture is a tired, old Islamophobic
trope that is disproven every day through living, working, contributing, and leading in America, our
home. It is lazy, ignorant and moreover blatantly false. We expect and demand better. Sports are
supposed to bring us together. The Cubs need to act hard and fast to ensure Chicagoans that they
embrace our values of anti-bigotry,”

Adam Abdalla is good friends with Amin. He’s Egyptian-American and a Muslim sports journalist, a
producer and host for ESPN 1000 who grew up in the suburbs and lived abroad. He spent Tuesday
working at the radio station, producing the “Waddle & Silvy” show.
That show typically avoids “politics” (our catch-all word for everything that might elicit a “Stick to
sports!” tweet), and even Abdalla was surprised how long they stayed with this story Tuesday. I listened
while stuck in traffic in the 5 o’clock hour while Muslim Cubs fans called in — some saying they were
done with the Cubs, others expressing disappointment, but a continued love for the Cubs.
Abdalla is a real Cubs fan, though he says not a diehard. He will continue to support the team, he told
me, and he puts it in perspective, knowing his father is a conservative Muslim and has some beliefs that
differ from his own liberal point of view. Given that he makes his bones in sports radio and grew up in
the far northern suburbs, he also knows what’s out there.
“It’s awful,” he said of the emails. “I don’t want to say a majority of Americans, but a decent amount of
Americans believe (in Islamophobia). They only believe what they read on Facebook. They only believe
what they read on email chains.”
While he draws the line at renouncing his fandom, his text chains showed that his friends are conflicted.
“It’s not like the players did this,” he said. “Javy Báez didn’t release text messages about Muslims. But I
understand if my Muslim friends don’t want to be Cubs fans unless they do something.”
Abdalla thinks the first thing the Cubs should do to rectify this situation is hold a Muslim Heritage Night
or a Muslim-American Night.
“Just make sure you don’t do it during the day on Ramadan,” he said, which knowing the Cubs, seems
like something they’d do and blame on Ald. Tom Tunney.
I think they should reach out to Muslim youth groups across Chicago, invite them to games and show
them that the Cubs are on their side. There are a lot of Muslims in Chicago and still, despite an
outpouring of love on Twitter this week, a lot of anti-Muslim hate in Chicago. Sometimes it’s only
revealed in email chains.
“They don’t know I’m Muslim or the guy down the street is Muslim,” Abdalla said. “It’s unfortunate. It’s
also unfortunate there are radical Muslims. It’s something I’ve had to do deal with, mostly in this
country, since 9/11.”
One thing we know for sure, it’s going to take more than a statement and Tom Ricketts reminding
everyone his father doesn’t really do anything with the team.
No one knew or cared who the Ricketts family were in Chicago before they bought the Cubs. Without
Joe’s largesse, Tom would be a trader bitching about the price of his 1914 Club tickets. But Joe made his
millions and his kids got to buy their favorite team.
Tom helped win the city a World Series and deserved all the plaudits he got. Now he needs to come
through in a different way and let everyone in the city know the Cubs stand for more than just money
and, yes, World Series trophies.
--

Cubs.com
Around the Horn: Cubs will rely on INF stars
By Jordan Bastian
In the weeks leading up to the start of Spring Training, MLB.com has been going Around the Horn,
examining different facets of the Cubs' roster. In the final installment this week: Infielders and catchers.
There is no shortage of star power within the Cubs' infield.
Kris Bryant already has a pile of hardware to his credit -- not to mention historic bragging rights on
creating the final out to clinch the 2016 World Series. Javier Baez has electrified fans with his jawdropping tags, slides and home runs. His breakout showing last year nearly netted him the National
League MVP Award. Anthony Rizzo has been a source of stability, while Ben Zobrist has brought both
versatility and veteran leadership.
This is not a group without concerns, though. Shortstop Addison Russell will begin the season by serving
a suspension for violating MLB's Domestic Violence Policy. Even when he comes back, Russell is not a
sure thing, coming off his worst season in the big leagues. Bryant is coming back from a season-changing
injury, Zobrist is not getting any younger, and look no further than catcher Willson Contreras for a
combination of overflowing talent and enigmatic results.
To get where they want to go, the Cubs will need their stars to play like stars in 2019, and that starts
with the cast of characters around the infield dirt. Here's a look at Chicago's infield and catching
situations.
First base
There are few questions about this spot. Rizzo has been a source of offensive consistency (he's averaged
30 homers and 100 RBIs over the past five years combined) to go along with plus defense (two NL Gold
Glove Awards). Zobrist and catcher Victor Caratini offer backup options for first, and both Bryant or Ian
Happ can handle innings there in a pinch.
Number to know: .905 OPS
That was Rizzo's OPS after his slow April. He posted a .303/.393/.512 slash line in the 135 games that
followed his rough first month (.448 OPS).
Second base
At the start of the season, the Cubs will likely mix and match at second base between Zobrist and Daniel
Descalso, who can each play multiple positions. For the season's first month, Baez is expected to patrol
shortstop, filling in for the suspended Russell. Manager Joe Maddon can get creative here based on
platoon splits and how the rest of the defense is aligned for any given game. The versatile David Bote
could also serve as a backup option for second. Happ has experience at the spot, too.
Number to know: 5 Defensive Runs Saved
Baez had five DRS in 699 2/3 innings at second base last season, compared to five DRS in 1,530 career
innings at shortstop. Defensively, the Cubs are best with Baez on the right side of the infield.
Shortstop
Russell is in the midst of serving a 40-game suspension, making him ineligible to suit up for the Cubs
until May 3. He is currently going through a treatment protocol given to him by both the Cubs and MLB.
If he does not meet the standards, Chicago can terminate his non-guaranteed contract. In the

meantime, the club has the NL MVP Award runner-up in Baez, who hit .290 with 34 homers, 83 extrabase hits, 111 RBIs and an .881 OPS last year. Bote represents the third-stringer at short.
Number to know: 80 wRC+
Off-field issues aside, Russell has seen his offensive production drop over the past couple years. The
shortstop had an 80 wRC+ last year, indicating he was 20 percent below the MLB average. That was
down from 85 in '17 and 95 in '16.
Third base
The Cubs are counting on a return to health for Bryant, who saw his slugging percentage drop
dramatically (.460 in '18 vs. .546 in the previous two years combined) due to a left shoulder problem in
2018. The former NL Rookie of the Year Award (2015) and MVP Award ('16) winner ended the season
hitting .272 with 13 homers, 52 RBIs, an .834 OPS and a 125 wRC+. Backup options for third include
Bote, Descalso, Zobrist, Happ and Baez.
Number to know: 69.3 percent
That was Bryant's rate of pulled ground balls in 2018, marking the highest percentage among righthanded batters (minimum 75 grounders), according to Statcast™. Grounders were a major issue in the
Cubs' second-half offensive slump. Over the final two months, Chicago ranked last in MLB with a 47.8
percent grounders rate.
Catchers
No catcher caught more innings (1,109 2/3) than Contreras did last season and the Cubs will be leaning
on him a lot again this year. Chicago will be hoping to get more of the version of Contreras who slashed
.277/.366/.442 over the first four months and was voted the NL's starting All-Star catcher. This spring,
Contreras plans on tackling the issues that plagued him both in the batter's box and behind the plate.
Caratini is the backup catcher.
Number to know: 0.5 degrees
That was Contreras' average launch angle over the final two months last season, representing the
second-lowest mark in MLB (minimum 100 results). It was 9.4 degrees on average in the first four
months combined.
-Cubs.com
10 players you forgot were once Cubs
By Jordan Bastian
CHICAGO -- When it is all said and done and Jon Lester calls it a career at some point down the road, the
veteran pitcher will be celebrated for his work both in Boston and Chicago.
Lester won a World Series with the Red Sox and then did the same with the Cubs -- the latter
championship ending sports' most famous drought. And while fans may recall Lester's other stop right
now, there will probably be plenty of people who scan Lester's career ledger years in the future and do a
double take. Wait, he pitched for the A's?
Many star players become known for their stints with a particular team or two. But, whether it's due to
a winding-down career or trades made in the name of instant returns, there are also many famous
athletes who had brief, easy-to-forget stops elsewhere along the line.

You probably have a handful that jump to mind. Here are 10 players you might have forgotten suited up
for the Cubs:
Joe Carter, 1983
Carter is best known for jumping around the SkyDome basepaths in 1993, when he launched the
clinching home run for the Blue Jays in Game 6 of the World Series against the Phillies. Before becoming
a Toronto legend, Carter cut his teeth Cleveland. This is where we remind you that Carter was actually a
Draft pick by the Cubs (No. 2 overall in '81) before being dealt to the Tribe in '84 in the blockbuster deal
that brought Rick Sutcliffe to Chicago. Sutcliffe, of course, went 16-1 with a 2.69 ERA with the Cubs en
route to the '84 National League Cy Young Award, and the Red Baron became a hero on the North Side.
So, there were winners on both sides of that deal.
Dennis Eckersley, 1984-86
Eckersley suited up for the Cubs in parts of three seasons, but it's easy to forget that due to what took
place after he was traded away. In 82 games (81 starts) with Chicago, the future Hall of Famer was an
underwhelming 27-26 with a 3.63 ERA. In 1987, he was dealt to Oakland, where manager Tony La Russa
(more on him in a minute) turned Eckersley into a late-inning weapon and helped reinvent bullpen
usage. Eckersley ended with 390 career saves and picked up American League Cy Young and MVP
honors in '92 with the A's.
Cliff Floyd, 2007
Floyd is something of a local legend around Chicago, given that he played for Thornwood High School in
South Holland, Ill., in the city's south suburbs. He won a state championship in 1991, was taken 14th
overall in that summer's Draft by the Expos and became a World Series champion with the Marlins in
'97. Injuries kept Floyd from fully reaching his ceiling, but he earned a reputation as a leader throughout
his 17-year career. That included one season in his home city in 2007, when he appeared in 108 games
for the NL Central-champion Cubs.
Terry Francona, 1986
When baseball fans think of Francona, they picture the manager who helped end Boston's World Series
drought (winning titles in 2004 and '07) and has now overseen one of the great eras in Indians history.
He brought Cleveland to the brink of a World Series victory in '16, but Cubs fans will gladly tell you how
that turned out. Francona, who ranks 22nd all-time with 1,574 managerial wins going into '19, appeared
in 86 games for the Cubs in 1986. It was the only season within a 10-year career that he suited up for the
North Siders.
Rich "Goose" Gossage, 1988
Gossage is a Hall of Famer and was a nine-time All-Star and a World Series champion (1978 with the
Yankees) over the course of a 22-year career. He was one of the most durable relievers in baseball
history, amassing 1,809 1/3 innings in 1,002 games. Gossage ended with 310 saves, including 13 with the
Cubs in '88. The right-hander worked 46 games and turned in a 4.33 ERA that summer. It's fair to say
that the other 21 years played a larger role in his Hall of Fame credentials.
Tony La Russa, 1973
On April 6, 1973, La Russa came off the bench for the Cubs in the ninth inning, replacing Ron Santo as a
pinch-runner. He wound up scoring on a two-out, bases-loaded, walk-off walk by Rick Monday. That
lone pinch-running assignment accounts for La Russa's entire career as a member of the Cubs. La Russa,
who spent parts of six years in the big leagues, was then sent to Triple-A Wichita and never reached the
Majors again. Well, as a player. As a manager, he won 2,728 games (third all-time) and three World
Series en route to a place in the Hall of Fame.

DJ LeMahieu, 2011
The Yankees made headlines this offseason by inking LeMahieu to a two-year contract worth $24
million. Over the past seven years, the infielder made a name for himself with the Rockies, winning
three Gold Glove Awards and making two NL All-Star teams. It was the Cubs who selected LeMahieu in
the second round of the 2009 Draft -- only to deal him away to Colorado in December 2011 for Ian
Stewart and Casey Weathers. LeMahieu only appeared in 37 games for Chicago. Stewart hit .201 in 55
games for the Cubs in '12 and Weathers never reached The Show.
Kenny Lofton, 2003
The joy of 2016 for Cubs fans washed away much of the lingering pain of '03, when the Marlins defeated
Chicago in the NL Championship Series before capturing the World Series. That Cubs team pulled off a
blockbuster trade with the Pirates in July to bolster the lineup. The headliner was third baseman Aramis
Ramirez, who went on to spend nine years on the North Side. The average fan might forget that a center
fielder also joined the Cubs in that deal. Lofton, who rose to stardom in Cleveland to ignite an
impressive 17-year career, played a key role for the Cubs, too. He hit .327 with an .852 OPS and 12 of his
30 steals on the year in his 56-game stop with Chicago.
Fred McGriff, 2001-02
The Crime Dog enjoyed 10 seasons with 30-plus homers and eight with at least 100 RBIs over the course
of a 19-year career. McGriff, who ended with 493 career homers and a case for Hall of Fame
enshrinement, was most known for his stops with the Braves, Devil Rays and Blue Jays. Late in his
career, though, McGriff had a brief tenure with the Cubs. His '02 showing on the North Side marked the
final 30-homer, 100-RBI campaign, too. He only hit 15 homers across the next two seasons before
retiring.
Joe Nathan, 2016
During his time with the Twins and Rangers, Nathan was one of baseball's elite closers. Over the 200313 seasons, the right-hander spun a 2.24 ERA with 340 of his 377 career saves. Nathan spent 16 years in
the Majors and had stints with five teams, reaching the playoffs six times, but never experiencing World
Series glory. However, Nathan does have a World Series ring. In '16, which was Nathan's last season, he
spent a total of three games with the Cubs. They went on to capture the World Series without him, but
their victory netted Nathan a nice souvenir to cap off a distinguished career.
-NBC Sports Chicago
Bryce Harper to Cubs? It's still unlikely, but here are 2 reasons for possible hope
By Tony Andracki
Cubs pitcher and catchers report in a week and yet Bryce Harper still doesn't have a new team.
That's not new information, of course, but it is a new normal.
When the World Series ended 101 days ago, it sure didn't seem like we'd get to this point, with only a
handful of teams publicly in on Harper and Manny Machado while both superstars remain unsigned
ahead of the official beginning of the 2019 baseball season.
The Cubs' payroll situation hasn't magically changed just because Harper is still a free agent, but there
are several possibilities now that did not exist even a week ago.

The first is the extremely slow pace of the MLB offseason that may force a guy like Harper or Machado
to settle for a shorter-term deal instead of a lifetime contract totaling a decade or longer. It also looks to
be inevitable that the National League will adopt the designated hitter at some point and that outcome
could be made a reality as soon as 2019, we found out this week.
Let's start with the potentially short-term deals for Harper. If he's not getting what he and superagent
Scott Boras want on the open market, why not settle for a 1-year deal worth $35 million or more that
would still make Harper the highest-paid player in the game while also giving him the freedom to try his
hand in free agency the next winter?
It still seems awfully hard to believe Harper would hold out this long for a fair value contract only to turn
around and take a short-term deal. But if it does happen, don't expect the Cubs to be players...right
now.
Sure, the Cubs have World Series-or-bust expectations for 2019, but this season also represents the crux
of their budget woes. If the financial constraint is the reason the Cubs aren't going all-in on Harper this
winter, they're certainly not going to throw out a record one-year contract to acquire the superstar
slugger.
That being said, maybe Cubs fans shouldn't stop daydreaming about Harper in a Cubs uniform. If he
surprises the baseball world and signs a one-year deal, the Cubs very well could rejoin the pursuit of one
of the game's best players next winter.
It's impossible to predict the future, but it certainly looks like the Cubs will be in better shape with their
budget a year from now.
They'll boast a high payroll for at least the next couple seasons with their window of contention firmly
open and their young core of position players only continuing to get more and more expensive.
However, the Cubs also have a bunch of money coming off the books following 2019, including Cole
Hamels' $20 million option, Ben Zobrist's $12.5 million salary and only $4.35 million is guaranteed to a
slew of relievers who are all either in the final year of their deals or have options for 2020 (Brandon
Morrow, Steve Cishek, Pedro Strop, Brandon Kintzler, Brian Duensing, Brad Brach, Tony Barnette,
Kendall Graveman).
That's nearly an entire pitching staff the Cubs would need to fill if they decline to bring back any of the
aforementioned arms, but maybe — MAYBE — the organization will finally start churning out pitchers
that can contribute at the big-league level and help mitigate some of those losses.
As of right now, the Cubs have only $88.35 million committed to their 2020 roster, so they obviously
could have the wiggle room to become big players in free agency again next winter if they so choose.
The eventual influx of the DH in the NL could also be a motivating factor for the Cubs front office to find
a big bat like Harper on the market.
This is an interesting point:
If the Cubs knew they were going to have a DH spot from here on out, they could certainly feel better
about gambling on a player known more for his bat than his glove. If the Cubs gave Harper or somebody
else a megadeal, the DH would give them the comfort of knowing they could always turn the player into
a full-time DH if age, injuries or defensive downturn occur. It reduces a lot of the risk, as the team
wouldn't be forced to play an aging slugger in the outfield on a daily basis at the end of a long-term deal.

A DH would also help solve the playing time dilemma if the Cubs were to actually add Harper in this
dream scenario. There's a surefire way to get Harper's bat in the lineup every day without sacrificing an
everyday role for Kyle Schwarber or Jason Heyward.
Again, neither of these options seem all that likely to happen. If the NL adopts the DH, it would make
more sense to do so in 2020 at the earliest, to give every team ample time to prepare their roster. It's
probable some team will eventually pay Harper close enough to what he's looking for that he won't have
to resort to taking a one-year deal.
But for the fans hoping against hope that Harper could one day be smacking balls onto Sheffield Ave
while wearing Cubbie blue, that's ever-so-slightly more of a possibility than it was a week or two ago.
-NBC Sports Chicago
DH in the NL?? How MLB's potential rule changes affect the Cubs in 2019 and beyond
By Tony Andracki
The baseball world as we know it may be about to get an extreme makeover.
Ken Rosenthal turned heads with his report Tuesday night that Major League Baseball could see drastic
changes as soon as this season — from the designated hitter in the National League to limits on
changing out relief pitchers to serious penalties for "tanking" teams.
The implications of any of these moves would be far and wide and each decision would affect the Cubs
in any number of ways.
But let's talk about two here that are both realistic and make the most sense for a variety of reasons.
Rosenthal's report that baseball could adopt a three-batter minimum for each pitcher would completely
eliminate the "opener" in the sense of the Milwaukee Brewers deploying left-hander Wade Miley for
just one batter to begin a postseason game. It would also do away with LOOGYs (Left Handed One Out
Guys), or bullpen specialists who are brought in to face only one batter.
If that rule were passed, gone are the days where some other team would bring in a left-hander to face
Anthony Rizzo, then a right-hander to face Javy Baez and then another lefty to face Kyle Schwarber in
the span of three hitters.
If baseball wants to speed up the game, that would certainly be a way to do so. It also completely
eliminates a major part of the strategy behind the game that has become a major staple since the
foundation of modern bullpens decades ago.
Having a pitcher face three batters is an arbitrary number and it would present a host of other problems
from potential injuries to game-changing moments. Yes, it would likely bring more action into the game
and probably reduce strikeouts as pitchers would no longer be able to empty their tank just to get one
hitter out in one crucial spot.
But what happens if a guy feels something grab in his elbow or shoulder or hamstring while facing the
first hitter out of the bullpen? Is his manager then faced with either leaving an ailing pitcher in for two
more batters just to satisfy the rule or can they pull the guy for feeling a minor grab even if it's not a

major arm injury? Then, if a pitcher is pulled from the game for injury reasons, would they have to
automatically be placed on the disabled list? If not that, would there be some other repercussion to limit
teams from taking advantage and simply crying "injury!" every time they want to remove a pitcher prior
to the three-batter minimum?
If the three-batter rule were to pass, it would absolutely change how Joe Maddon utilizes the Cubs
bullpen. Pitchers like Pedro Strop and Carl Edwards Jr. would become more valuable as guys who have
success against both left-handed and right-handed hitters. Meanwhile, specialists like Brian Duensing
and Steve Cishek would see their value take a hit.
It also would impact the starting rotation, as suddenly Maddon and other managers around the game
would not be so eager to get into their bullpen.
As for the designated hitter...this is where things really get interesting.
For years, the DH has been a hot-button topic around the game. If one league has it, why shouldn't the
other? The NFL, NBA and NHL don't have different rules for different conferences. If a brand new
professional sports league popped up out of nowhere, it would be absolutely nuts to see one
conference/league with different rules than the other while still playing on the same level of
competition.
And we all know MLB won't ever erase the DH from the American League, so the only option to fixing
the problem is adding the DH across the board. After all, who really wants to see pitchers hit?
As Rosenthal noted in his article, pitchers hit .115 with a microscopic .293 OPS last season. If the league
wants more action, removing this aspect of the game would certainly help. It would also create another
15 full-time jobs as each NL team would suddenly have an extra 500 or so at-bats they have to dole out
to position players.
That would be music to the Cubs' ears for a number of reasons.
The Cubs have a surplus of position players as is, so adding an extra 500 at-bats would be huge for the
overall playing time equation. There may be no other NL roster as ready for the DH as the Cubs are.
Many are quick to assume the Cubs would simply move Schwarber to the DH role given his perceived
shortcomings as a defender. However, the final answer likely wouldn't be that cut-and-dry.
When the Cubs have the DH in AL parks during Interleague play, it's not like Schwarber is the only guy
filling that role. Maddon and his coaching staff are all about rest and the DH is a great way to get a guy
off his feet for most of the game while still keeping his bat in the lineup.
The Cubs' depth would again their best asset as they could utilize the DH in a variety of ways. Want to
spell Rizzo a couple of games? Have him DH for a weekend series with Kris Bryant or Ben Zobrist flipping
over to first base. Is Jason Heyward's throwing shoulder bugging him? How about a day or two at DH
with Zobrist or Ian Happ manning right field? How do the Cubs keep Zobrist fresh in his age-38 season
while still giving him near full-time at-bats? You guessed it — the DH comes into play once again.
Maybe the baseline could be Schwarber, since most of his value comes via the bat. Even with his rocket
arm and improved defensive numbers last year, Schwarber was still only about league average — or
slightly below — as an outfielder.

Just to envision it, here's one lineup scenario the Cubs could deploy with the DH in tow (against a righthanded pitcher):
1. Ben Zobrist - 2B
2. Kris Bryant - 3B
3. Anthony Rizzo - 1B
4. Javy Baez - SS
5. Kyle Schwarber - DH
6. Willson Contreras - C
7. Ian Happ - LF
8. Jason Heyward - RF
9. Albert Almora Jr. - CF
That would leave Daniel Descalso, David Bote and Victor Caratini on the bench — plenty of depth and
versatility for the later innings.
Here's how the Cubs could line up against a right-handed pitcher the very next day with the DH:
1. Ben Zobrist - DH
2. Kris Bryant - 3B
3. Anthony Rizzo - 1B
4. Javy Baez - SS
5. Kyle Schwarber - LF
6. Willson Contreras - C
7. Ian Happ - CF
8. Jason Heyward - RF
9. Daniel Descalso - 2B
That would leave Almora, Bote and Caratini on the bench, give Zobrist a half-day off and get Descalso
some at-bats while barely tinkering with the stability of the lineup from day-to-day.
Assuming Addison Russell returns to the active roster after his suspension ends in April, it gives the Cubs
even more options to maximize the DH and their versatility on a daily basis.
Either way, the Cubs will start the 2019 regular season with exactly this scenario, as their first three
games come with the DH in an American League ballpark in Texas.
It's hard to see any of these rules passing for this year given the short notice as teams/owners would
undoubtedly want an entire offseason to form their rosters with a new DH spot or bullpen usage
implications.
But this is another sign baseball could see some drastic change in the very near future and whenever it
does happen, the Cubs could be in a prime spot to take advantage.
-Chicago Tribune
Cubs have struck out with homegrown pitchers in recent years, but they're working to change that
By Mark Gonzales

Dylan Cease didn’t advance very far in the Cubs organization before they traded him to the White Sox.
But he hasn’t forgotten the special care the Cubs gave him after his Tommy John surgery five years ago
as he prepares to play a prominent in the Sox’s promising future.
“At the time, (I was) doing what I was told to do,” said Cease, a 23-year-old right-hander. “With the
White Sox, they’ve definitely taken the reins off more, and that kind of gives me more opportunity to
maybe fail and more opportunity to experiment with things.
“But I have no regrets with how (the Cubs) handled me.”
The Cubs traded Cease and slugger Eloy Jimenez to the White Sox in the Jose Quintana deal in July 2017.
Trading Cease highlighted two sore spots in the Cubs’ player development department:
— Cease’s departure further drained the already shallow pool of pitching prospects from the first four
drafts of the Theo Epstein regime.
— Cease was still in low Class A at the time — two full seasons after returning from surgery.
The Cubs have been open about their failure to develop a deep pool of homegrown pitchers despite an
abundance of candidates, and they’ve vowed to push those pitchers harder than in the past.
“We have to re-evaluate what we’ve been doing because it hasn’t been working,” Jason McLeod, the
Cubs’ senior vice president of scouting and player development, said last month at the Cubs Convention.
“It’s really that — looking at ourselves and looking at some of the things we can do to change that.”
Given the age and cost of their projected 2019 rotation, the Cubs have an urgent need to develop young
starting pitchers. Cole Hamels (age 35), John Lester (35) and Yu Darvish (32) will earn $62.5 million in
base salaries, with Hamels scheduled to be a free agent after this season and Lester after 2020 unless he
meets certain innings benchmarks.
Cease, one of seven pitchers selected by the Cubs in the first 10 rounds of the 2014 draft, isn’t the only
pitching prospect the Cubs have traded for veteran help. They dealt 2013 10th-round pick Zack Godley
to land catcher Miguel Montero in 2014. And they traded 2012 supplemental first-round pick Paul
Blackburn in a deal for Mike Montgomery in 2016. The result has been a reliance on the free-agent and
trade markets to fill out their rotation at a high cost.
“I don’t know if surprised is the right word,” Cease said of the lack of drafted pitchers to make their
debuts with the Cubs. “It is a hard game. Most guys aren’t going to make it. So surprised? No. but it was
fun playing with those guys, and I wish them the best.”
Changes to end the pitching drought started late in 2015, shortly before minor-league pitching
coordinator Derek Johnson left to become the Brewers’ pitching coach. McLeod said Johnson wanted to
loosen restrictions on pitchers, and they followed through by allowing right-hander Thomas Hatch, who
missed all of 2015 at Oklahoma State because of a strained ligament in his right elbow, to make 26 starts
in his first full professional season at Class A Myrtle Beach in 2017.
“You definitely can get into a rehab mindset,” Cease said of the protection he was given. “It’s almost like
a noncompetitive mindset because you’re so limited sometimes. When the reins are off, you’ve got to
take accountability for yourself, and it’s game action. That can definitely help build players up.”

The other noticeable shift occurred in 2017, when the amateur scouting department began to put a
greater emphasis on pitchers with a dominant strikeout pitch over those with sound mechanics and
strike-throwing ability. And they worried less about giving pitchers with a tender arm extra rest,
particularly those drafted and signed out of high school.
“Maybe we’ll add a skipped start to get through a whole season because ultimately we want guys to
learn how pitch when they’re tired,” McLeod said.
Evaluators from three organizations told the Tribune they recognized and understood the Cubs’ past
policy but thought the Cubs drafted some pitchers much higher than their talent warranted.
Conversely, Godley has blossomed into a 15-game winner with the Diamondbacks despite the Cubs
drafting six pitchers ahead of him in 2013.
“As we sit here five to six years later, not to be egregious about it, but we’ll probably be a little more
aggressive,” McLeod said.
Epstein and McLeod say they are optimistic because of the talent at the lower levels coupled with the
change in philosophy and added resources, such as Brendan Sagara, who was hired after the 2017
season as the minor-league pitching coordinator.
“This is probably the first year I can confidently sit here and feel like we have the guys who can help the
team in the major leagues if needed,” McLeod said.
Right-hander Adbert Alzolay and left-hander Justin Steele will receive plenty of attention at majorleague spring training camp. But former draft picks such as Alex Lange, Brendon Little, Cory Abbott,
Keegan Thompson, Tyson Miller and Hatch have much to prove.
Long-range starting pitching remains a concern, although the Cubs have high hopes for international
signees Brailyn Marquez, Richard Gallardo, Jose Albertos, Yovanny Cruz and Oscar De La Cruz.
With the major-league rotation intact for now, contributions from past drafts may come from relievers
Dillon Maples, who was drafted one year before Epstein’s arrival, and James Norwood, who was drafted
in the seventh round — one round behind Cease — in 2014.
“I think a lot of our guys are underrated,” said catcher Taylor Davis, who has spent the last five seasons
at Double-A Tennessee and Triple-A Iowa. “When I say that, they’re not on any of these top prospects
list.
“And I think there are a lot of guys who can help major-league teams, whether they’re on our team or
someone else gets them. There are a lot of guys who can help this team win.”
-Chicago Tribune
Column: Cubs' last hurrah on WGN-TV could be a tearjerker
By Paul Sullivan
What’s expected to be the last Cubs game on WGN-TV is scheduled for Sept. 27, a Friday night game in
St. Louis starting the final series of the 2019 season.

Another tradition comes to an end, and a new era will begin.
But unlike HBO and “Game of Thrones,” WGN and the Cubs aren’t hyping their final season together
after 72 years. In fact the news release announcing the Cubs’ 2019 TV schedule didn’t even mention it
would be last one on what some Chicagoans still refer to as “Channel 9,” even if they’re really watching
Channel 192 on their local cable outlet.
It makes sense to downplay the news. Details of the Cubs network have yet to be announced, so it
probably isn’t kosher for WGN to start reminiscing about the end of their decadeslong relationship just
yet.
Fortunately WGN has 45 games on the schedule, including the season opener March 28 in Texas, so
there’s plenty of time to show the old clips we know so well.
Face it: We’ve been hearing about the proposed Cubs Channel for so long it has lessened the impact of
the swan song. But it’s still sad to see the Cubs leaving WGN, a partner through thick and (mostly) thin.
It’s just another sign that nothing lasts forever. Recall that the Cubs and WGN Radio split after the 2014
season, ending a relationship that dated to 1925.
If you’re a baby boomer Cubs fan, their games may be the only thing left on local TV that was on when
you started watching. Fifty years ago, Bozo, Ray Rayner and Jack Brickhouse were the voices you
listened to more than your teacher.
In my first year as Cubs beat writer in 1997, WGN televised 144 games. That ’97 team started 0-14 and
wound up losing 94 games, but at least you could watch them on free TV — or on the superstation if you
had moved from Chicago.
The following January, the Cubs owners — Tribune Co. — decided to reduce the WGN schedule to 92
games, placing 62 games on CLTV, the company’s local cable news channel.
The move was done to accommodate prime-time WB Network shows, such as “Buffy the Vampire
Slayer,” which brought in more revenue.
“I’m more attractive than Buffy,” Cubs announcer Harry Caray said, before lamenting “no one will hear
me anymore” on the cable channel.
Many fans were outraged. One letter printed in the Tribune sports section stated: “Only the incredibly
stupid Cubs/Tribune/WGN management could make such a colossal miscalculation.”
Caray never made the transition. He died three weeks later, and grandson Chip Caray took the mic
during the ’98 season, one of the craziest in Cubs history. Sammy Sosa’s duel with Mark McGwire for the
single-season home-run record and rookie Kerry Wood’s strikeout fests made the Cubs must-see TV.
With the Cubs in contention in late July and more than one-third of the remaining games scheduled to
air on CLTV, Tribune Co. bowed to pressure and announced it would move selected Cubs games back to
WGN “depending on the pennant race.”
Fans gradually grew accustomed to watching more games on cable, and in 2003 the Cubs, White Sox,
Bulls and Blackhawks began their own sports channel, Comcast SportsNet Chicago, which is now NBC
Sports Chicago. As former Bulls executive Steve Schanwald explained at the time, the move was made to
“cut out the middleman,” or basically provide more revenue for the teams.

Fans obviously will tune in wherever the listings say the game is airing, assuming they can find which
channel that is on any given day. The Cubs had the fifth-highest ratings among regional sports networks
last year, according to Nielsen data provided to Forbes, trailing the Cardinals, Red Sox, Indians and
Brewers. The White Sox finished last among the 29 teams. (The Blue Jays aren’t part of the Nielsen
ratings because they’re located in Canada.)
And there really is little difference between a game telecast on WGN, ABC-7 or NBC Sports Chicago. The
broadcasters, Len Kasper and Jim Deshaies, provide the same descriptions. The seventh-inning stretch
remains a staple of all three telecasts. And the veteran producer of Cubs telecasts, Marc Brady, uses the
ballpark and neighborhood as part of the visual presentation, whether it’s a fan chugging a beer after
catching a foul ball in his or her cup or a glimpse of a sailboat on Lake Michigan. Arne Harris, the late
WGN director of Cubs telecasts, started that tradition in the 1980s and credited Caray for making
“Chicago scenes” part of the broadcast.
“The Cubs lose a doubleheader, but look at all the people walking out of park,” Harris once said. “They
aren’t sad. Baseball was important, but watching Harry sing and having a good time is what was really
important.”
Maybe the Cubs still would’ve been the Cubs without WGN. The years of losing separated them from
other franchises, and truthfully, they really weren’t all that lovable some seasons.
But WGN helped broaden their appeal, particularly in 1984, and made them into a national team. Here’s
hoping their final season ends with a cliffhanger.
-Chicago Tribune
Cubs invite 27 non-roster players to spring training
By Mark Gonzales
The Cubs have invited 27 non-roster invitees to spring training.
Only three of those players are catchers, but Francisco Arcia plans to get a healthy look as the Cubs look
for experience behind starter Willson Contreras and Victor Caratini.
Arcia, 27, played 40 games for the Angels in 2018, batting .204 with six home runs in 103 at-bats.
Here’s a position-by-position breakdown of the non-roster invitees:
Pitchers
Right-handers
Christian Bergman
Craig Brooks
Matt Carasiti
George Kontos

Dakota Mekkes
Carlos Ramirez
Colin Rea
Duncan Robinson
Rob Scahill
Junichi Tazawa
Allen Webster
Left-handers
Alberto Baldonado
Ian Clarkin
Mike Zagurski
Catchers
Francisco Arcia
P.J. Higgins
Ian Rice
Infielders
Cristhian Adames
Ryan Court
Phillip Evans
Trent Giambrone
Zack Short
Outfielders
Jim Adduci
Charcer Burks
Johnny Field
Jacob Hannemann
Evan Marzilli.

The Cubs’ first workout for pitchers and catchers is Feb. 13, and the first full-squad workout will be held
Feb. 18.
-Chicago Sun-Times
Remember when the Cubs were lovable?
By Rick Morrissey
It’s getting harder and harder to remember when the Cubs were fun.
When adoring fans waited to mingle with golly-gee chairman Tom Ricketts. When you had to stifle the
urge to bounce adorable Addison Russell on your knee. When a World Series title, after more than a
century of waiting, pointed to more championships ahead.
When baseball was the only thing that mattered.
Remember those more innocent times?
You can be forgiven if your memory is getting a little fuzzy. Since the 2016 season and the World Series
party that threatened to never end, real life has intruded in all its ugliness. The Cubs no longer are the
organization that sows fun. They’re the organization that defends itself.
The latest reminder, one that arrived like a hammer to the head, is a batch of emails from Joe Ricketts,
the father of Tom Ricketts and the billionaire who helped his children buy the Cubs in 2009. The emails
leaked by the website Splinter revealed racist views.
“Muslims are naturally my (our) enemy,” Joe Ricketts wrote in one of them.
Since the emails were made public, Tom Ricketts has tried to distance himself from Old Man Wing Nut,
saying Joe Ricketts has nothing to do with the team. But when your dad basically bought the club for
you, it’s like a dollar bill trying to distance itself from George Washington.
If it were just that one episode, you might be inclined to call it an unfortunate and isolated incident. But
the Cubs have had a string of unpleasantries, starting with their 2016 decision to trade for closer Aroldis
Chapman, whom Major League Baseball had suspended earlier that season for domestic violence. There
was an initial public outcry, but it went away about as fast as Chapman threw his first pitch at Wrigley
Field. What’s one choked girlfriend when there’s a World Series title beckoning?
Then came the Cubs’ decision this offseason to stand by Russell, the shortstop who was accused by his
ex-wife of physical and mental abuse. The progressive franchise didn’t look so progressive anymore, try
as it might to sell the idea that it had a responsibility to keep Russell and help him deal with his issues.
Tom Ricketts has worked hard to portray himself as a man of the people, a regular guy who met his wife
in the bleachers at Wrigley. But in stark contrast to his assertion that he’s the most accessible owner in
sports, he and other family members have been exposed as media-averse. In an email leaked to Splinter
in December, the Rickettses seemed extremely concerned about “ambush interviews” — those in which
reporters, unannounced, might corner them without clearance from the Cubs’ public-relations
department. The horror!

What questions would Tom Ricketts not be ready for? Questions about the player payroll? Hit-and-run
strategies? It was a head-shaker. But now that the Islamophobic emails have surfaced, maybe the Cubs
chairman had been worried someone would ask him about Joe Ricketts’ views on, I don’t know, why
black basketball players jump so high.
The Cubs are not as fan-friendly as they’ve painted themselves. They’ve tried to wring every last dollar
out of their customers, which makes them like every other professional sports franchise. But team
officials present the franchise as something distinct, as something noble, as something better. With
evidence pouring in to the contrary, they should probably stop that.
Relations between the city of Chicago and the Cubs have often been a contact sport, but the Rickettses
have taken it to a different level. The family is trying to unseat Ald. Tom Tunney (44th), whom they see
as standing in the way of their push to turn Wrigleyville into Rickettsville, a glass-and-steel world of
perpetual cash flow. On the nefarious scale, it falls somewhere between vindictive and downright dirty.
Remember when all you wanted to do was watch Kyle Schwarber have fun? Seems like eons ago.
A lot has changed since the World Series season, but it’s naïve to think life was ideal before the Ricketts
family rolled into town. There were issues. Sammy Sosa’s use of “Flintstones vitamins.” Milton Bradley’s
anger issues. The 1969 Cubs probably weren’t all choirboys. There wasn’t social media back then, and
there wasn’t TMZ. For the longest time during the team’s history, there wasn’t a whole lot of winning,
either.
But the gripes about previous ownership groups usually had to do with perceived cheapness. The
Ricketts family is dealing with issues that point to insensitivity toward women and religious groups. They
have an image problem, which is strange, considering they’re so concerned about image.
Pitchers and catchers report to spring training Tuesday. There will be the usual high expectations for the
Cubs. There will be lots of excitement, despite the latest dark clouds and the wild-card loss to the
Rockies last season. Fans will lug the usual amount of hope to Mesa, Arizona.
But one thing seems clear: Innocence won’t be making the trip this time.
-Chicago Sun-Times
Rep. Krishnamoorthi: ‘Outraged’ by Joe Ricketts’ Islamophobic emails
By Lynn Sweet
WASHINGTON — Rep. Raja Krishnamoorthi, D-Ill., one of four Hindus in Congress, on Wednesday said he
was “outraged” by Islamophobic emails written by Cubs patriarch and conservative mega-donor Joe
Ricketts, and urged the baseball organization to meet with “leading” Muslim-Americans in the Chicago
area.
A meeting is already in the works, spokesman Dennis Culloton said, as the Ricketts family scrambles to
contain the damage from the hacked emails.
The senior Ricketts’ fortune paved the way for his four children to become Cubs co-owners and board
members, with Tom, the Cubs chairman. Todd Ricketts is leading the fundraising drive to re-elect
President Donald Trump. Pete Ricketts is the GOP Nebraska governor and Laura Ricketts is a major
Democratic donor, fundraiser and activist.

Krishnamoorthi, from Schaumburg, who represents the northwest suburban 8th Congressional District,
said in a statement, “I am outraged to read about the Islamophobic emails written by Joe Ricketts.
“As a country, we need to send the message that this language and these ideas are unacceptable. There
are strong forces in our country seeking to divide us and turn communities against one another. We are
all Americans, and we all have the constitutional right to practice our religion free of government
interference, but our society needs to demand acceptance and respect that go beyond that minimum
standard.
“Muslim-Americans, and all Americans, should be able to live their lives and follow their paths of
worship free of hate-filled speech and denunciations. Although the Cubs Organization has already
distanced itself from Joe Ricketts’ comments, I call on the Chicago Cubs organization to convene a
meeting of leading Muslim-Americans in the Chicago area with members of the Ricketts family to
engage in a constructive dialogue regarding the importance of religious freedom and respect in
America.”
The anti-Muslim emails, where Joe Ricketts wrote “Islam is a cult and not a religion,” included the
promotion of birther conspiracies falsely suggesting former President Barack Obama was not born in the
U.S.
Joe Ricketts issued an apology. Tom Ricketts in a statement condemned his father’s “language and
views.”
On Wednesday, Culloton said the four Ricketts siblings “agree with everything in the Congressman’s
message” as arrangements are still pending about the meeting with Muslim community leaders.
The Ricketts email release at the web publication SplinterNews.com comes at a politically sensitive time.
Todd Ricketts, tapped by Trump to be the finance chair of the Republican National Committee, last week
expanded his duties to steer joint fundraising with Trump’s 2020 re-election campaign.
Trump has his own rocky relations with Muslim-Americans. At the start of his presidency, Trump banned
travel from seven Muslim-majority countries, following anti-Muslim rhetoric during his campaign.
-Chicago Sun-Times
Being a Cubs fan is rough. A Muslim Cubs fan? Even rougher
By Rummana Hussain
Being a Cubs fan has never been easy.
Identifying as a practicing Muslim in an environment where so many people “otherize” Islam hasn’t
exactly been a cakewalk either.
But I never thought the day would come when I would struggle with my existence as a Muslim Cubs fan.
“Real quick . . . trying to move up closer . . . In or out????” my brother, Kamran, texted on Tuesday,
asking me and my sister-in-law’s cousin Zubair whether we wanted to upgrade our season tickets.
“Do it,” Zubair said.

“In,” I texted back, although there was some hesitancy on my part in light of the revelations this week of
Joe Ricketts’ Islamophobic and racist emails.
Ricketts’ later apology was hollow and insufficient. Switching sides and rooting for the White Sox,
though, isn’t an option.
Cubs fans won’t stop buying tickets to games at Wrigley Field in spite of the hateful messages and some
of the Ricketts clan’s support of Donald Trump’s “racism-fueled presidency,” a die-hard White Sox fan I
know pointed out on Facebook.
“But I bet if any Ricketts family [member] ever kicked a dog,” he wrote, “that would create lots of White
Sox fans.”
He has a point. On occasion, Sox fans do make sense.
Unfortunately, for Muslims and other marginalized groups, the grotesque racism and xenophobia in Joe
Ricketts’ emails exemplify how bald-faced bigotry — like baseball — is a popular American pastime.
“Muslims are naturally my (our) enemy due to their deep antagonism and bias against non-Muslims,”
Ricketts wrote in one email uncovered by SplinterNews.com.
The Ricketts patriarch — obsessive in his electronic missives against Muslims, multiculturalism and
Barack Obama (of course, a secret Muslim) — also referred to Islam as a “cult” and a “dangerous
element in society.”
Given the rhetoric of the right, Trump’s proclamations that “Islam hates us” and his alarmist Tweets
alerting the country that — gasp — prayer rugs were found at the border, no one should be surprised
that those in power vilify Muslims without serious repercussions.
And some of those on the “other side” are no more nuanced in their views of Muslims. Just Google Bill
Maher and Islam.
Even the well-intentioned often fall flat on their faces.
As many religious, racial and ethnic minorities are aware, dig just a little and you’ll learn that someone
you admire or someone affiliated with something you love — whether it be a cause, a rock band or a
sports team — said or acted malignantly toward those very groups you strongly identify with.
Joe Ricketts doesn’t own the Cubs. But he did help in the purchase of the franchise run by his children.
I understand if Ricketts’ comments have turned some people off enough to keep them away from
Wrigley Field.
I’m sure that when I begrudgingly step into the Friendly Confines this spring, those antagonistic barbs
will be in the back of my mind.
Am I thrilled knowing that my money is going to the Ricketts family, given the views of some of them?
No.

On the other hand, I do want Joe Ricketts to know that his family is taking cash from and mingling with
“the enemy” with a smile. My oldest niece, Ayana, took pictures with Cubs Chairman Tom Ricketts twice
while he was making the rounds at Wrigley.
I hate that Joe Ricketts, through his poisonous words, tied the Cubs to Islamophobia.
But I am a naive Cub fan. I have hope.
I hope I can eventually go back to watching a game at the ballpark without being reminded that I am
hated.
And I hope the only unease I’ll feel, once again someday, is when the Cubs blow a lead and I fear it’ll
take them another 108 years to win it all again.
-Daily Herald
Dundee-Crown High grad Court among nonroster invitees to Cubs spring training
Bruce Miles
There will be a strong local flavor among veteran nonroster invitees to Cubs spring training.
The club Wednesday finally announced its list of players who will be in big-league camp on minor-league
contracts, and it's a big list of 27 players, including veterans and prospects from the minor-league
system.
Infielder Ryan Court, a graduate of Dundee-Crown High School, is back in camp for a second straight
year. Court, 30, had hoped to make his major-league debut with the Cubs last year, but a slow start at
Class AAA Iowa hurt his chances.
Right-handed reliever Rob Scahill, who pitched in 6 games for the White Sox last year, joins the Cubs on
a minor-league deal. Scahill, a Sox fan during his youth, is a product of Willowbrook High School and
Bradley University. He turns 32 next week.
Scahill has 124 games of major-league experience. In addition to the White Sox, he has pitched for the
Rockies, Pirates and Brewers.
Another right-handed reliever, George Kontos, comes home after pitching last year with the Pirates,
Indians and Yankees. Kontos, 33, graduated from Niles West High School and attended Northwestern.
Outfielder Jim Adduci returns to the Cubs organization. A graduate of Evergreen Park High School, the
33-year-old Adduci played in 59 games with the Tigers last year, hitting 3 homers. He also has parts of
two seasons of credit with the Texas Rangers. Adduci whose dad, Jim, played in the big leagues, was in
the Cubs system from 2007 to 2012.
Pitcher Allen Webster, who appeared in 3 games for the Cubs last year, will be in camp, as will be lefty
Ian Clarkin, who spent this winter going back and forth on waivers between the Cubs and the White Sox.
The Cubs did not invite shortstop Nico Hoerner to big-league camp. Hoerner was last year's first-round
draft pick out of Stanford. He will open spring training in minor-league camp.

Cubs pitchers and catchers hold their first formal workouts of spring training in Mesa, Arizona, next
Wednesday. Position players hold their first formal workouts Feb. 18.
--

